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Maryland Department of Transportation G••' G,endenins 

m'^^P    The Secretary's Office .'      David L Winstead 
^W^ z*"^ Secretary 

July 16, 1998 John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

The Honorable John Gaiy 
Anne Arundel County Executive 
Post Office Box 2700 
Arundel Center 
Annapolis MD 21401 

The Honorable Robert R. Neall 
Senator of Maryland 
307 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Neall and County Executive Gary: 

Thank you both for the time and information shared at our recent meeting. Mr. Parker 
^afc, Williams and I enjoyed the productive discussion on pertinent highway issues in Anne Arundel 
-Q County. As promised, follow-up is being provided on three of those issues. 

First of all, the request for noise barriers on Route 50 at the Lake of the Pines community 
was discussed. The State Highway Administration (SHA) has denied noise barriers for this 
community, but after our discussion, is now verifying information on the dates of construction for 
the Lake of the Pines homes. In order to do this, building permit dates have been requested from 
Anne Arundel County's Department of Planning & Code Enforcement (PACE), and should be 
available in the next few weeks. The SHA will also investigate whether it is feasible to do any 
tree plantings in the area, and whether this might alleviate some of the noise. After this 
information is gathered and analyzed, I will be sure you are both notified of the results. 

The second issue of concern, is the request for a traffic signal at the intersection of 
MD 214 and Riva Road. As we discussed, traffic engineers were out there during the month of 
June to reassess the traffic volumes, speed of traffic, and accident rates. Their conclusions were 
consistent with the study done in early 1997, that the current situation does not warrant a traffic 
signal. In fact, it seems that the changes made to the intersection with new striping patterns have 
resulted in a positive impact on the operations and safety at this intersection. However, now that 
the factor of additional development in the immediate vicinity has been highlighted, Mr. Paul 
Armstrong, District Engineer, will reevaluate the need for a signal as that development occurs. 
As an additional point of information, Paul is included in the regular meetings of Mr. Neil 

#Pedersen, Director of Planning and Preliminary Engineering at SHA and Mr. Steve Cover, Anne 
Arundel County's Director of PACE, where this type of informagpnisfs^red. 

bnnr 
i      ..... 

My telephone number is 410-865-1000 It'CC'K'P"'   ,"       -     •   ^ 
Toll Free Number 1-888-713-1414    TTY For the Deaf: 410-865-13«u  '    ' '••'•K'iOjU 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-O755 
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Parris N. Glendening 

Mary/and Department of Transportation G°•• 

The Secretary's Office David L Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

April 23, 1998 

The Honorable John Gary 
County Executive 
Post Office Box 2700 
Arundel Center 
Annapolis MD 214C 

Dear Count 

This letter is to update you on our investigation into the eligibility of the Captain's 
Choice, Lake of the Pines and Munson Heights communities for sound barriers.  We 
reviewed these communities to determine if they meet the requirements for sound barriers. 

In addition to meeting other criteria which are designed to ensure State-funded 
barriers are provided in the most equitable manner possible, a community must predate the 
original highway.  Unfortunately, these communities do not meet this criterion; and 
consequently, does not qualify for a sound barrier. 

Thank you for your patience while we conducted our investigation.  I have enclosed a 
copy of the Department's Sound Barrier Policy, which outlines the program and it's 
requirements, for your information.  If you need any additional information regarding any of 
these communities, please let me know or do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, 
the State Highway Administration's Director of Environmental Design, at 410-545-8640 or 
1-800-446-5962. 

Dafid L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Enclosure 
cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is (410)-       865-1000  

Toll Free Number 1-888-713-1414 TTYForthe Deaf: (410) 865-1342 
Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 ^ 
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The Honorable John Gary 
Page Two 

bcc:     Mr. Paul D. Armstrong, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 

)Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

1 Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Varner, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 

t 

Drafted by: OED/LAD/NAT -- March 9, 1998 
F:\CORRESP\1998\BWa®K3aFtSACTYE-5^rDfcW 
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The Honorable John Gary 
Page Two 

bcc:     Mr. Paul D. Armstrong, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Varner, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 

Drafted by: OED/LAD/NAT - March 9, 1998 
N: \OED\NOISE\CORRESP\ 1998\GARY02. DOC 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

March 4, 1998 

The Honorable John Gary 
County Executive 
Anne Arundel County 
P.O. Box 2700 
Arundel Center 
Annapolis MD 21404 

Dear Count>£jceCutive Gary 

Thank you for your letter regarding funding for sound barriers along US 50 between 
Rowe Boulevard and the Severn River.  It is my pleasure to update you on this issue. 

Now that Anne Arundel County has enacted laws to safeguard future homeowners 
from high noise levels and has expressed its willingness to provide 20 percent of the cost of 
barriers, this area meets all of the State's eligibility requirements.  We greatly appreciate 
your leadership in this effort. 

As I am sure you can imagine, there are a great number of sound barrier needs in the 
State which exceed our ability to fund them all at once.  Although our current Consolidated 
Transportation Program (CTP) allocates all funds available for sound barriers for Fiscal 
Years 1998-2003 to projects on which prior commitments had been made, we will give full 
consideration to funding the design and construction of these barriers in the next CTP cycle, 
which begins this Fall. 

Thank you again for your involvement in and support of the State's sound barrier 
program.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or State Highway 
Administrator Parker F. Williams, who can be reached at 410-545-0400 or 1-800-206-0770. 

• 

ely, 

**++/C. 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is (410)- 865-1000 
TTY For the Deaf: (410) 885-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore-Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 



n 

The Honorable John Gary 
Page Two 

bcc:     Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, SHA 
Mr. Stanley K. Arthur, Assistant Secretary, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Mr. Paul Armstrong, District Engineer, SHA 
Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, SHA 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, SHA 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, MOOT 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
Mr. John M. Lewis, State Legislative Officer, MDOT 
Mr. Neil J. Pedersen, Director of Planning and Preliminary Engineering, SHA 
Mr. Fred Rappe, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 

N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\GARY01.DOC 
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STATE OF MARYLAND 
•OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

fhX 
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PARRIS N. GLENOENING 
GOVERNOR 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE 
.,     ,,        ,«rtn STATE HOUSE April 14,  1998 too STATE CIRCLE 

ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 21401 
(410)974-3901 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 
SUITE 311 

The Honorable Gilbert J. Genn 4" ""y&S^'^Zi 
Maryland House of Delegates (202)638-2215 
220 Lowe House Office Building TOO tm 333-3098 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Gil: 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) has received inquiries from a number of 
communities in the 16th District regarding their eligibility for sound barriers.  As a result of 
recent policy changes, we reviewed these communities to determine if they meet the revised 
requirements. 

It is my pleasure to inform you the Bamet Road, Bradley Manor, Longwood and 
Wildwood Manor communities do meet the eligibility requirements for sound barriers and I 
have approved funding for their design and future construction. The SHA will begin design 
of these barriers soon.  Funding for the construction of a barrier in the Department of 
Transportation's Consolidated Transportation Program (CTP) becomes available beginning in 
Fiscal Year 2001, which starts on July 1, 2000.  Although funds in the earlier years of the 
CTP are allocated to other projects for which prior commitments had been made, we are 
committed to look for opportunities to advance funding for construction of these barriers 
once the design is completed.  I have directed State Highway Administrator Parker F. 
Williams to have his staff keep you informed of our progress. 

Thank you for your patience while we conducted our investigation. I am glad to have 
been able to provide funding for these projects.  If you need any additional information 
regarding any of these communities, please do not hesitate to contact Transportation 
Secretary David L. Winstead, at 410-865-1000. 

Sincerely, 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

cc:      The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
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The Honorable Gilbert J. Genn 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Varner, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Ms. Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant to the District Engineer, State 

Highway Administration 
Mr. Charlie K. Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: OED/LAD/NAT - March 9, 1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\GENN01.DOC 
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Maryland Department of Transportation ^0^ :G,enden,n9 

The Secretary's Office David L Vjfinstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

April 8, 1998 

The Honorable Gilbert J. Genn 
Maryland House of Delegates 
220 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Deleg#Pdenn: 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) has received inquiries from a number of 
communities in the 16th District regarding their eligibility for sound barriers.  As a result of 
recent policy changes, we reviewed these communities to determine if they meet the revised 
requirements. 

The communities of Al Marah/Carderock, Carderock Springs, Cloisters Home 
Owners Association, Heritage Walk, Pooks Hill and Timberlawn/Tuckerman Walk were each 
a part of this effort.  In addition to meeting other criteria which are designed to ensure 
State-funded barriers are provided in the most equitable manner possible, a community must 
predate the original highway. Unfortunately, these communities do not meet this criterion 
and consequently do not qualify for barriers. 

Thank you for your patience while we conducted our investigation.  If you need any 
additional information regarding any of these communities, please do not hesitate to 
contact Mr: Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, at 410-545-8640 
or 1-800-446-5962. 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:       Mr. Charles &'. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is 410-865-1000 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 _...»,-.-;., 
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The Honorable Gilbert J. Genn 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Varner, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Ms. Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant to the District Engineer, State 

Highway Administration 
Mr. Charles K. Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: OED/LAD/NAT -- March 9, 1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\GENN02.DOC 
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. ^. . . Pttfrts N. Qtondenlng 
Maryland Department of Transportation ^• 
ThoSocratatyeOfflo* David l-WlnsUad 

1. Seeretaiy 

JohnD.Porcarl 
Deputy Seoretaiy 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: The Honorable ParrisN. Glendening 
Governor 

THROUGH: David S. lannucci 
Deputy Chief of Staff 

FROM:        JohnD.Porcari^^ 
Deputy Secretary 

DATE: September 15,1998 

SUBJECT:    Sound Barrier for the Longwood Community in Bethesda 

This is to update you on the most recent efforts by Longwood community representatives 
to advance the funding for sound bamers in their community. As you may recall, the Longwood 
area is one of the sound hairier projects that you approved for funding last January at an event 
held at the home of Richard and Sheryl Levy in Bethesda. 

Construction funds for all of the banicrs included in that announcement do not become 
available in the Department's capital budget until the start of FY 2001. This has been a source of 
concern to residents of the Longwood community and has caused them to contact your office 
continually with demands for an early advance in the funding. In particular, Dr. Marilyn 
Andmlis's assistant, Ms. Elizabeth Pfeifer, has placed numerous calls to your office, requesting 
that you visit their neighborhood to address their funding concerns. The Department is on record 
that we will look for opportunities to advance the construction funding as we develop the 
Consolidated Transportation Plan for FY 1999-2004. This reassurance has not been acceptable 
to them, and they continue to press for a. commitment for an imrn^^aty advance of funds. Mr. 
Levy has also been in contact with the State £lighway Administration to express his 
disappointment that die funding for the announced barrier projects is several years away. 

Design for the Longwood barrier is expected tp be complete in the Spring of 1999. The 
20 percent local match has already been allocated in Montgomery County's FY 2000 budget. 
Any decision to advance construction funding for this project is complicated. Separating this 
particular project from the others that were similarly approved would likely raise negative 
responses from the other communities. The estimated State share of the Longwood sound barrier 
is S1.6M. The State share of all of the announced barrios in Montgomery County is $12.5M. 

My Mephona number Is 410465-1000 
Ton Frm Numb*r 1-888-713-1414   TTY Ftor the Deaf: 410469-1342 

Pest ORloa Bex 8766, BaltlmerWWaaMnQton Intcrnallonal Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
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The Honorable Panis N. Gleadening 
Page Hiree 

boc:    Ms. Claire K. DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, SHA 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director of Environmental Design 
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The Honorable Parris N. Glendening 
Page Three 

bcc:     Ms. Claire K. DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, SHA . 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director of Environmental Design 
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STATE OF MARYLAND 
JDFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

• 

PARfllS N. GLENOENING 
GOVERNOR 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE 
STATE HOUSE 

100 STATE CIRCLE 
Anr^^     ML       1 QQfl ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 2K01 Aprii  m,   iyyo H10)974-3901 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 
SUITE 311 

The Honorable Marilyn R. Goldwater *** NORTH CAPITOL STREET, NAV. 
, ,   •    ,        ,TT !-,<, . WASHINGTON. DC 20001 Maryland House of Delegates fsozj 538-2215 
221 Lowe House Office Building TOO MIO) 333-3093 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Marilyn: 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) has received inquiries from a number of 
communities in the 16th District regarding their eligibility for sound barriers.  As a result of 
recent policy changes, we reviewed these communities to determine if they meet the revised 
requirements. 

It is my pleasure to inform you the Bamet Road, Bradley Manor, Longwood and 
Wildwood Manor communities do meet the eligibility requirements for sound barriers and I 
have approved funding for their design and future construction. The SHA will begin design 
of these barriers soon.  Funding for the construction of a barrier in the Department of 
Transportation's Consolidated Transportation Program (CTP) becomes available beginning in 
Fiscal Year 2001, which starts on July 1, 2000.  Although funds in the earlier years of the 
CTP are allocated to other projects for which prior commitments had been made, we are 
committed to look for opportunities to advance funding for construction of these barriers 
once the design is completed.  I have directed State Highway Administrator Parker F. 
Williams to have his staff keep you informed of our progress. 

Thank you for your patience while we conducted our investigation. I am glad to have 
been able to provide funding for these projects.  If you need any additional information 
regarding any of these communities, please do not hesitate to contact Transportation 
Secretary David L. Winstead, at 410-865-1000. 

&**,'       . A£ 
Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

cc:       The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
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The Honorable Marilyn R. Goldwater 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Varner, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Ms. Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant to the District Engineer, State 

Highway Administration 
Mr. Charlie K. Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: OED/LAD/NAT - March 9, 1998 
N: \OED\NOISE\CORRESP\ 1998\GLDWTR01. DOC 
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Maryland Department of Transportation P^SJ: Glenden,n9 
The Secretary's Office Dav|d L ^lnsXead 

Secretary 

John 0. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

April 8, 1998 

The Honorable Marilyn R. Goldwater 
Maryland House of Delegates 
221 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Delegat&-§^3water: 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) has received inquiries from a number of 
communities in the 16th District regarding their eligibility for sound barriers.  As a result of 
recent policy changes, we reviewed these communities to determine if they meet the revised 
requirements. 

The communities of Al Marah/Carderock, Carderock Springs, Cloisters Home 
Owners Association, Heritage Walk, Pooks Hill and Timberlawn/Tuckerman Walk were each 
a part of this effort.  In addition to meeting other criteria which are designed to ensure 
State-funded barriers are provided in the most equitable manner possible, a community must 
predate the original highway. Unfortunately, these communities do not meet this criterion 
and consequently do not qualify for barriers. 

Thank you for your patience while we conducted our investigation.  If you need any 
additional information regarding any of these communities, please do not hesitate to 
contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, at 410-545-8640 
or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration      Q0 & 

A' 

My telephone number is 410-865-1000 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
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The Honorable Marilyn R. Goldwater 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Varner, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Ms. Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant to the District Engineer, State 

Highway Administration 
Mr. Charles K. Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: OED/LAD/NAT -- March 9, 1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\GLDWTR02.DOC 
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Maryland Department of Transportation SJUltf1, Gteridonin9 

The Secretary's Office David L Winstoad 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

November 16,1998 

The Honorable Leo E. Green 
Senate of Maryland 
3123 Belair Drive 
Bowie MD 20715-3198 

Dear SenaMrGreen: 

Thank you for attending our FY 1999 - FY 2003 Consolidated Transportation Program 
(CTP) Tour meeting in Prince George's Comity. During this meeting you provided a letter 
outlining your priorities in Prince George's County. You also provided letters on behalf of the 
City of Greenbelt and the City of Bowie identifying transportation priorities in these areas. I 
have enclosed copies of our responses to the City of Greenbelt and the City of Bowie concerning 
their transportation priorities. 

As indicated during our meeting, engineering for High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes 
along US 50, from US 301 to MD 410, is being finalized. Construction funding is still an issue 
to be resolved. The construction schedule depends on availability of funding in FY 2000. 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) will reevaluate the sound barrier request of the 
Princeton Square community in conjunction with the proposed HOV lane addition along US 50. 
This community does not qualify for consideration under SHA's Type n, or Retrofit, component 
of the State's Sound Barrier Program because the community does not predate the original 
construction of US 50. 

As promised, the additional 350 evergreen and flowering trees were planted in the 
vicinity of the US 50/US 301 interchange this past Spring. Some of these trees need to be 
replaced as a result of drought, and this work is scheduled for next Spring. We also intend to 
plant additional shrubs and ornamental trees to enhance landscaping in the interchange 
approaches. 

My t«l«ption« number Is 410-665-1000 
Toll Fre« Number 1-888-713-1414   TTY For tne Deal: 41OB6S-134Z 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltlmora/Waahlnyton Intamatlonal Airport, Maryland 212404755 

® 



•23-9S    8:55 AM   ; 4108524:53;. 
"Jss. 

l-o 

The Honorable Leo E. Green 
Page Two 

The Prince George's County Planning Board reviewed and approved the application for 
the Subdivision Preliminary Plats for the proposed Amber Ridge shopping center along US 301 
at Pointer Ridge Drive. The approval is conditional, based on the transportation improvement 
requirements identified in the resolution. Th« developer is required to complete improvements 
on US 301 and Pointer Ridge Drive before building permits are issued. 

With regard to the Hall Road Local Activity Center along MD 214, it is understood the 
Planning Board denied the applicant's rezoning request. While we are concerned about 
transportation safety and mobility, the development process is a local issue and is decided by the 
Prince George's County Council and Planning Board. Should this development receive County 
approvals in the future, SHA would be pleased to meet with representatives of the Maryland- 
National Capital Park and Planning Commission, the Prince George's County Department of 
Public Works and Transportation, and the City of Bowie to identify and evaluate various 
alternatives for mitigation. 

Thank you again for your continued interest in transportation issues. If you have any 
further questions or comments, please feel free to contact, me or State Highway Administrator 
Parker F. Williams, who may be reached at A10-545-0400 or 1-800-206-0770. 

.Sincerely 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Enclosures 
co:        Mr. Charlie K. Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
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The Honorable Leo E. Green 
Pace Three 

bcc:     Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Max Azizi, Regional Planner, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Michael Bailey, Access Permit Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr., Deputy Director, State Highway Administration 

L^r. James Hade, Noise Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Marsha Kaiser, Director, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Mr. Michael Lenhart, Acting Chief of Engineering Access Permits, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. John M. Lewis, State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Mr. Neil J. Pedersen, Director of Planning and Preliminary Engineering, State 

Highway Administration 
Mr. Majid Shakib, Assistant District Engineer-Traffic, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Douglas H. Simmons, Chief, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Dan Uebersax, Assistant Division Chief, State Highway Administration 

Prepared by Max Azizi, SHA, 410-545-5675, 10/29/98 
Edited by Mike Lenhart 410-545-5601 11/12/98 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State High way Administration 

Septembers, 1998 

The Honorable Leo E. Green 
Senate of Maryland 
3123 Belair Drive 
Bowie MD 20715-3198 

n 
Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Dear Senator Green: 

Thank you for your recent inquiry regarding the MD 450 project between Bell Station 
Road and Stonybrook Drive. It is my pleasure to give you the following status report on the 
project. 

Engineering plans for this section of MD 450 are approximately 60 percent complete. We 
made the decision approximately one year ago to proceed with a 20 foot median for MD 450 for 
safety reasons. All engineering work done since that time has been on the basis of a 20 foot 
median. 

A major milestone in the engineering phase should be reached in November, when we hold 
a semi-final review of the engineering plans. Current activities include coordination with utility 
companies on utility relocation requirements, completion of property plats, preparation of 
applications for stormwater management and erosion and sediment control permits, coordination 
with communities on noise wall design issues, and coordination with the City of Bowie on right- 
of-way donation requirements. 

If you have any additional questions regarding the MD 450 project, please feel free to call 
me or our Project Engineer, Mr. Marty Cohn, who can be reached at 410-545-8901 or 
1-888-204-7656. 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc: Mr, Marty Cohn, Project Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Neil J. Pedersen, Planning Director, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is   41ft-';4*-n4ft""'- t.8nft.7n<;.n77n  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 2izo^ 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 

September 2, 1998 

Pam's N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

The Honorable Leo E. Green 
Senate of Maryland 
3123 Belair Drive 
Bowie MD 20715-3195 

Dear Sea«t6rGreen: 

This is a follow up to my July 17 letter to you regarding the construction of sound 
barriers along US 50. I appreciate your patience as we gathered the following information. 

Our records indicate that the following communities along US 50 received a sound 
barrier under the Type I component of our sound barrier program: The Meadows, Enterprise 
Estates, Willow Grove, Carsondale/Whitfield, City of Bowie, the older section of Greenwood 
Acres, Heritage Harbour/North River Forest and Winchester Heights. My letter to you of August 
17 indicated the reasons for the approval of the US 50 barriers for those communities west of 
Bowie. 

A barrier is under construction for the Landover Hills community along US 50 inside the 
Capital Beltway under our Type II, or retrofit, program. Landover Hills met the criteria for the 
Type II program because the community predated the original highway, existing noise levels 
equaled or exceeded the 66 decibel impact threshold, and an effective barrier could be built for a 
reasonable cost. 

Thank you again for your interest in this issue. If you have any other questions, please do 
not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, the State Highway Administration's Director of 
Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

cc: 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration . 

t My telephone number is 410-665-1QCC 
Toll Free Number 1-888-713-1414    TTY For the Oeaf: 410-865--;342 

Pest Office Sox 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 2124C-0755 
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bcc:     Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie A. Frelow, Assistant Director, Office of Administrative Services, Maryland 
Department of Transportation 

Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John M. Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of Transportation 

Serial #follow-up 11963 

Serial: #FOLLOWUP-11963 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\GREEN01.DOC 
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The Honorable Leo E. Green 
Senate of Maryland 
3123 Belair Drive 
BowieMD 20715-3195 
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Dear Stepw ^»«-»' -  n     !«»'   iv^'       w 

reafings, is undatatoi, b«au« to do » "f"1*Jf" ""TT^L   Q,,,-,., county or if the 

sommumty.would like, we canprovtte the "^^"'Sto of these option., they can 

SS, « 410.S4S-M4O or 1.80(M46-5962. 

i^^ Tf^nu have anv other questions on this matter, please do 
Thank you again for your letter. ^ ^"^"^ 410-545-8640 or 

not hesitate to contart me or Mr. Adams, who may be reached « 
1400-446-5962. 

Sincerely,        4 

w 
David L. Winstead 

• 
cc: 

Secretary 

f^B 'Adams DirectorofEnvironmental Design, StateHighway Administration 

riiS, Administrator. State Highway Administration 
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Community Names 
(The Meadows) Lottsford 
Maiden Drive 

Program 

Enterprise Estates 
Willow Grove 
Carsondale/Whitfield 
City of Bowie 
Greenwood Acres 
Heritage Harbor /North River Forest 

I 

Winchester Heights 
Bellmeade 
Landover Hills V -'f^Y ^ 

Highway 
US 50 

US 50 
US 50 
US 50 
US 50 
US 50 
US 50 
US 50 
US 50 
US 50 
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^      UJi 

Noise impact 
future 

future 
tuture 
future 

Constructed 
Type I after highway improv'ts 

Type I after highway improv'ts 
Type I after highway improv'ts 

future 
tuture 
future 
tuture 
existing 
existing 

Type I with highway improv'ts 
Type I with highway improv'ts 
Type I with highway improv' ts 
Type I with highway improv'ts 
Type I with highway improv'ts 
Type II 
Type II 
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„,,_,___ ... Parris N. Qlendening 
Maryland Department of Transportation Governor 
The Secretary's Office David L. Winstead 

Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

August 17, 1998 

The Honorable Leo E. Green 
Senate of Maryland 
3123 Belair Road 
Bowie MD 20715-3198 

Dear Senatof-Green: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the approval of sound barriers for communities 
adjacent to US 50 west of Bowie. I am providing you with information that I hope will clarify the 
situation. 

In October of 1997, State Highway Administrator Parker F. Williams wrote you on this 
issue. A copy of that letter is enclosed for your information. The approval of sound barriers for 
the Willow Grove and Enterprise Estates communities was made after it had been determined that 
there had been an oversight in the environmental impact analysis regarding these areas and similar 
areas adjacent to US 50 in Annapolis. Based upon this information, the decision was made to 
build barriers for the Willow Grove/Enterprise Estates area. I hope that this clarifies the reasons 
for the approval of those barriers. 

Thank you for bringing your concern!; to my attention. If you have any additional 
questions, please feel free to contact me or Mr. Parker F. Williams, SHA Administrator, at 
410-545-0400 or toll free at 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

^ 
David L. Wmst&ad 
Secretary 

cc:       The Honorable Mary A. Conroy, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
The Honorable Wayne K. Curry, Prince George's County Executive 
The Honorable James W. Hubbard, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
The Honorable Joan B. Pitkin, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number Is 410-865-1000 
Toll Free Number 1-888-713-1414    TTY For the Deaf: 410-8G5-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltlmoro/Wa»hln£iton International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 

® 
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Parris N. Glendening 
Governor " ' Mary/and Department of Transportation 

State Highway Administration la^ Winstead 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

August 7,1998 

The Honorable Leo E. Green 
Senate of Maryland 
3123 Belair Drive 
Bowie MD 20715-3198 

Dear Senator Green: 

This is a follow-up to Mr. Skip Hedgepath's letter dated May 10 regarding a sound 
barrier for the community of Northview. Thank you for your patience as staff at the State 
Highway Administration compiled the answers to Mr. Hedgepath's questions. 

While Mr. Hedgepath and his neighbors may hear traffic on US 50, his community is 
located approximately 1,500 feet from the highway, a distance at which the 66 decibel (dBA) 
impact threshold is not exceeded. Therefore, a sound barrier was not studied for the Northview 
community. The decision to build barriers for communities west of the Bowie area on US 50 
was made because there had been an oversight in the environmental impact analysis for those 
communities. You recently discussed this with Mr. Charles B. Adams, our Director of 
Environmental Design. 

Mr. Hedgepath questioned our use of the date criterion as an issue of consideration for his 
community. The key determinant with regard to the Northview community is that noise levels 
from US 50 do not exceed the impact threshold, and a barrier cannot be considered. 

Mr. Hedgepath also asked when and where noise measurements were taken. In 1980 the 
entire US 50 corridor between 1-495/1-95 and the South River was studied to determine the 
extent of anticipated noise impacts. Measurements where taken at the then proposed Bowie 
Hospital site. The measurement was 58 dBA and was projected to increase to 60 dBA in the year 
2005 as the result of the expansion of US 50. In the summer of 1997, an analysis was performed 
to assess the potential noise impacts resulting from proposed High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) 
lanes. Because of the distance of Mr. Hedgepath's community from US 50, noise measurements 
were not taken within the community. 

My telephone number is 410-545-0400 or 1-800-206-0770 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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The Honorable Leo E. Green 
Page Two 

Thank you again for your interest in the state's sound barrier program. I am sorry I could 
not offer a more positive response. If you or Mr. Hedgepath have any other questions regarding 
this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Adams, who ma^be reached at 410-545-8640 or 
1-800-446-5962. 

# 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:       The Honorable Mary A. Conroy, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
The Honorable Wayne K. Curry, Prince George's County Executive 
The Honorable James W. Hubbard, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
The Honorable Joan Pitkin, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, Office of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

• 
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The Honorable Leo E. Green 
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bcc:     Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Valerie Bumette Edgar, Director, Office of Communications, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie A. Frelow, Assistant Director, Office of Administrative Services, 
Maryland Department of Transportation 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John M. Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. John Petty, Assistant to the Secretary, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Ms. Nanette Schieke, Policy Analyst, Maryland Department of Transportation 

.  Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of Transportation 

Serial #: Follow up to #11507 
OED Serial#: 
Noise Customer #: 1604 
Responding to letter dated: May 10,1998 from Hedgepath forwarded by Leo Green 
Saved: 07/30/98 10:30 AM by: James Hade 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\GREEN05.doc 
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SENATE OF. MARYLAND 
ANNAPOUS, MARYLAND 21401-1991 RECEIVEI) 

March 26,1998 

The Honorable David L. Winstead 
Secretary, Department of Transportation 
P.O. Box 8755 
BWIAhporOlD 2124(H)755 

Dear Secretary 

MAR   27 1998 

iECRETAmr DEPARTMENT 
OF TRANSPORTATION 

I am writing on behalf of my coastimeni, Skip Hedgcpath of 4109 New Haven Drive in 
Bowie, Maryland 20716, rpganfing sound bamecs on eastbound Route 50 in Bowie. As you 
can read in his enclosed letter, Mr. Hedgepath is concerned over the inr.rra«ing amount of 
noise experienced by himself and his nrighbors due to traffic on Route 50. He surmises that 
fo» t-^ayp/f nnise levels are dne to both new constmctjon in ihe area which has decreased the 
number of trees thatprovided a barrier to such, as well as escalating traffic. la any event, he 
is interested in alleviating the problem by sound barriers or new paving. 

If you would review the enclosed and provide me with your comments on such, it would be 
greatly agpreciated. In advance, thank you for your attention to this matter. 

District of Maryland 
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HEDCffATH 
4109 NEW HAVBIDWVE 

BOWE. MAKYLAHO 20716-1061 
(Ph) 301-249-1347 
<F)   3014494»87 

March 25,1998 

Senator Leo Green 
212 James Senate OSes BMg. 
Annapolis, MD 21401-1991 

Oear Senator Green: 

This letter is a foUownjp to otrtetephenecortvarsatian regardino sound bamersejong 
eastbound Route 5D& the Roida 197 ramp. Sinoe the Rt 197 & SO interchange was 
redesigned several years ago. the noise level has gawnconskterairty. RlSOwas 
widened & moved to the south somewhat white 197 was mowed 200 yards doser to the 
neighbo-hood (soufiward). Also, the land that was claimed by the roadwaric consisted 
of several soccer fields & a large wooded area The tee buffer plus me open space 
supplied by the fields kept the drone of Rt 50 to a toteratote level 

As i observe the construction of other sound barriers along the Rt 50 corridor, I realize 
there's a constdeiable cost ararijtwi with such an undertaking. Now that the 
construction of new buildings at the Bowie Health Center comptaac has futher reduced 
the number of trees, the node level has increased dramatically. In fact at night with 
the windows closed, the noise from Rt SO penmates the netghocrhood,* is annoying 
inside the homes as well. 

An alternative to sound bamererraght be to resurface Rt 50 with asphalt similar to that 
found just east of the Ris 50/301 interehan&a. Anyone w*io has ever drtoan on asphalt 
knows how much quieter it is than concrete surfaces. Given the deteriorating condition 
of the Re 50 concrete suface between Freeway Airport & the 197 interchange, perhaps 
applying a layer of asphalt would protect the concrete whfle decreasing the noise level 

I would suggest stesting the resurfacing on Rt 50E at about the 1X2 nde sign fer the 
197 exit (from the westbound dgecfion) continuing at least to thefautbridge over Rt 50 
Qust east of 197). (See attached (Sagrams of the interchange past & present) 

I appreciated the time you spent Gstming to my idea. Feel five to call me if you have 
additional questions. 

Sincerely, . !     . 

Skip Hodgepath 

v 

« 
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May 10.1698 

HEOGEPATH 
4109 NEW HAVEN DRIVE 

BOWIE, MARYLAND 20710*1061 
(Ph) 301-24t-1347 

^      (P)   301-248^007 

Senator Ueo Green 
212 J«ma«» S«nat9 Offioo Bkfp. 
AnAgpolt*. MD 21401-1001 

fm^u 

V 
I wanead to think you and Mr. David Wlrutead fcf yourtifiwly rwpcns©* tonwl 
tnenoisatavaionUSSOnaarMOIOT, Having recelvida copy of Nlr.WlristMd'snwponfi* to 
you ,l wanted to tako this opportuntty to qusstton wvaral polnitB that h« 

i )Ho itsUrd my^^wmmuni^ ow not moot too Oat* ffttoriefirv^bowWRitoouttvwrnywn* 
y«artF9H«^n9tn«wni>if*m»fUa«. JWBMrti<N«*prtniowitrwt.inBif«b«nitr wiw 

barter it taarmntiy undarcoitttftWJon OA IOilN*UrKi U© SO JUftittfi ttf tha MO irtirWArtoa. 
Tha homt« In both of thiso eommunftiii VM* a>fm&»d aftar mfnt. 

in both tniran^aa 1 wai obto to vvit^ Oli OSiMi^^ 
commuta Iiito WaBhinoton, DC. from Bovw#. i

; 

!.'•: 'V. •' j 
Z)Mr. winctead later talks about envHoranantet »'?aiysas peifomwd to avaJuale anticipated 
noise (evftfs in tny community. I'm wonderino "?** A wham those were perfomwd. For 
example, what time of d*y,& from wham the ra»dlnotv*ar» taken. iqyoattonthoManaJysas 
beeauie twrt tanmtiton prajads h«v« basn MNaiway tinea the ndoifoh of the^«V30i 
intan^wiae. The resent wmflaiettotnaf •ddife»n<WtheBowlaHiirthCintar4tha©sr!ksf 
Care rei^haa»*d to me k^ of m^tou^rife^rtno !«»«*• Mr.WfcftildgltfoMftiiteuU 
00dttn^eleve!eaemfeihoy,v^^j#^1ii^lai«THMW*i^y^ 
(me(terneiiii«veieMUO^a»)efbymMW(U^^^ Aiifty«wiwh» 
Hat tteeAty tmvitlitf on oot^ound US 00 tm HHt MB «/ m$ 9m aHiitthoSMrHaoKh 
Center ccmtrudjon utemuy cornea to the reidl ddgo. 

I hope these iseues can atoo be eddreaced in atimeiy manner. I look forward to you^ 
continued esalstanae with thfe matter 

Sncei^y, 

Skip HM^epath 
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From:       Jim Hade 
To: FEisen 
Date:        6/30/98 8:41pm 
Subject:     Northview at Lake Village, Skip Hedgepath 

Fred: 

Recently we sent an interim letter to Skip Hedgepath living on New 
Haven drive on US 50, West of MD 197 

We had last sent an interim letter to Leo Green promising, to get back by 
the end of July.  Please review the last letter to him, his May 10 letter to 
Leo Green, the FEIS records and the plat date information that is in the red 
folder on your desk.   Please initiate a response to him on the points in his 
May 10 letter, using the plat approval date in the context of the improvement 
approval date. 

Thanks 
Jim 

PS: Philip... I found a revised draft for the Leo Green letter, which I added 
to the red notebook in front of the draft that I prepared. 

CC: KPolcak, PTroll, NHardy 

/I4-I5 

• 
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Richard H. Trainor    -"'    ' 

W/yfandDepartmentotTransportation Secre",^, 

estate Highway Administration ^1^°" 

June  5,   1990 

The Honorable Decatur W. Trotter 
The Honorable Nathaniel Exum 
The Honorable Carolyn J. B. Howard 
The Honorable Sylvania W. Woods, Jr. 
5611 Landover Road 
Hyattsville, Maryland 20784 

Dear Senator and Delegates: 

I am writing to inform you of the results of our noise studies for the Willow 
Grove community adjacent to US 50. 

We have completed our noise monitoring at the areas agreed upon by the 
community, and have found that noise levels meet or exceed the 67 decibel impact 
threshold at the end of Bald Hill Terrace and between 4016 and 4030 Caribon Street. 
We had intended to perform continuous 24-hour studies simultaneously at three 
locations from Thursday through Tuesday; however, unfavorable weather conditions 
this spring did not permit this to happen. We were unable to perform a Sunday- 
Monday test, and the data at one location (4102 Caribon Court) was lost due to an 
equipment failure. After examining the data we had collected, we feel that we have 
information that accurately represents noise conditions in the community. 

We also performed simultaneous ground level and second story monitoring. As 
we expected, noise levels were the same or slightly higher (1-4 dBA) at the second 
floor locations. This is because sound traveling above the ground to the second floor 
is not reduced by absorption or scattering from the ground. We also performed 
vibration studies which found no significant vibration levels during the test periods. 

We have reconfirmed that the construction of the residences occurred between 
1985 and 1988, well after the original highway and several years after June 1982, 
when location approval was given for the US 50 upgrade.  It is our policy that noise 
barriers should be considered only where construction of a highway caused the 
impact to an existing development.  Location approval is considered the official date of 
public knowledge of a highway project. Because Willow Grove was constructed after 
location approval was given, the community is not eligible for noise barriers. 

333-1111 
My telephone number is (301 )_ 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 O.C Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert  St.. Baltimore, Maryland  21203-0717 
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r       we recognize that the Willow Grove community is impacted by noise. H•ever, 

review and explain our results. 

from view. 

i rearet that I cannot offer a more positive response to you and your 

you require additional information. 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/t 

cc:     Mr. Creston J. Mills, Jr. 
Mr. Charles B. Adams 
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Maryland Department of Transportation Secre,8rv 

State Highway Administration AdLiSi 
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June 4,   1990 

The Honorable Paul S. Sarbanes 
1518 Federal Office Building 
31 Hopkins Plaza 
Baltimore, Maryland 21201 

Dear Senator Sarbanes: 

I am writing to inform you of the results of our noise studies for the Willow 
Grove community adjacent to US 50. 

We have completed our noise monitoring at the areas agreed upon by the 
community, and have found that noise levels meet or exceed the 67 decibel impact 
threshold at the end of Bald Hill Terrace and between 4016 and 4030 Caribon Street. 
We had intended to perform continuous 24-hour studies simultaneously at three 
locations from Thursday through Tuesday; however, unfavorable weather conditions 
this spring did not permit this to happen. We were unable to perform a Sunday- 
Monday test, and the data at one location (4102 Caribon Court) was lost due to an 
equipment failure. After examining the data we had collected, we feel that we have 
information that accurately represents noise conditions in the community. 

We also performed simultaneous ground lever and second story monitoring. As 
we expected, noise levels were the same or slightly higher (1-4 dBA) at the second 
floor locations. This is because sound traveling above the ground to the second floor 
is not reduced by absorption or scattering from the ground. We also performed 
vibration studies which found no significant vibration levels during the test periods. 

We have reconfirmed that the construction of the residences occurred between 
1985 and 1988, well after the original highway and several years after June 1982, 
when location approval was given for the US 50 upgrade.  It is our policy that noise 
barriers should be considered only where construction of a highway caused the 
impact to an existing development.  Location approval is considered the official date of 
public knowledge of a highway project. Because Willow Grove was constructed after 
location approval was given, the community is not eligible for noise barriers. 

My telephone number is (301) 333-1111 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert  St.,  Baltimore, Maryland  21203-0717 
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We recognize that the Willow Grove community is impacted by noise   However 
we are firm .n our belief that priority for noise barrier instruction should be for S 
areas where highway construction caused the impacts to an existing community  To 
make an excepton for one community would be unfair to the many other areas in 

SI"M^M6 n0,Se, oT**8 hT n0t been approvedfor **same reason. In a 
letter to Mrs. Margaret Boles, we have offered to meet with the community residents to 
review and explain our results. wmmunny resiaents to 

A landscape project will be undertaken upon completion of the hiqhwav 
construct.on. We will give full consideration to screening needs adjacent to the Willow 

from ti3^3" Sh0U,d Pr0Vld8 S0m8 psych0l09ical re,ief by screening the highway 

I regret that I cannot offer a more positive response to you and your 
constituents, but I hope that I have adequately explained why the area does not 
qualify for inclusion in our noise abatement program. Do not hesitate to contact me if 
you require additional information. 

Sincerely, / 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/t 

cc:     Mr. Creston J. Mills, Jr. 
Mr. Charles B. Adams 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 

November 17, 1994 

William Donald Schaeler 
Governor 

0. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Thomas L. Osborne 
Deputy Secretary 

?/ 

The Honorable Decatur W. Trotter 
Senate of Maryland 
313 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Trotter: 

Thank you for your recent letter about a sound barrier for the Enterprise Estates Community 
adjacent to US 50 in Prince George's County. 

I agree the Enterprise Estates area is like Willow Grove, as it was apparently approved and 
constructed similarly.  I have discussed this with Hal Kassoff and have asked that the Willow 
Grove study be expanded to include the Enterprise Estates Community. 

The initial investigation will determine the extent of impact within the community and the 
length, height, and cost of a sound barrier system to reduce noise levels.  If we determine an 
effective barrier can be constructed within our cost criteria, we will proceed with the final 
design of the barrier.  We anticipate this initial study will be completed by the end of March, 
1995. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Deputy Secretary Tom Osborne 
at (410) 859-7261 or State Highway Administrator Hal Kassoff at (410) 333-1111. 

Sincerely, 

cc:      Mr. Thomas L. Osborne 
Mr. Hal Kassoff 

% 859-7600 
My telephone number is (410)- 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 684-6919 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
ca 
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MM•     J     _# r» J , «. . fiiff    '  William Donald SchaeTer 
Maryland Department of Transportation Governor 
The Secretary's Office. * 0. James Lighthlzer 

£•£ Secretary 

Thomas L. Osborne 
Deputy Secretary 

November 17, 1994 

The Honorable Decatur W. Trotter 
Senate of Maryland 
313 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Trotter: / / 

Thank you for your recent letter about a sound barrier for the Enterprise Estates Community 
adjacent to US 50 in Prince George's County. 

I agree the Enterprise Estates area is like Willow Grove, as it was apparently approved and 
constructed similarly.  I have discussed this with Hal Kassoff and have asked that the Willow 
Grove study be expanded to include the Enterprise Estates Community. 

The initial investigation will determine the extent of impact within the community and the 
length, height, and cost of a sound barrier system to reduce noise levels.  If we determine an 
effective barrier can be constructed within our cost criteria, we will proceed with the final 
design of the barrier.  We anticipate this initial study will be completed by the end of March, 
1995. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Deputy Secretary Tom Osborne 
at (410) 859-7261 or State Highway Administrator Hal Kassoff at (410) 333-1111. 

Sincerely, 

cc:      Mr. Thomas L. Osborne 
Mr. Hal Kassoff 

859-7600 
My telephone number is (410)- 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 684-6919 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
r\ 
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*-_.       . -i        _/i       ^     . _ ,   .. /iU <? William Donald Schaefer 
Maryland Department of Transportation >3 Governor 
The Secretary's Office. O- James Lighthizer 

•££ Secretary 

Thomas L. Osborne 
Deputy Secretary 

November 17, 1994 

The Honorable Decatur W. Trotter 
Senate of Maryland 
313 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Trotter: 

Thank you for your recent letter about a sound barrier for the Enterprise Estates Community 
adjacent to US 50 in Prince George's County. 

I agree the Enterprise Estates area is like Willow Grove, as it was apparently approved and 
constructed similarly.  I have discussed this with Hal Kassoff and have asked that the Willow 
Grove study be expanded to include the Enterprise Estates Community. 

The initial investigation will determine the extent of impact within the community and the 
length, height, and cost of a sound barrier system to reduce noise levels.  If we determine an 
effective barrier can be constructed within our cost criteria, we will proceed with the final 
design of the barrier.  We anticipate this initial study will be completed by the end of March, 
1995. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Deputy Secretary Tom Osborne 
at (410) 859-7261 or State Highway Administrator Hal Kassoff at (410) 333-1111. 

Sincerely, 

cc:      Mr. Thomas L. Osborne 
Mr. Hal Kassoff 

859-7600 
My telephone number is (410)- 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 684-6919 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 



• 

• 

The Honorable Decatur W. Trotter 
313 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Trotter: 

Thank you for your recent letter about a sound barrier for the Enterprise Estates 
Community adjacent to US 50 in Prince George's County. 

I agree that the Enterprise Estates area is like Willow Grove, as it was approved and 
constructed similarly. I have discussed this with Hal Kassoff and have asked that the 
Willow Grove study be expanded to include the Enterprise Estates Community. 

The initial investigation will determine the extent of impact within the community and the 
length, height and cost of a sound barrier system to reduce noise levels.  If it is 
determined that an effective barrier can be constructed within our cost criteria, we will 
proceed with the final design of the barrier.  It is anticipated that this initial study can be 
completed by the end of March, 1995. 

If you have, any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Tom Osborne, Deputy 
Secretary at (410) 859-7261 or Mr. Hal Kassoff at (410) 333-1111. 

Sincerely, 

O. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 
Maryland Department of Transportation 

cc:      Mr. Tom Osborne 
Mr. Hal Kassoff 

Prepared by:  Charlie Adams 
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DECATUR w. TROTTER 
24TH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 
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VICE CHAIRMAN 
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VICE CHAIRMAN 
|lNCE GEORGE'S COUNTY SENATE DELEGATION 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE 
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ABUSE COMMISSION 
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PROJECT ADVISORY COUNCIL 

JOINT SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
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JOINT COMMITTEE ON PENSIONS 
CHAIRMAN 

FINANCIAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 
CO-CHAIRMAN 

COMMITTEE ON MANAGEMENT OF PUBLIC FUNDS 

STRICT I DISTRICT 
MAILING ADDRESS: 1891 BRIGHTSEAT ROAD 

LANOOVER, MD    Z078S 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE: 

313 JAMES SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 
ANNAPOLIS, MD   21401-1991 

TELEPHONE: 
BALTIMORE AREA - (4 10) 84 1-3148 

WASHINGTON - (30 I) 8S8-3 I 48 
DISTRICT OFFICE - (30 I ) 772-2800 

SENATE OF MARYLAND <^       r*r-/% 
AMNAPOUS. MARYLAND   21401-1991 KJ^  ^  RtQElVED 

OCT ^ 1994 

Lighthizer 

October 18, 1994 

Mr 0. James 
Secretary- 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
Baltimore-Washington Airport 
P. 0. Box 8755 \ ••< •'• 
Baltimore, Maryland 21240 

Dear Mr. Lighthazer: 

* M-.1
 ?a7f f®cently met with the Enterprise Citizens Association 

of Mitchellville, Maryland. This citizens association represents a 
group of homeowners whose subdivision is adjacent to Willow Grove 
As you remember, this civic association is the one that was 
recently granted approval for sound barriers. As stated in the 
attached letter, Governor Schaefer determined that the design work 
tor the Willow Grove sound barriers should be starting soon. 

It is my position that the residents of Enterprise Estates are 
deserving of sound barriers and that the design process should 
begin simultaneously with that of Willow Grove. There are several 
compelling arguments for beginning both projects at the same time 
First, both communities are behind route 50 and are less than 500 
teet apart. Secondly, it is more cost effective to start the 
process for both since these two communities requested relief from 
noise caused by traffic flow from route 50 at the same time. 

Please contact my office this week and let me know how you 
plani to proceed with this matter. I trust that this group will 
receive favorable consideration on the inclusion of sound barriers 
near their community. 

• 

Sincerely, 

D^Cfajzftr w.   Trotter 
Senator, 24th Legislative District 
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TATE OF MARYLAND 
FFICE OF THE GOVERNOR J^ff/k <h;id,//f 

February 13, 1995 

The Honorable Decatur W. Trotter 
Senate of Maryland 
313 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Trotter: 

PARRIS N. GLENDENING 
GOVERNOR 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE 
STATE HOUSE 

100 STATE CIRCLE 
ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 21401 

(410) 974-3901 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 
SUITE 311 

444 NORTH CAPITOL STREET, N.W. 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20001 

(202) 638-2215 

TDD (410) 333-3098 

• 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding a sound barrier for the Willow Grove 
Community.  As you state in your letter, we have determined that an effective sound barrier 
can be constructed within our cost criteria.  The State Highway Administration (SHA) is 
therefore preparing design plans and specifications for this area. 

As you asked, subsequent to the request to study Willow Grove, the State Highway 
Administration initiated preliminary studies for the Enterprise Estates, Vista Estates, and 
Lottsford communities.  These preliminary analyses will be completed this spring.  Once 
these additional investigations are complete, we will be able to see the big picture for noise 
abatement along this section of US 50. Therefore, I think it best that we not go beyond the 
design phase on the Willow Grove project until all preliminary analyses of the area have 
been finished.  In the meantime, design activities for Willow Grove will remain unaffected. 
The State Highway Administration will keep you and your constituents apprised as the design 
proceeds. 

Thank you again for your interest in noise abatement possibilities for this area.   If 
you have any questions, please feel free to contact State Highway Administrator Hal Kassoff 
at (410) 333-1111. 

Sincerely, 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

cc:      Mr. Hal Kassoff 

MOOT 
® 



"7 ^Ll UL 
/ '*. •" Parris N. Gleridening 

^/ Mary/and Department of Transportation Governor 
David L. Winstead    4/ O 

• 

The Secretary's Office „ 
Secretary 
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Thomas L. Osborne 
Deputy Secretary 

May 22, 1995 

The Honorable Decatur W. Trotter 
Senate of Maryland 
313 James Senate Office Building 
Annapolis MD  21401-1991 

Dear Senm&rTrotter 

I am writing to follow up on the issue of noise barriers on US 50 for the communities of 
Willow Grove, Enterprise Estates, Vista Estates, and Lottsford. 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) has completed the studies to determine whether 
effective noise barriers could be built within our current cost criterion.   I am pleased to be 
able to tell you that each of the communities can be protected by a barrier within our 
maximum cost guidelines.  This determination had previously been made only for the Willow 
Grove community. 

SHA is in the process of developing final construction documents for these barriers.   While 
we have not yet identified funding for them, this issue is a priority we will be addressing and 
which we hope to resolve by this coming fall. 

I trust you will be pleased with this result.   If you have any questions, please feel free to call 
Mr. John Lewis, of my staff, at (410) 859-7966. 

Sincerely, 

/id L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:       Mr. Hal Kassoff 
Mr. John Lewis 
Mr. Thomas L. Osborne 

My telephone number is (410)-  S59-7600  
TTY For the Deal: (410) 684-6919 

Post Office Box 8755. 3altimore/ Wasmnqton International Airport. Maryland 21240-0755 
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The Honorable Decatur Trotter 
Senate of Maryland 
313 James Senate Office Building 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Trotter: 

I am writing in follow-up on the issue of noise barriers on US 50 for the communities of 
Willow Grove, Enterprise Estates, Vista Estates and Lottsford. 

The studies to determine if effective noise barriers could be built within our current cost 
criterion have been completed by the State Highway Administration (SHA).  These 
studies have concluded that each of the communities can be protected by a barrier within 
our maximum cost guidelines. This determination had previously been made for the 
Willow Grove community.  I am pleased to be able to tell you of this positive result. 

SHA is in the process of developing final construction documents for these barriers.  At 
this point, we have not identified funding for these barriers. Please be assured that this 
is a priority we will be addressing and hope to have resolved before the construction 
documents are completed this coming fall. 

I hope you will be pleased with this information.  We still have a little work to do on the 
finding, but this should be resolved over the next few months. 

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. John Lewis of my staff. John may be 
reached at (410) 859-7966. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:       Mr. John Lewis 
Mr. Hal Kassoff 
Mr. Thomas Osborne 

• 
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The Honorable Leo E. Green 
Senate of Maryland 
3123 Belair Drive 
Bowie MD 20715-3198 

Dear Senator Green: 

fx xr .I11*1* y0U f0r forwa
T
rding ^ SkiP Hedgepath's May 10 letter regarding a sound barrier 

tor Northview community. I appreciate this opportunity to clarify his questions 

Mr. Hedgepath asks specific questions that require collecting information from a number 

whhlhTresuTts6 ^ ^ eXpeCted t0 be comPleted by the end of ^ly and we will contact you 

.yhank you again for your letter. If you have any other questions on this matter, please do 
not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, the State Highway Administration's Director of 
hnvironmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc: Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Wrtliams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

• 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 

July 17, 1998 

-J? 
Partis N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

The Honorable Leo E. Green 
Senate of Maryland 
3123 Belair Drive 
Bowie MD 20715-3195 

Dear Serj3«jrGreen: 

Thank you for your recent letter requesting noise measurements at the Princeton Square 
community which included Ms. Catherine Andreoli's letter asking for information about the 
communities along US 50 with sound barriers. I appreciate your continued interest in this issue. 

In my previous letter to you about the eligibility of Princeton Square for a sound barrier, I 
indicated that the area did not meet the eligibility date criterion. When it "is determined that a 
community does not meet the eligibility date criterion, no further analysis, including noise 
readings, is undertaken, because to do so would raise expectations which could not be met. 
There may be a possibility that measurements could be taken by Prince George's County or if the 
community would like, we can provide the names of independent firms, which can obtain this 
information for them. If the community would like to pursue either of these options, they can 
contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, the State Highway Administration's Director of Environmental 
Design, at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Ms. Andreoli said she would like information regarding communities along US 50 that 
received sound barriers. Her response requires information from several sources. Presently, Mr. 
Adams and his staff are securing this information. I look forward to being able to share this 
information with you within the next few weeks. 

Thank you again for your letter. If you have any other questions on this matter, please do 
not hesitate to contact me or Mr. Adams, who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or 
1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, yf 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number Is 410-865-1000 
Toll Free Number 1-888-713-1414   TTY For the Deaf: 410-865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 



ft 
^ 

The Honorable Leo E. Green 
Page Two 

bcc:    Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie A. Frelow, Assistant Director, Office of Administrative Services, Maryland 
Department of Transportation 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. John M. Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of Transportation 

Serial #11664 
Drafted by: Natalie Hardy, OED/LAD/NAT -July 7,1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\GREEN03.DOC 

j^ 
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LEO E. GREBN 
29RD LECISUmVE DISTRICT 
PRIMCC ffiEXHtacs COUNTY 

JAMES SENATE OFFICE BUILPlNa 
ROOM 212 

ANNAPOUS. MARYVkND ZI40I-1MI 

TBLtSTMOMe: 
WA9H1NCT0N AREA-(aOn aSO-MSl 

BALTIMORE AREA-(419) aAl-MST 
rax* sse/B»t 417* 

E-Mail: leojwia@«Baie.5mtfi tnd us 

June 30.1998 

ANNAPOLIS, M*RTtA«iD 21401-1991 

AJufis 

MAJOR COMMITTtES! 
VICe-CMAlftMAN 

JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS 
LBaiCLATIVK POUCY 

eXecUTJVe NOMINATIONS 
JOINT COMMCTTEE 

SN SOCMQIMa AewaaaAaiLiTV 
GOVERNOR'S WORK POROE 

INVB6TMBNT BOARD 

SENATE O^ MARYLAND REGETVEE) 

ELeaa^ Prepare Bfi^po&M W 

JUl    2 1998 

SECRETARY DEPARTMENT 
01! 1RANSPORTATI0N 

The Honozable David L. Wiostead 
Sccrctaiy, Dcpanmott of Transponation 
P.O. Box 8755 
BwiA^pcic^iD ixm-snx 

Dear Seen 
1,1 

Thank yew fewr your letter of June 12,1998, Kgarfing die Princeton Square Conunimities 
request in a sound barrier, Endosed, please find Ms. Andreoli's response to your assessment 
in this regard. If you would review the enclosed and once again provute me with your 

. such, it would be greatly appreciated. 

you for your attention to this matter. 

of Maryland 

;:; -4 

Sil 

mm 
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Dear Senator Gteeo, 

I wasquato smpasodty tha raepoiunifiom the State Higbway AAmnisteatian. 

It seemsit© rac that I dearly xameaber wttchiag MB» ^ Ota eoaaniiitiwaanatlyzaeeivragiiate 

tamos Wng built well after I bad moved ime Frinrwi Square. I also asan to wall thai the 

modificstioos to Route 50 ocasted at the same time &i t?e iradifiatiaBneKPrincctaii Square. 

IB additioii I aaiaot dunk of one wnunnnity «wept ftinceaaSquaic that I« not recewea a noise tantef 

along the Route 50 comdorbetiwea DCandtheBay Biul^iiiatycaseaUoftbenifannaiioniesaiding 

which comnnuiities have received bamans ehouldbe a nanerafPublic record and the details should be 

available fioa the SBA. 

p^iriing ih* tinig igpel. the last audv was done dica 1985 and another study would 

• $ •'" 

give us a mote definite answer as to the cuneat noise lewel and impact on the comawmty. 

Asapaientandaoatselbelieve that ite safety of the oomnnmiy should also bea 

concent "Of the SHA. 

.   Th»ikyouforyour assistance in Has natter. 

Sincerely, 

"k 

Catherine F. Ascteob RN, EdM. CCSN 

""•*<' ' '^"•'^•-'rMhi""" -— 

•i*'?:. 
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MARYIAND DEPARTMENT OF Ti?AWSPORTATION 
THE SECRETARY'S OFFICE 

REQUEST FOR PREPARATION OF CORRESPONDENCE 

TO:    WILLIAMS 

FROM: Grean, Leo   06/30/98 

JLOG DAT?: 07/02/98 /cdj  SERIAL*: 11664 

DATE: 07/06/98 

RE: THANK YOU FOR LETTER ON JUNE 12, 19&8 REGASGING   RESPOND BY: 07/13/98 
THE PRINCETON SQUARE COMMUNITIES REQUEST 

[X]  PREPARE RESPONSE FOR SECRETARY'S SIGNATURE 
[ }  PREPARE RESPONSE FOR SECRETARY'S SISNATURE ON BEHAX»F OF 

GOVERNOR (Note Governor as cc) 
[ J  REPLY DIRECTLY, ACKNOWLEDGING SECRETARY'S RECEIPT, SHOW 

CC TO SECRETARY 
[ ]  PREPARE RESPONSE FOR GOVERNOR'S SIGNATURE 
[ ]  PLEASE HANDLE AS-APPROPRIATE 

FOR USB BY FES PONSIBLE UNIT 

ASSIGNED TO    CJWnltp Ofh/Ynr*        *»„. 
TO BE EETUBNED TO ADMIMSTRATOR'S OFHCB BY:     J'Ci HO' 
SPECIAL INSTRUOIONS: "'  ^'" 'v 

7-'(*q$ 

BESPONSE PREPARED BY:   
~^    1 —flNama / Telephohe / 

TYPED !5Y:       rlMA, '• Ml 1   -        ? 

BY^SSIQNED AREA 

Date) 

PROOFRJ2AD BY: 

CO 
C CO 5 
s: CD 5 
 x c- m 

5- a> HT 

S -73 -fi» 
• "*: ZK .-< 

 J^ «tf g 
INTERIM TSLEPHONERESPONSE     2 « 2 

rn -— 

(You can buy yourself some additional time in preparing a written reply by telephoning the 
consticueat, explaining whai's happening, and indicating when he/she may expect a formal 
reply. Please fiUthis portion and mail bade the yellow sheet to obtain an extension on your 
reply deadline.) £, 

Name of Person Called: ' 
Written follow-up will be prepared by:. 

Date: 

TO SHERRY VARNER @MDOT (MS-2S5} 

D-TSO-062 



Maryland Department of Transportation Lav^rNG,endenin9 

The Secretary's Office David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

June 29, 1998 

The Honorable Leo E. Green 
Senate of Maryland 
3123 Belair Drive 
Bowie MD 20715=3^98 

Dear Senafcjfureen 

Thank you for forwarding Mr. Skip Hedgepath's recent letter regarding a sound barrier 
for the Northview community. I appreciate this opportunity to respond to his questions. 

• Mr. Hedgepath asks specific questions that require collecting information from a number 
of sources. The analysis is expected to be completed by the end of July, and we will contact you 
with thp rpcnltc 

Thank you again for your letter. If you have any other questions on this matter, please do 
not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, the State Highway Administration's Director of 
Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

• My telephone number Is 410-865-1000 
Toll Free Number 1-888-713-1414    TTY For the Deaf: 410-865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
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The Honorable Leo E. Green 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, MDOT, Serial #11418 

Drafted by: James Hade, OED/LAD/NAT --June 18,1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\GREEN02.DOC 
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May 10,1^96 

HEOGiPiOTH 
4109 NEW RMfEN DRIVE 

BOWIE, MARYLAND 2a71«-1«ei 

(P)   3014^0007 

4 W!l 

UPM* **$lsi**» ftoe»*a»9 tiesr IffiBri'&irt'w/ 
Senator Uo^ 
212 Jcmw* S«»PMrt» Office Uidfi. 
Annapote, ^O 21401-1681 

< 

I wart«d to thartkyou and Mr, David Wlneteadjif1 yourfimaly rd8fiWfito WL^-..«-•- -. 

youJwailtedtotaK«thi8oppoitinliyio^«rt^««*nJp0lntot^ f 

i)H#«fef^ 

V   • 

Th» hetrnffl in ^etft ©f *»§«• esmmuniii wmmmmm *m mm. w 

CDmmutaii-itDWa3hinaton.DC.fromB<wto.   ; L , 

2)Mr wifltead later talks about ©nviwuner^ f^tfyses parfdmiad tgavaiu^eartigpateci 
noise l«v^s in my smmW-»'»»»wwiilartrtg mtn & ^ham tjjita vwtT^J^^ifiL,^ 

^^Mttm ef #y, Aftemwiiir© 
ur^ayiiribaiiiari^iaflneftha 

16 ii 
WMW...^-.  _  - 

CeniafcitniftfucJiortUtirti 

l hope this* isauas can alfo be addmswd irt 
eontlnu^t a^lstanac with thte mattar. Hill'; 

manner. Ibdkfwwanitoyour 

I 
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The Honorable Leo E. Green 
Senate of Maryland 
3123 Belair Drive 
Bowie MD 20715-3198 

Dear Senator Green: 

for NorSSi^011 f0r f0rwa
T
rdinS ^ SkiP Hedgepath's May 10 letter regarding a sound barrier 

for Northv,ew commumty. I appreciate this opportunity to clarify his questions 

of soured ^hSf11-aSkS SPeCifiC, qiIlSti0nS that requir? C0l,ectinS information from a number 
with The results        ^ ^ ^ ^ * COmpleted by the end of July and we wil1 contact you 

nnt hJ?^ y0U asai" for y.011,1"Ietter- Ifyo" have any other questions on this matter please do 
rnvfronmen£ n   ^ ^ ^ * ^ thQ StatQ H]^y Administration's Direct of _    bnvironmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc: Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

§ 
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The Honorable Leo E. Green J {(/^ 
3123 Belair Drive 
Bowie MD 20715-3195 

Dear Senator Green: 

Thank you for forwarding Mr. Skip Hedgepath's letter of May 10, 1998 regarding 
a sound barrier for the eastbound lanes of US 50 at the MD 19^famp in Bowie. I 
appreciate this opportunity to clarify hfs questions. 

Mr. Hedgepath is correct that a noise barrier was completed several months ago 
on Westbound US 50 just east of 195 intemiange.  The upgrade of US 50 was studied 
under two separate environmental documentation processes. During the environmental 
analysis process for the eastern half two communities were identified as being impacted 
in future years. The analysis was inconsistent with our noise policy which uses the home 
construction date (not plat approval date) as whannust occur prior to location approval 
for the highway in order to be considered for noiseVpatement. 

The communities of Enterprise Estates requested equal treatment and were 
reanalyzed and found to qualify under the Type ,1 program assumptions used for the 
eastern part of the analysis.  We are now condi/cting a similar review for your 
community. We expect to have the analysis completed by\|ie end of July and will 
contact you with the results. 

Thank you again for your letter. Ifyou have any other questions on this matter, 
please do not hesitate to contact me or W Charles B. Adams, thfeJState Highway 
Administration's Director of Environmei/tal Design, who may be reached at 410-545- 
8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

• 

• 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
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BCC: 
Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, State Highway Administration ^ 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway flk 
Administration ^P 

Ms, Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation       , 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway 
Administration 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, MOOT, Serial #11418 

Drafted by:James Hade, OED/LAD/NAT-June 18, 1998 
E:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\ 1998\DRAFTS\Greenhedg.dlw 
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Parrls N. Glendeninc 

Jtl^     Maryland Department of Transportation 

$* 

Parrls N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
The Secretary's Office Secretary 

John D. Porcarl 
Deputy Secretary 

June 12, 1998 

The Honorable Leo E. Green 
Senate of Maryland 
3123 Belair Drive 
Bowie MD 20715,-3198 

Dear SenaJafGreen: 

Thank you for your recent letter requesting further review of the Princeton Square 
community for sound barrier eligibility. I appreciate your interest in this matter. 

In her letter to you, Ms. Catherine Andreoli's suggested that new communities along US 
50 were receiving sound barriers. All communities located along US 50 that have ••f 
batriers met the criteria for our Type I program. Under this program, the majonty of impacted 
homes must have existed prior to the date on which the proposed highway improvements were 
approved. Unfortunately, the Princeton Square community does not meet this criterion. 

Princeton Square was also reviewed for our Type II program, which requires a commuruty 
to have existed prior to the original construction of the highway. Since this community postdates 
the original construction of US 50, it is also not eligible for sound barriers under the Type H 

program. 

In her letter Ms. Andreoli also said that a recent article appeared in the Bowie Blade 
stating that noise levels had more than doubled since 1985. The State Highway Administration 
(SHA) has no record of a conversation with the Bowie Blade and would appreciate knowing 
when any article was published. Such an article not withstanding, the date requirement remains 
the controlling factor on community eligibility for sound barriers. 

Finally Ms Andreoli indicated that the community removed a playground located close to 
the highway because there were no barriers in place to prevent the possible intrusion of vehicles 
into this facility. Although I sympathize with the legitimate concern of parents for the welfare ot 
their children, it is important to remember that the primary purpose of sound bamers is to reduce 
the impacts of highway noise. 

My telephona number Is (410)- 865-1000  
Toll Free Number 1-888-713-1414 TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Poet Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 ^ 
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The Honorable Leo E. Green 
Page Two 

Thank you again for your letter. I regret that we are unable to accommodate the 
Princeton Square Community's request for sound barriers. As you know, funding is 
always scarce, and there are still many communities that qualify for a Type I program that 
are still waiting for their barriers. If you have any other questions, please do not hesitate 
to contact me or Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, who 
may be reached at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely,   A 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Catherine Andreoli 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
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The Honorable Leo E. Green 
Page Three 

Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Varner, Correspondence Team, MOOT, Serial #11418 

Drafted by: Natalie Hardy, OED/LAD/NAT -- June 8, 1998 
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LEO B. GRBCM 
SSRO LESISIATIVS DISTRICT 
pttlMCS CEOBSPa COUNTY 

IAMBS SENATE OPPICS IUILDINS 
ROOM aia 

ANNAPeUI. MARYLAND ai«i*'»»' 
TELEPHONei 

WACHINftTON AWB^lSOl) B»B«aCTI 
BikLTIHABE ABBA^A1«I O^I'MJl 

PAMe8aA4t4lT« 
E-Mail: leo^reen@5enate.sute.mi.us 

May 29,1998 

SENATE OF MARYLAND 
MlRYtAHP 21401-1991 /)  ANNAPOK;, 

?loaa» Prepare Sewccaa* Po» S^wtoaf"^ 

MAJOR COMMITTEBS: 
VICE-CHAIRMAN 

JUDICIAL. PROCEBDINflS 
UBS!3W*TIVB POLlev 

EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 
JOINT COMHITTBB 

ON SPlNDLNd AFFORDAeiLITY 
COVEBNOft'O WORK PORC» 

INVEBTMSNT BOARD 

RECEIVE© 
JUM    8  1999 

SECRETARY DEPAffTlW^Ni 
OF TRANSPOO^*T,',• 

# 

The Honorable David L. Winstad 
Secretary, Dept. of Transpoitadon 
P.O. Box S7S5 
BWlAiipq^*m 212fiM)755 

Dear Secretary 

I am writtog on behalf of Hie members of the Princeton Square Home Owner's Association 
regardtag sound barriers in their conanunity. As you can read in Catherine Andtcoli's 
enclosed letter, Princeton Square borders Route 50 in Bowie and when a barrier request was 
made previously it was denied. However, as Ms, Andreoli, Secretary for the HOA points out, 
the situation has not changed. 

I believe farther review is wananted in this case. If you would review the enclosed and 
provide me wifc your assistance in this regard; it would be sreaily appreciated, to advance, 
thank you for your time and attention to this matter. 

Sincexel; 

ct of Maryland 
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4610 Langston Drive 
Bowie, Mary land 20715 

1^27,1998 

# 

Dear *J&*-~A"»' 

Sevexal years ago the Prfncewa Square Community, requested 

borders several privajehoo^ and the PrincetoAS^Conununity^ 

deniedfbr several reasons hoover, ^e now believe the situation has changed. 

* uA-tPAHte 50 was in existence prior to Princeton Square and        . 
1.     We were told ** ^JO^f SrS cofflmunitics that were built 
therefore we were not entitled to bamers however many wauu 
after Route 50 have now received Noise Bamers. 

since 1985. 

Forth^»«oii.«teU«veaUtiiiBfeti«Qa^eB«i=al>y<l>eSia» 

the Princeton Square Community    , 

Sincerely, 

Cayenne F. Andreoli 
Vice Presidenl Princeton Square HOA 
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Parris N. Glendening 
Maryland Department of Transportation Governor 
The Secretary's Office David L Wjnstead 

Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

April 6, 1998 

The Honorable Leo E. Green 
Senate of Maryland 
212 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21,401-1991 

Dear SepaterGreen: 

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of Mr. Skip Hedgepath regarding a sound 
barrier for the eastbound lanes of US 50 at the MD 197 ramp in Bowie.  I appreciate this 
opportunity to clarify how the State's Sound Barrier Policy applies to your constituent's 
community. 

For a community to be considered for a sound barrier, noise levels must exceed 66 
decibels, the majority of the impacted homes must have been built prior to the original 
construction of the highway, and an effective barrier must be able to be built at a reasonable 
cost.  The tax records indicate that Mr. Hedgepath's community was developed between 
1979 and 1982.  The system opening of US 50, however, was in the mid to late 1950s. 
Based upon this last piece of information, we are unable to consider a sound barrier for this 
community. 

Although Mr. Hedgepath's community is not eligible for a sound barrier because it 
fails to meet the date criterion, we did review previous environmental analyses to see what 
information was available on the noise levels in the area.  The last analysis indicated that the 
66 decibel impact line would not extend more than 200 feet from US 50.  The area of 
concern is more than 1,300 feet from US 50 and more than 400 feet from MD 197. 
Although residents hear traffic noise at these distances, those levels would be below the 66 
decibel threshold. 

Mr. Hedgepath recommends repaving a section of US 50 to reduce noise levels. 
Although some asphalt pavements result in less tire noise than concrete pavements, changing 
the pavement surface Avould not reduce noise levels by a significant amount.  In any event, 
however, we do not use repaving as a noise abatement solution, and Mr. Hedgepath's 
community does not qualify for State-assisted noise abatement. 

My telephone number is 410-865-1000 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 .    & 

--':.).    •      •    • •.•:' 'vY-.:?,-*'-Ji- ' ^. ' •v\i^If^' 



6-7 
The Honorable Leo Green 
Page Two 

Thank you again for your letter.  I regret that I am unable to offer a positive 
response.  If you have any other questions on this matter, please do not hesitate to contact 
me or Mr. Charles B. Adams, the State Highway Administration's Director of Environmental 
Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

cc: 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

• 

mtf:!- • v:n%^i>f#;T .•;'• ^wS^$^^M^^0 
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The Honorable Leo E. Green 
Page Three 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. John Petty, Assistant to the Secretary, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Ms. Nanette Schieke, Policy Analyst, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Varner, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of Transportation, 

Serial #10895 
Mr. Charles K. Watkins, District 3 Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant to the District Engineer, State Highway 

Administration 

SERIAL: #10895 
OEDNAT: #1604 
Drafted by: Ken Polcak and Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- March 31, 1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\GREEN04.DOC 
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SENATE OF MARYLAND 
ANNAPOUS. MARYLAND 21401-1991 RECEIVED 

March 26,1998 

The Honorable David L. Wmstead 
Secretary, Dq>aitaieat of Transportation 
P.O. Box 8755 
BWIAiipoiCMD 212404)755 

NAR   27 B98 

iECRETART DEPARTMENT 
OF TRANSPORTATION 

US- Qet- LwP^ 

Dear Secretaiy 

I am writing cm lehalf of my cflnsttaiem, Sk^ Hedgqath of 4109 New Haven Drive in 
Bowie, Maryland 20716, KEardmg sound banicts on easttwund Route 50 in Bowie. Asyou 
can read in his endosed letter, Mr. Hedgepath is concerned over the increasing amount of 
iwiseexperiencedlvhiiii^andl^iiea^iboisduetottafficonRouteSO. He surmises that 
the elevated noise levels are due to both new construction in Ae area wiuch has decreased me 
Dumber of trees thai provided a barrier to such, as well as escalating traffic, fit any event, he 
is interested in alleviating the problem by sound barriers or new paving. 

If you would review the enclosed and provide me widi your comments on such, it would be 
greaflyjBpreciated. jn advance, thankyou for your attention to this matter. 

District of Maryland 

% 



e3/25/Ris! 'ftzti:42Tta&^NISTRfi^^0.3^JS8S.iH . «^3/^ 

HEDGS»ATH 
4109 NEW HAMGNORME 

BOWE. MARYIANO 20716-1081 
(Ph) 301-24S.1347 
(F)   301-24WB97 

March 25,1998 

Senator Leo Green 
212 James Senate Office BMg. 
Annapolis, MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Greorc 

This letter is a tbUow^p to or teteptene conversation regardino sound bamers along 
easlbound Route SO & the Rode 197 ramp. Since the Rt 197 & 50 aterchange was 
redesigned aeverai yoars ago. the noise level has ffownconsidersbiy. RtSOwas 
widened & moved to the sodh somewhat, white 197 was moved 200 yards dosertothe 
neighba-hood (souSiwad). Also, the land thai was claimed by the noadworic consisted 
of several soccer fields & a (aige wooded area TCettee buffer pbis the open space 
supplied by the fields kept the drone of Rt 50 to a tolerable level 

As I observe the constmction of other sound barriers along the Rt 50 corridor, I realize 
there's a oonsideiable cost assodated with such an undertaking. Now that the 
construction of new buildings at the Bowie Health Center comptot has tiffther reduced 
tho number of trees, the noise level has increased dramatically, in fact at night with 
the windows closed, the noise from Rt SO permeates the neighfierhood, & is annoying 
inside the homes as well. 

An alternative to sound bamercirigft be to resurface Rt 50 with asphalt similar fio that 
found just east of the Ris 50/301 irtoihange. Anyone who has ever drtven on asphalt 
Knows how much quieter it is than concrete sufaces Given the deteriorating condition 
of the Ri 50 concrete suteoe between Freeway Airport & the 197 interchange, perhaps 
applying a layer of asptatt would pratect the concrete whfle decreasing the noise toveL 

I would suggest string the resurfacing on Ri 90E at about the 1/2 ntie sign for the 
197 exit (from the westoound direction) continuing at leest to the footbridge over Rt 50 
Qust east of 197). (See attached (fiagrams of the interchange past & present) 

I appredatad the time you spent listening to my idea. Feel tree to call me if you have 
additional questions. 

Sincerely, 

Skip Hodgepath 

#'/> '. 

* 

• 

Sincerely, ') '^^ 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

February 11, 1998 

The Honorable Leo E. Green 
Senate of Maryland 
212 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

• 

Dear Senator Green: 

This letter is a follow up to your inquiry to Mr. Charles B. Adams, our Director of 
Environmental Design, about the status of the Kingswood and Lanham Station sound barrier 
projects.  I am pleased to be able to bring you up to date on these two important projects. 

The contractor for the Kingswood project is Pioneer Construction, and they have been 
given a notice to proceed with this contract.  Preliminary work has begun. This includes 
setting up a project field office anu preparing snop drawings for State Highway 
Administration (SHA) approval.   On-site activity, including clearing the construction area, 
should begin shortly. 

Bids for the Lanham Station project were received by SHA on February 5.  We 
expect the contractor will be given a notice to proceed with the construction in early Spring. 

Thank you again for your inquiry.   If you have any additional questions, please let me 
know, or feel free to contact Mr. Adams 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

'arker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, SHA 

• 
My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street  • Baltimore. MarvianH oiono 



nn 
The Honorable Leo E. Green 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, SHA 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, SHA 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, MOOT 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
Mr. John M. Lewis, State Legislative office, MDOT 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 
Ms. Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant to the District Engineer, SHA 
Mr. Charlie K. Watkins, District Engineer, SHA 

N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\GREEN06.DOC 
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_ . .    ._ i... Parris N. Qtendening 
Maryland Department of Transportation Governor 
The Secretary's Office David L Winstead 

Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

November 27, 1998 

The Honorable Janet Greenip 
Maryland House of Delegates 
214 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 214( 

Dear Delega££j&reenip: 

Thank you for your recent letter requesting reconsideration of a sound barrier for the 
residents of the Rutland Estates community adjacent to US 50. I appreciate the opportunity to 
address your concerns. 

The determination that the Rutland Estates area did not qualify for a sound barrier when 
the environmental analysis was performed in the early 1980s was based on two points. The first 
was that future noise levels would be below the impact threshold. The second was that there 
would only be a one-decibel increase in noise levels qompared to the levels that would exist if no 
improvements were made. If noise levels were to exceed the impact threshold, the determining 
factor would be that there was only a minor increase in noise as a result of the expansion of 
US 50. Additional measurements at this location would not change this decision. While I 
certainly understand your concern, the taking of additional measurements would only raise 
expectations within the community that could not be realized. 

Thank you again for your letter. I am sorry I could not give a favorable response to your 
request and I trust you understand our position. If you have any other questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact me or Mr. Charles B. Adams, the State Highway Administration's Director of 
Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, StateiHighway Administration 

My telephone number Is 410-865-1000 
Toll Free Number 1 -888-713-1414   TTY^ For the Deaf: 410-865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
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The Honorable Janet Greenip 
Page Three 

bcc:     Mr. Paul Armstrong, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Valerie Bumette Edgar, Director of Communications, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant Director, Office of Administrative Services, Maryland 

Department of Transportation 
Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John M. Lewis, State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

Serial #: 
OED Serial #: 
Noise Customer #: 
Responding to letter dated: 
Saved: 11/23/98 12:53 PM by: Ted Severe 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\GREENP01.DOC 
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November 16, 1998 a**316 »^8» SS8B»w OE aKANSPQRTATJCW 

SecretaiyDavid L. Winstead 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 
PO Box 8755 
BWI Aiiport, Md. 21240-0755 

Dear Secretaiy Winstead, 

I am writing in response to a letter you recently sent to homeowners in the Rutland 
Estates community adjacent to US 50. The letter explains that their community does not meet the 
necessary requirements to make it eligible for a sound banier. However, I would like to ask that 
this matter be reconsidered.' 

Your letter explains thai Rutland Estates is not eligible for sound barriers based on a 
decibel test that was conducted in 1982. As I understand it, this test was performed to predict 
future noise levels, and it predicted that road expansions would not increase the decibel levels in 
Rutland Estates to. a level that made it eligible for sound barriers. 

Is it not possible that this test made an inaccurate prediction? I do not think thai any 
community should be.denied sound baniers based on a test that predicted fiiture decibel levels. 1 
think the state owes the citizens of Rutland Estates a test that accurately measures the cuirent 
decibel levels. They simply should not be denied sound barriers based on a sixteen year old 
prediction if current .empirical data can be obtained. 

Thank you for your consideration, and I look forward to hearing from you. 

• 

Sincerely, 

Jahet Greenip 

JG/jlb 

cc: Ms. Mary Ann Gunza 
Ms. Kaxhiyn A. Novicky 
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Mary/and Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

October 27, 1998 

Panris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

The Honorable Sharon Grosfeld 
Maryland House of Delegates 
9906 Old Spring Road 
Kensington MD 20895 

The Honorable Derick Berlage 
Montgomery County Council 
100 Maryland Avenue 
RockvilleMD 20850 

Dear Delegate Grosfeld and Councilmember Berlage: 

Thank you for attending the August 25,h meeting to discuss the proposed sound barrier for 
the community of Forest Glen Park. Enclosed is a copy of the map presented at the meeting. 
This map indicates a proposed barrier and the benefit that impacted residences will receive. 

Thank you again for your interest. If you should have any other questions on this matter, 
please do not hesitate to contact me at (410) 545-8599 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

|L^ 
James D. Hade, RLA 
Noise Abatement Team Leader 
Office of Environmental Design 

Enclosure 
cc:       The Honorable Leon G. Billings, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 

The Honorable John Adams Hurson, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
The Honorable Isiah Leggett, President, Montgomery County Council 
The Honorable Christopher Van Hollen, Jr., Member, Senate of Maryland 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway Administration 
Attendees: 

Mrs. Mary Cross Huntly 
Ms. Jane Phillips 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Hall 
Mr. Fred Gervasi 
Ms. Chris Wise-Mohr 

Mr. Peter Mohr 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Press 
Mr. and Mrs. John Gillon 
Mr. Kurt Ehrman 
Mr. Tom Natan 

Mr. Nils Gokenmeijer 
Mr. Steve Devoney 
Mr. Steven Jacob 

My telephone number is •. :  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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The Honorable Sharon Grosfeld 
The Honorable Derick Berlage 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie A. Frelow, Assistant Director, Office of Administrative Services, Maryland 
Department of Transportation 

Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John M. Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Charles K. Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

OEDSerial#: none 
Noise Customer #: See Forest Glen Park 
Responding to letter dated: Verbal commitment by CBA to citizens 
Saved: 09/14/98 4:58 PM by: James D. Hade 
Edited: 9/17/98 10/27/98) 
(Assigned to PTroll for Natalie's signature 9/14/98, Found uncompleted on his desk 10/14/98) 
N\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\GROSFD01.DOC 
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to 
Del. Sharon Grosfeld 
Councilman Derick Berlage 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie A. Frelow, Assistant Director, Office of Administrative Services, 
Maryland  Department of Transportation 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway 
Administration 
Mr. John M. Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Charles K. Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

OEDSerial#: none 
Noise Customer #: See Forest Glen Park 
Responding to letter dated: none 
Saved: 09/14/98 4:58 PM by: James D. Hade 
F:\CORRESP\1998\DRAFTS\forestmp.doc 
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The Honorable 
Sharon  

Mary  

Jane 

Patrick 

Fred 

The Honorable Derick 

Chris 

Peter 

Robert 

John 
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LastName 

Grosfeld 

Cross Huntly 

Phillips 

Hall 

Gervasi 

Bertage 

Wise-Mohr 

Mohr 

Gillon 

Ehrman 

Natan 

Gokenmeijer 

I Steven 

Devoney 

JobTltle 

Councilmem 

ber  

Company 

Maryland House of 

Montgomery 
County Council 

Addressl 

9906 Old Spring Road 

2917 Stanton Avenue 

2928 Woodstock 

Avenue  

3000 Forsythe Avenue 

2806 Woodstock 
Avenue       
100 Maryland Avenue 

2932 Woodstock 

Avenue 
2932 Woodstock 

Avenue  

2925 Stanton Avenue 

2921 Stanton Avenue 

2970 Forsythe Avenue 

2970 Forsythe Avenue 

2920 Newcastle 
Avenue 

2802 Linden Lane 

2924 Wilton Avenue 

City 

Kensington 

Silver Spring 

Silver Spring 

Silver Spring 

Silver Spring 

Rockville 

Silver Spring 

Silver Spring 

Silver Spring 

Silver Spring 

Silver Spring 

Silver Spring 

Silver Spring 

Silver Spring 

Silver Spring 

State 

MD 

MD 
MD 

MD 
MD 

MD 

PostalCode 
20895 

20910 

20910 

20910 
20910 

20850 

20910 

20910 

20910 
20910 

20910 

20910 
20910 

20910 

20910 
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Maryland Department of Transportation Sf

N0,,nd",ln9 

The Secretary's Office 

My 28, 1998 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

The Honorable Sharon Grosfeld 
Maryland House of Delegates 
9906 Old Spring Road 
Kensington MD 20895-3235 

Dear Sharon: 

Thank you for your continuing interest in providing a sound barrier for the Forest 
Glen Park community along 1-495 in Montgomery County. I appreciate your patience as we 
worked to find a viable solution to this unique challenge. 

It is my pleasure to inform you the Forest Glen Park area meets the State Highway 
Administration's (SHA) technical requirements for a sound barrier.  At this time funding for 
the design and construction of a barrier has not been identified. Funding will be considered 
in our next update of the Consolidation Transportation Program.  In addition to State 
funding, Montgomery County must commit to fund 20 percent of the project cost. 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design and his staff would 
like to meet with the Forest Glen Park community on Tuesday, August 25, 1998, at 7 p.m., 
to discuss the level of performance a barrier will provide throughout the community. These 
details will be discussed at the scheduled meeting. 

Thank you again for your patience in this matter. We look forward to meeting with 
you and your constituents in August. If before this time you have any questions, feel free to 
call me or Mr. Adams at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      The Honorable Douglas M. Duncan, Montgomery County Executive 
The Honorable Isiah Leggett, President, Montgomery County Council 
Mr. Thomas E. Natan, Jr., President, Forest Glen Park Citizen's Association 
Mr. Graham Norton, Director, Montgomery County Department of Public Works 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 
A Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number Is 410-865-1000 
Toll Free Number 1-888-713-1414   TTV For the Deaf: 410-865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 



is 
The Honorable Sharon Grosfeld 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Valerie Bumette Edgar, Director, Office of Communications, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie A. Frelow, Assistant Director, Office of Administrative Services, Maryland 
Department of Transportation 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John M. Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Charlie K. Watkins, District 3 Engineer, State Highway Administration 

V 
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£> Maryland Department of Transportation ^LiG,endening 

The Secretary's Office David L. Wlnstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcarl 
Deputy Secretary 

June 4, 1998 

The Honorable Sharon Grosfeld 
Maryland House of Delegates 
9906 Old Spring Road 
Kensington MD 20895-3235 

Dear Delegaite-efosfeld: 

Thank you for your recent letter requesting that a decision be made regarding a sound 
barrier for the Forest Glen Park area. I understand your desire to achieve a resolution of this 
matter, and I appreciate your patience as we work through the process of making a reasoned 
decision. 

The position of the homes in Forest Glen Park in relationship to the Capital Beltway 
(1-495) presents a difficult challenge when trying to provide meaningful noise reductions for the 
impacted homes, within our cost guidelines. The technical analysis developed by the State 
Highway Administration's (SHA) consultant has just been received at SHA and is being reviewed 
to determine if an effective sound barrier can be built. Please bear with us for just a bit longer. 
We need to make very sure there is a viable solution before making a decision. I expect to be 
back in touch with you during June. 

Thank you again for your patience in this matter. If you have any questions, please feel 
free to contact me or Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, who can 
be reached at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Secretary 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is (41 o)-      865-1000  
Toll Free Number 1-888-713-1414 TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
® 
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The Honorable Sharon Grosfeld 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State 
Highway Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. John Petty, Assistant to the Secretary, Maryland Department of 

\    Transportation 
YMs. Nanette Schieke, Policy Analyst, Maryland Department of Transportation 
SMr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Varner, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department Transportation 

Serial #11350 

Drafted by: Natalie Hardy, OED/LAD/NAT -- May 29, 1998 
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STATE OF MARYLAND 
^ OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

• 

• 

• 

PAHRIS N. CLENDENING 
GOVERNOR 

Anril    1^1       1998 ANNAPOLIS OFFICE April   it,   myo STATE HOUSE 
100 STATE ClflClE 

ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 21401 
(410)974-3901 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 
SUITE 311 

The Honorable Sharon M. Grosfeld M4NO"ZS•*oc:^ 
Maryland House of Delegates (awsas^is 
223 Lowe House Office Building T0D ^333-3098 

Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Sharon: 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) has received inquiries from a number of 
communities in the 18th District regarding their eligibility for sound barriers.  As a result of 
recent policy changes, we reviewed these communities to determine if they meet the revised 
requirements. 

It is my pleasure to inform you the Forest Glen and Park View Estates communities 
do meet the eligibility requirements for sound barriers and I have approved funding for their 
design and future construction.  The SHA will begin design of these barriers soon.  Funding 
for the construction of a barrier in the Maryland Department of Transportation's 
Consolidated Transportation Program (CTP) becomes available beginning in Fiscal Year 
2001, which starts on July 1, 2000.  Although funds in the earlier years of the CTP are 
allocated to other projects for which prior commitments had been made, we are committed to 
look for opportunities to advance funding for construction of these barriers once the design is 
completed.  I have directed State Highway Administrator Parker F. Williams to have his staff 
keep you informed of our progress. 

Thank you for your patience while we conducted our investigation. I am glad to have 
been able to provide funding for these projects.  If you need any additional information 
regarding either of these communities, please do not hesitate to contact Transportation 
Secretary David L. Winstead, at 410-865-1000. 

Sincerely, 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

cc:       The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

® 
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The Honorable Sharon M. Grosfeld 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Varner, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Ms. Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant to the District Engineer, State 

Highway Administration 
Mr. Charles K. Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: OED/LAD/NAT -- March 9, 1998 
N: \OED\NOISE\CORRESP\ 1998\GROSFD03. DOC 
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Maryland Department of Transportation KL" Gtendeni"g 

The Secretary's Office David L Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

March 24, 1998 

The Honorable Sharon M. Grosfeld 
Maryland House of Delegates 
223 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Delegate Grosfeld: 

This is a follow up to recent letters regarding sound barriers for the community of 
Forest Glen Park located adjacent to 1-495.  We have determined that the majority of the 
affected homes in this community predate the beltway and that noise levels exceed the 
66 decibel impact threshold.  These determinations satisfy two of the criteria which a 
community must meet in order to be eligible for a sound barrier under the State's program. 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) analyzed the Forest Glen Park area when 
the most recent expansion of the beltway was being planned and designed.  Under the State 
noise policy in effect at that time, we determined we could not effectively protect a number 
of the homes, which are significantly elevated above the highway, at a reasonable cost.  As a 
result of revisions to our noise policy, we are revisiting this issue to determine if there may 
be other sound barrier options that would provide effective noise reduction to the majority of 
the impacted homes within the Forest Glen Park community.  We expect to receive 
engineering data from our design consultant within the next several weeks.  After we have 
reviewed this information, we will be back in touch with you with the results.   You can 
expect to hear from us by April. 

My telephone number is 410-865-1000 
TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 



/? 
The Honorable Sharon M. Grosfeld 
Page Two 

Thank you for your interest in this issue.  If you need additional information 
regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's 
Director of Environmental Design, at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

JLLV 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc: The Honorable Betty Ann Krahnke, Member, Montgomery County Council 
The Honorable Marilyn J. Praisner, Member, Montgomery County Council 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway 
The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 

• 



The Honorable 

Dear: 

This is a follow up to recent letters about sound barriers for the community of Forest 
Glen Park located adjacent to 1-495. This community has, met the first two eligibility criteria of 
having predated the original highway and is experiencing noise impact levels greater than our 66 
decibel impact threshold. 

The State Highway Administration studied the community in the last widening work but 
the analysis showed that a barrier was not feasible due to the severe topography.   We are 
exploring what it will take to offer noise protection to the community.  We anticipate being able 
to share the results of our study by the end of February. 

Thank you again for bearing with us during the analysis phase of the policy change. If 
you have any other questions or would like to discuss this further, please call me, or Mr. Charles 
B. Adams, the State Highway Administration's (SHA) Director of Environmental Design. Mr. 
Adams can be reached at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, SHA 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, SHA 

§ 
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The Honorable 
Page Two 

bcc:     Mr. Paul Armstrong, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, SHA 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, SHA 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, MOOT 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 
Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, MOOT 
Ms. Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant to the District Engineer, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Charlie K. Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

E:\CORRESP\l 998\DRAFTS\FORSTGLN.DOC 
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HOUSE OF DELEGATES 

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1991 

SHARON GROSFELD 

LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 18 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

VICE-CHAIR, BI-COUNTY COMMITTEE 

STATE ADVISORY BOARD FOR JUVENILE JUSTICE 
ATTORNEY GENERAL'S FAMILY VIOLENCE COUNCIL 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
COORDINATING COMMISSION 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE: 

223B LOWE OFFICE BUILDING 
ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 21401-1 93 1 

(301 ) 858-3028 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 

9906 OLD SPRING ROAD 
KENSINGTON, MARYLAND 20895 

(301 ) 946-1003 

February 27, 1998 

• 

Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design 
State Highway Administration 
P.O. Box 717 
Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 

Dear Mr. Adams: 

Thank you for calling my office on February 25th to give me the information I have 
requested regarding plans for noise barriers for all of my constituents in the Forest Glen area. I 
and these citizens are anxiously awaiting a resolution to this ongoing and intolerable problem. 

To reiterate my understanding of the phone conversation— SHA engineers are once 
again revisiting the area that has been omitted in current proposals. You will have a solution no 
later than the end of March that will resolve the noise problems, to the extent possible, given the 
height at which some of these homes are located. We understand that a letter confirming this 
and addressing all of the concerns we have expressed will be coming from Secretary Winstead's 
office. 

We will communicate this information to Tom Natan, and send him Secretary 
Winstead's letter as soon as we receive it, and ask Mr. Natan to share it with all of the concerned 
parties. Please keep us informed and let us know immediately what solution you will implement 
and when. 

• 

Sincerely, 

/( ^V: < •. • 

Sharon Grosfeld 

lA-f 
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HOUSE OF DELEGATES 

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND  21401-1991 

SHARON GROSFELD 

LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 18 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

VICE-CHAIR, BI-COUNTY COMMITTEE 

STATE ADVISORY BOARD FOR JUVENILE JUSTICE 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S FAMILY VIOLENCE COUNCIL 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
COORDINATING COMMISSION 

February 9, 1998 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE: 

223B LOWE OFFICE BUILDING 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1991 

(301) 858-3028 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 

9906 OLD SPRING ROAD 
KENSINGTON, MARYLAND 2089S 

(301) 946-1003 

Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design 
State Highway Administration 
P.O. Box 717 
Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 

Dear Mr. Adams: 

I read in local media about the results of your analysis of design issues in the Forest Glen Park 
area regarding noise barriers. Despite assurances from Parker Williams who promised to keep us 
informed of the general review of the 1996 noise policy, I was not advised of these results by anyone, at 
SHA. 

Although I am somewhat pleased to note that design of some barriers in the Forest Glen area 
will begin in the spring of 1999,1 remain concerned about the sections that have been omitted. I 
understand that some homes on Wilton Avenue sit too far above the Beltway to provide cost-effective 
noise abatement. However, there are far more homes in the impacted area that can be helped by sound 
barriers, namely homes on Newcastle, Stanton, and Forsythe Avenues , and that, therefore, the vast 
majority of the homes in the impacted areas could see at least a 5 decibel reduction in noise levels. 
Accordingly, we hope that SHA will implement sound barrier plans for Forest Glen Park based on sound 
abatement for Newcastle, Stanton and Forsythe, while pursuing other options with Montgomery County 
and the State for other possible noise abatement for Wilton Avenue. 

Would you please tell me how you plan to address the concerns of the homeowners still 
impacted by intolerable noise levels who currently cannot look forward to the construction of barriers. 
These are also my concerns, and I look forward to your prompt reply. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

jjuZ,M~*fii£ 
Sharon Grosfeld 

Copies: David Winstead, Secretary, Parker F. Williams, Administrator, DOT/SHA 
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HOUSE OF DELEGAT 

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-19! 
SHARON GROSFELD 

LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 18 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

VICE-CHAIR, BI-COUNTY COMMITTEE 

STATE ADVISORY BOARD FOR JUVENILE JUSTICE 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S FAMILY VIOLENCE COUNCIL 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
COORDINATING COMMISSION 

KENSINGTON, MAKYLANU ZUOBS 
(301) 946-1003 

February 27, 1998 

Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design 
State Highway Administration 
P.O. Box 717 
Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 

Dear Mr. Adams: 

Thank you for calling my office on February 25th to give me the information I have 
requested regarding plans for noise barriers for all of my constituents in the Forest Glen area. I 
and these citizens are anxiously awaiting a resolution to this ongoing and intolerable problem. 

To reiterate my understanding of the phone conversation— SHA engineers are once 
again revisiting the area that has been omitted in current proposals. You will have a solution no 
later than the end of March that will resolve the noise problems, to the extent possible, given the 
height at which some of these homes are located. We understand that a letter confirming this 
and addressing all of the concerns we have expressed will be coming from Secretary Winstead's 
office. 

We will communicate this information to Tom Natan, and send him Secretary 
Winstead's letter as soon as we receive it, and ask Mr. Natan to share it with all of the concerned 
parties. Please keep us informed and let us know immediately what solution you will implement 
and when. 

Sincerely, 

Sharon Grosfeld 



FOREST GLEN PARK - ELECTED OFFfCTALS CONTACTS 

• 

Elected Officials we have have written to regarding Forest Glen Park 

Delegate Sharon Grosfeld, 18th District Delegation 
Delegate John Adams Hurson, 18th District Delegation 
Council President Marilyn Praisner, Montgomery County Council 

Elected Officials from the same District Delegation 

Senator Chris Van Hollen, 18th District Delegation 
(Has written concerning Forest Glen, - but not specifically Forest Glen Park) 

Delegate Leon G. Billings, 18th District Delegation 
(No record of any correspondence from his office) 

Elected Officials with related interests 

Representative Connie Morella, U. S. House of Representatives 
(Has written concerning Forest Glen, Timberlawn - but not specifically Forest Glen Park) 

Executive Douglas Duncan, County Executive 
(No record of any correspondence from his office) 

Member Betty Anne Krahnke, Montgomery County Council 
(Has written requesting any results from the study - Talked with you at the "Road Show" ) 

Drafted by: Mr. Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - February 10, 1998 
E:\CORSESP\COMUNITY\FOREGLEN.EOS 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

qfr 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

DATE:  -^p^*-^ CP)/0^   '<9& 

OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
DESIGN  

TO:^JX^ <mM>*<^   (fh 

Noise AJbatcment Design 
andAnaiysis Section 

(NAME/OFHCE/TELEPHOWE) ^ 

(NAME/OFFICE/TELEPHONE) 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES:    *" C^T ~ 
(Including Cover Sheet) 

FRO 

Please forward this transmittal to the appropriate person as soon as possible.  If you 
have any problems with this transaction, please call our office at (410) 545-8641. The 
telephone number for the FAX machine at State Highway Administration's Office of 
Environmental Design is (410) 209-5003. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION/COMMENTS: 

4 &iF4-     I 
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My telephone number is 
L^ 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

March 4, 1998 

Mr. Frank Hall 
Talbot County Planning and Zoning 
Court House 
Easton,MD 21601 

Dear Mr. Hall: 

Enclosed is information on highway vehicle noise emissions as a function of speed as we recently 
discussed by telephone. In particular, I've included selected pages from a recently completed Federal 
Highway Administration report which documents the development of a computer database for a new 
highway noise prediction model. 

Pages 6 & 7 describe the five vehicle types / categories for which the noise vs. speed relationships 
were developed. The five graphs show the noise emission level of a single vehicle for a given speed, 
measured at a distance of 50 feet (15 meters) for autos, medium trucks, heavy trucks, buses, and 
motorcycles. Note that the data is for vehicles on level grade, under cruise conditions, and on an average 
pavement surface. 

Please feel free to contact me at (410)545-8601 or toll free at 1(800)446-5962 if you have any 
questions or need more information. I can also be reached by e-mail; kpolcak@sha.state.md.us . 

Sincerely, 

Ken Polcak 
Noise Abatement Design and Analysis Team 
Office of Environmental Design 

Enclosure 

cc: Mr. Jim Hade , Noise Abatement Team Leader 

• 
My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street  o Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Mr. Frank Hall 
Page Two 

N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\HALLF01.DOC 
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Parris N. Glendening 

Maryland Department of Tmnsportation Govemor 

State Highway Administration 2S£i-vw,nslead 

Parker F. Williams 
! Administrator 

June 25, 1998 

N1 The Honorable Barbara A. Hoffman 
Senate of Maryland 
Suite 301 I 
6615 Reisterstown Road \ 
Baltimore MD 21215-2603 

Dear Senator Hoffman: 

This is a follow up to a request from Mr. Anthony Depastina of your office to 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, of our Office of Environmental Design, about information provided to 
Mr. David Adelberg regarding a sound barrier for the Greengate community. Congressman 
Cardin's office also contacted our Office of Environmental Design regarding Mr. Adelberg's 
concerns, and I am pleased to provide you with a summary of our involvement with 
Mr. Adelberg. 

The Greengate community held a board meeting on Wednesday, June 3 at which the 
State's eligibility criteria for a sound barrier were discussed. Mr. Charles B. Adams, our Director 
of Environmental Design, and Ms. Hardy attended this meeting. It was explained that the 
construction of 1-83 was completed in 1962, and lanes were added to both southbound and 
northbound 1-83 in 1971. Both of these construction activities occurred before any of the homes 
along this area were built and, for this reason, the Greengate community cannot be considered for 
a sound barrier. 

My telephone number is 410-545-0400/I-800-206-0700 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimdre, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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The Honorable Barbara A. Hoffman 
June 25,1998 
Page Two 

Thank you again for your interest in this issue. I trust this information responds to 
your inquiry. If you have any other questions or would like additional information, please 
let me know. 

• 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:       The Honorable Benjamin L. Cardin, Member, United States Congress, House of 
Representatives 

The Honorable James W. Campbell, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
The Honorable Maggie L. Mclntosh, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
The Honorable Samuel I. Rosenberg, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
Mr. Anthony Depastina, Office of Senator Hoffman, Senate of Maryland 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway 
Administration 



The Honorable Barbara A. Hofftnan 
Page Three 

'16J. 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State 
Highway Administration 

Ms. Claire Debakey, Special Assistant to the Addinistrator, State Highway 
Administration \ 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation j 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: OED/LAD/NAT -- June 4,1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\HFFMNB01 .DOC 
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The Honorable Barbara Hofftnan 
Senate of Maryland 
6615 Reistertown Road 

• Suite 301 
Baltimore MD 21215-2603 

£ 
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<^ 
Cv ixA 

Dear Senator Hofftnan: 
(X c,W 

i\)a<M^ 

This is a follow ut/to a request from Mr. Anthony Depastina, of your office to 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, of our Office of Environmental Design about information given to 
Mr. Adelberg regarding the Greengate community. I am pleased to provide you with a 
summary of our involvement with Mr. Adelberg. »   i I if*      \ J   I |l 

ftef^es^atiw Benjamin L. CardinTOrwarded a lottor to our office^rom Mr. 
David Adelber^requestaig an explanation of our Sound Barrier Policy as it applies to 
Greengate community. I have enclosed a copy of this-letter for your reference. 

The Greengate community held a board meeting on Wednesday, June 3, t998-~ 
where the possibilities of a Sound Barrier for the community was discussed, 
B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design and Ms. NatalieHar^rSftended this 
meeting. The policy and criteria were discussed in detail.-^Tlie Board Members seemed 
to understand why they did not qualify for a barrier. Mr. Adams addrccoed the correction 
needed in R.cproaontativo Cardin'o Icllui, svhidi ahould have iidd, in 1971 Inlculalu I ffS -^ 

f 1'cccivul onulhcr laiii in buih diieciiuiB. These improvements did not change 
Greengate's qualifying status for a sound barrier. This correction was forwarded to 
Representative Cardin. 

Thank you for interest in the Greengate community. If you have any other 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or Mr. Adams, who may be reached at 
410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely,' 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

• 
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The Honorable Barbara A. Hoffinan 
Senate of Maryland 
6615 Reistertown Road 
Suite 301 
Baltimore MD 21215-2603 

Dear Senator Hoffman: 

This is a follow up to a request from Mr. Anthony Depastina, of your office to 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, of our Office of Environmental Design about information given to 
Mr. Adelberg regarding a sound barrier for the Greengate community. I am pleased to 
provide you with a summary of our involvement with Mr. Adelberg. 

Congressman Benjamin L. Cardin's office contacted our office and forwarded a 
letter from Mr. David Adelberg which requested an explanation of our Sound Barrier 
Policy as it applies to Greengate community. I have enclosed a copy of Mr. Adelberg's 
letter for your reference. 

The Greengate community held a board meeting on Wednesday, June 3, 1998 
where the possibilities of a sound barrier for the community was discussed. Mr. Charles 
B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design and Ms. Natalie Hardy attended this 
meeting. The policy and criteria were discussed in detail. The Board Members seemed 
to understand why they did not qualify for a either a Type I or Type II barrier. 

'  With the Type I program, noise barriers, when warranted, are built in conjunction 
with new roadway construction or expansion of existing highways. When deciding 
where to build a barrier, an environmental analysis is performed during the highway 
planning phase, to determine if future noise levels will equal or exceed the impact 
threshold of 66 decibels and, if so, whether they can be reduced for a reasonable cost. 
Affected homes must predate the approval date of the highway improvements to be 
considered for this program. According to our records the majority of impacted homes 
in the Greengate community date back to 1976. Greengate post dates both the original 
construction of 1-83 in 1962 and the subsequent improvements in this area in 1971 and is 
ineligible for a Type I barrier. 



The Type 11, or retrofit, program involves the construction of noise barriers on 
controlled access highways for communities that predate the original highway. The ,,0-*£* 
intent of this program is to address areas of noise impact from highways built before A -/-" 
environmental analysis became a part of the highway development process. In addition ^  •$ 
to meeting other criteria which are designed to ensure State-funded barriers are provided 
in the most equitable manner possible, a community must predate the system opening of 
the original highway. For 1-83, that date was 1962. Unfortunately, the Greengate A 
community does not meet this criterion and is ineligible for a Type II barrier. ^P 

Thank you for interest in the Greengate community. If you have any other 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or Mr. Adams, who may be reached at 
410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Enclosure 
cc:       The Honorable Benjamin L. Cardin, Member, United State House of 

Representatives 
The Honorable James W. Campbell, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
The Honorable Maggie L. Mclntosh, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
The Honorable Samuel I. Rosenberg, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
Mr. Anthony Depastina, Office of Senator Hoffinan, Senate of Maryland 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway 

The Honorable Barbara A. Hoffman 
Page Three 

bcc: ^ssa^-1^*^•-**-. 
^LTuSr65'' SPeCial *****,0 ^ ^-"or. S^e Highway 

£' jZl^'ft^T' Tea,iLeader. S^ Highway Administration 
^£ta *- a,e U8,slat,ve offlcer'Maiy,and D*»ta«* °f 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration ^ 

Drafted by: OED/LAD/NAT-June 4 1998 V 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
Sta te High way A dministra tion 

May 22, 1998 

Parris N. Glendenmc 
Governor 

David L. Winsteac 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

• 

The Honorable Benjamin L. Cardin 
United States House of Representatives 
Suite 201 
540 E. Belvedere Avenue 
Baltimore MD 21212 

Dear Congressman Cardin:   • 

This is a follow up to a recent letter from Mr. R. David Adelberg that Ms. Rene Cohen 
forwarded to our Office of Environmental Design regarding a sound barrier for the Greengate 
community along 1-83 in Baltimore County. Ms. Cohen asked us to review this area to determine 
whether it meets the requirements for a sound barrier. 

The State's sound barrier program has two components, referred to as Type I and Type II. 
Type I sound barriers are considered in conjunction with new roadway construction or expansion 
of existing highways. When we decide where to build a barrier, we perform an environmental 
analysis during the highway planning phase, to determine whether future noise levels will equal or 
exceed the impact threshold of 66 decibels and, if so, whether they can be reduced for a 
reasonable cost. Affected homes must predate the approval date of the highway improvements to 
be considered for this program. Because the portion of 1-83 adjacent to the Greengate area has 
not been expanded since its original construction, this community does not qualify for a Type I 
barrier. 

The Type II, or retrofit, component involves the construction of sound barriers for 
communities which were developed before the construction of the original highway. The intent of 
this program is to address areas of noise impact from highways built before environmental analysis 
became a part of the highway development process. To be eligible for a Type II barrier, a 
community must predate the highway, existing noise levels must equal or exceed the impact 
threshold of 66 decibels, and it must be possible to build an effective barrier that will not cost 
more than $50,000 per benefited home. 

i 

After going through our data, we found the following information: The homes in the 
Greengate community date back as early as 1976, but the opening date for 1-83 is 1962. The date 
criterion as defined in our policy only allows us to consider barriers where the majority of a 
community's impacted homes existed prior to the highway. Since this community fails to meet 
the Type II date criterion and did not qualify as a Type I community, Greengate is ineligible for a 
sound barrier under the State's program. 

My telephone number is 410-545-0400/1-800-206-0770 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



€$-&9 

The Honorable Benjamin L. Cardin 
Page Two 

• 

Thank you again for your interest in the State's Sound Barrier Program. If you 
have any other questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or Mr. Charles B. Adams, 
our Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or 
1-800-446-5962. 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

• 

• 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

/cS 
Parris N. Glen?lening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

December 14, 1998 

The Honorable Paula Colodny Hollinger 
Senate of Maryland 
206 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue , 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Hollinger: 

Thank you for your recent request for a copy of Maryland's Sound Barrier Policy. In 
accordance with your request to Ms. Natalie Hardy, of our Office of Environmental Design, we 
have enclosed a copy of the policy. 

Thank you again for your interest. If you need additional information please do not 
hesitate to call me or Mr. Charles B. Adams, our Director of Environmental Design, who can be 
reached at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Williams 
Administrator 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
.   Administration 
Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway        , 

Administration 
Ms. Natalie B. Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway 

Administration 

My telephone number is   410-545-0400 or 1-800-206-0770  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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The Honorable Paula Colodny Hollinger 
Page Two 

bcc:     Mr. T. E. Severe, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

Serial #: 
OED Serial#: 
Noise Customer #: 
Responding to letter dated: Telephone call 12/08/98 
Saved: 12/09/98 11:14 AM by: Theodore E. Severe 
N:\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\HLLNGR01.doc 
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MarylandDepartmentofTmnsportation 
State Highway Administration r 57 July 27, 1998 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

The Honorable Paula Colodny Hollinger 
S enate of Maryland 
206 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

The Honorable Michael J. Finifter 
Maryland House of Delegates 
12147 Faulkner Drive 
Owings Mills MD 21117-1261 

The Honorable Robert L. Frank 
Maryland House of Delegates 
15 Sunny King Drive 
Reistertown MD 21136-6143 

The Honorable Dan K. Morhaim 
Maryland House of Delegates 
8 Park Center Court, 
Suite 100 
Owings Mills MD 21117-5609 

Dear Senator Hollinger and Delegates Finifter, Frank and Morhaim: 

Enclosed are copies of interim letters to a number of residents in the Longford North 
community   Copies of these letters were inadvertently sent to the wrong State elected delegation. 
We apologize for this oversight. A follow up response to the residents will go out in a few 
weeks. 

Thank you for your understanding in this matter. If you need additional information, 
please do not hesitate to contact me or Mr. Charles ELAdam§, our Director of Environmental 
Design, who can be reached at 410-545-8640 or>8fflM46-59i62. 

^ker F. Williams 
Administrator 

• 

Enclosure , ^   •      o. <.  TJ- U 
cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration . . 
Mr James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Admimstration 
Ms. Natalie B. Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway 

Administration 

My telephone number is    410-545-0400 or 1-800-2Q6-0770 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



11? 
The Honorable Paula Colodny Hollinger 
The Honorable Michael J. Finifter 
The Honorable Robert L. Frank 
The Honorable Dan K. Morhaim 
July 27,1998 
Page Two 

bcc:    Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Valerie Burnett Edgar, Director, Office of Communications, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie A. Frelow, Assistant Director for the Office of Administrative Services 
Mr. John M. Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, MDOT 
Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, MDOT 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\HLLNGR02.DOC 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

D-vid L. Winstef/3 

Parker F.Williams 
Administrator 

^ JffULM. 
OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL 

DESIGN  Noise Abatement Design 
andAnafysfs Sect/on 

TO: ft 

JINAME/OFFICE/TELEPHOWE) 
Vmfi MiMi^mi_ 

FROM 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES: 
•(Including Cover Sheet) 

Pku  forward ths transmmal to the appropriate person as soon as possible   If you 
have any problems; ««, this transaction, please call our office a. (4101 545-8641   The 
telephone number for the FAX machine a. State Highway AdntateStaJ, Office of 
Envtronmental Design is (410) 209-5003. . mmistranon s Office of 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

ADDmONAL INFORMATION/COMMENTS: 

Jj^gllJ• 

UfajoyA. fa Malut^jk fait. *•,§*«> UX-CM MidZs Jl^'J- 

^uXfY^'l T My telephone number is ^^^ 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 
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HI 

Maryland Department of Transportation G••<   en enin9 

State High way A dministration David L winste?i 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

March 20, 1998 

The Honorable Robert L. Frank 
Maryland House of Delegates 
306 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD  21401 

Dear Delegate FranlcT" 

n,.r TV ""l" leti? is.a foI10W ^ to your March 17 discussion with Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Avem ITn/ t ^TT^1 DeSign' re8an,in8 a sound barrier for the residents of Morks 
Avenue in Lutherville adjacent to northbound 1-83.   Our analysis has determined this 
community meets the date and cost eligibility requirements for a sound barrier. 

mn.iH AS
J
MT

\ 
AdamS explained' funding for new Type II (retrofit) sound barriers will be 

considered only m counties which have taken measures to address the effects of highway 
noise on new residential developments planned adjacent to State highways.  To date four 
counties-not including Baltimore County-have enacted ordinances which meet these 
requirements    Passage of such an ordinance and the County's commitment to fund 
rsVnonc!!! of

f
the..cost of nu

ew barriers are the remaining criteria that must be met before we 
can consider funding new bamers in Baltimore County. 

Enclosed is a one-page description of the local ordinance requirements  together with 

Th^nfn0" 7 TT5 CUITently in Place in Montgomery and Prince George's Counties 
This information has been presented and discussed with Baltimore County stiff   We are verv 
interested m providing any assistance we can to help address this issue.   Please let me know 

86^^800-4467962 Ul0nalinf0rmati0n' " ^ ^ * COntaCt Mr- Adams at 410-545 

Parker F. Williams 
.  Administrator 

cc:       Mr  Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 6      y 

410-545-0400/1 -800-206-0770 
My telephone number is  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

•^acratary 

Parker R Wi||iams 
Administrator 

DATE: 4^^JI 
OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL 

DESIGN •  Noise Aljatemcnt Design 
ana'Ansiysis Section 

T0:^h%%MM*^^ (NAME/OFFlCE/TELEPHONE) 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES: 
.(Including Cover Sheet) —f^* 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

*DfnWAL ^FORMATION/COMMENTS: 
^1% _^~ 

-/tewe 

My telephone number is   

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll F?ee     v 

SfraoffiL"9 Add:ess: p-0- Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Ca.vert Street  . Baltimore   1,3^21202 



K'i /H1 ^^i- />i'   ^^ • ^.c-r^v  -•/'CO'  «/''^ 4^l//^^,^f  .//j bjfs-rv'- ^il'- -:n 

From: Irene Heline 
To: JHade 
Date: 3/31/98 2:39pm 
Caller: Dawn 
Company: Senator HoIIinger's Office 
Phone: 410-841-3131 

[*] Telephoned 
[ ] Will call again 
[ ] Wants to see you 
[ ] Urgent 

•/-in' £• 

lit* 

# 

[*] Please call 
[ ] Returned your call 
[ ] Came to see you 

Re: Constituent who is experiencing noise problems from 1-83 and lives at 915 Morris Avenue in Timonium 

f 6**!; (V'*..| 'X't3   tf*r{t^*<** 

i^/ZU^ -^pet &oty 

^ #^/-//« 



STATE OF MARYLAND 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

PARRIS N. GLENOENING 
GOVERNOR 

November 5, 1998 ANNAPOUS OFFICE 
STATE HOUSE 

100 STATE CIRCLE 
ANNAPOUS. MARYLAND 21401 

14101 374-3901 
(TOLL FREE! 1-800-811-8338 

The Honorable Brenda B. Hughes WASHINGTON OFFICE 

Maryland House of Delegates *« NORTH CAPITOL STREET, N.W. 
im  T „ .,~ TJ f^ar        T.    -u- WASHINGTON. O.C 20001 203 Lowe House Office Building 12021624-1430 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 wo 14101333.309a 

Dear Brenda: 

The State Highway Administration has received inquiries from a number of communities 
in Prince George's County regarding their eligibility for sound barriers. Auth Village and 
Andrews Manor, two communities in your district, have been reviewed to determine if 
they meet the requirements for a sound barrier. 

It is my pleasure to inform you both the Auth Village and Andrews Manor 
communities meet the technical requirements for sound barriers. This pertains to those 
homes which were built prior to the construction of 1-495. Those homes that were built 
more recently do not qualify for consideration. Prince George's County will need to 
agree to fund 20 percent of the carrier costs before we consider availability of funds for 
the design and construction of these barriers. Once Prince George's County indicates its 
willingness to provide the local match, the schedule for both design and construction will 
be determined when funds are available in the State's capital budget.-I have asked-State   •—-'       •    - 
Highway Administrator Parker F. Williams to keep you informed of our progress as we 
work through the funding process. 

•,•-•* ' 

Thank you for your interest and support of our. sound barrier program. If you   - 
need any additional information regarding either of these communities, please do not - 
hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, the State Highway Administration's Director 
of Environmental-Design, at 410-545-8640 or r-800-446-5962.    ' ' * 

«wtl#.*.-,Wiw.-*-i. *-,?*,;-     -* 

Sincerely," 

6 &**+** 
"Parris N. Glendening 
Governor   ::     .     

cc:'       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
"*- " ' "Administration"*"""*    ' "     ""   - ' •"". 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
. Secretary David "L. Winstead, Maryland Department of Transportation 

® 
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The Honorable Brenda B. Hughes 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Valerie Bumette Edgar, Director, Office of Communications, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie A. Frelow, Assistant Director, Office of Administrative Services, 
Maryland Department of Transportation 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. John M. Lewis, State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Charlie K. Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: NHardy October 23,1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\HUGHES01.DOC 
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_.      , '     «        .        ..- ... Parris N. Glendenlng 
Maryland Department of Transportation ^^ 
The Secretary's Office David L. Winstead 

Secretary 

July 28, 1998 John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

The Honorable John Adams Hurson 
Maryland House of Delegates 
313 Lowe House Office Building 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear John: 

Thank you for your continuing interest in providing a sound barrier for the Forest 
Glen Park community along 1-495 in Montgomery County. I appreciate your patience as we 
worked to find a viable solution to this unique challenge. 

It is my pleasure to inform you the Forest Glen Park area meets the State Highway 
Administration's (SHA) technical requirements for a sound barrier.  At this time funding for 
the design and construction of a barrier has not been identified. Funding will be considered 
in our next update of the Consolidation Transportation Program. In addition to State 
funding, Montgomery County must commit to fund 20 percent of the project cost. 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design and his staff would 
like to meet with the Forest Glen Park community on Tuesday, August 25, 1998, at 7 p.m., 
to discuss the level of performance a barrier will provide throughout the community. These 
details will be discussed at the scheduled meeting. 

Thank you again for your patience in this matter. We look forward to meeting with 
you and your constituents in August.  If before this time you have any questions, feel free to 
call me or Mr. Adams at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      The Honorable Douglas M. Duncan, Montgomery County Executive 
The Honorable Isiah Leggett, President, Montgomery County Council 
Mr. Thomas E. Natan, Jr., President, Forest Glen Park Citizen's Association 
Mr. Graham Norton, Director, Montgomery County Department of Public Works 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number Is 410-865-1000 
Toll Free Number 1-888-713-1414   TTY For the Deaf: 410-865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington Internationa! Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 

® 
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The Honorable John Adams Hurson 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Valerie Bumette Edgar, Director, Office of Communications, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie A. Frelow, Assistant Director, Office of Administrative Services, Maryland 
Department of Transportation 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John M. Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Charlie K. Watkins, District 3 Engineer, State Highway Administration 

N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\l 998\HURSON01 .DOC 
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.SJATE OF MARYLAND 
FICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

# 

• 

PARRIS N. GLENOENING 
GOVERNOR 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE 
.-     , /        ,««n STATE HOUSE 

April  14,   1998 too STATE CIRCLE 
ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 21401 

(410)974-3901 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 
SUITE 311 

444 NORTH CAPITOL STREET, N.W. 

The Honorable John Adams Hurson WASH,NGT%2°6C3S 
Maryland House of Delegates T00 (m maoaa 

313 Lowe House Office Building 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear John: 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) has received inquiries from a number of 
communities in the 18th District regarding their eligibility for sound barriers.  As a result of 
recent policy changes, we reviewed these communities to determine if they meet the revised 
requirements. 

It is my pleasure to inform you the Forest Glen and Park View Estates communities 
do meet the eligibility requirements for sound barriers and I have approved funding for their 
design and future construction. The SHA will begin design of these barriers soon.  Funding 
for the construction of a barrier in the Maryland Department of Transportation's 
Consolidated Transportation Program (CTP) becomes available beginning in Fiscal Year 
2001, which starts on July 1, 2000.  Although funds in the earlier years of the CTP are 
allocated to other projects for which prior commitments had been made, we are committed to 
look for opportunities to advance funding for construction of these barriers once the design is 
completed. I have directed State Highway Administrator Parker F. Williams to have his staff 
keep you informed of our progress. 

Thank you for your patience while we conducted our investigation. I am glad to have 
been able to provide funding for these projects. If you need any additional information 
regarding either of these communities, please do not hesitate to contact Transportation 
Secretary David L. Winstead, at 410-865-1000. 

Sincerely, 

A 
Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

cc:      The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 



c'     The Honorable John Adams Hurson 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

' Ms. Sherry Varner, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Ms. Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant to the District Engineer, State 
Highway Administration 

Mr. Charles K. Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: OED/LAD/NAT - March 9, 1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\HURSON02.DOC 
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mm     J     -# n        _.      ^    M — . Parris N- Glendonlng 
Maryiand Department of Transportation Governor 
The Secretary's Office David L. Wlnstead 

Secretary 

John 0. Porcarl 
Deputy Secretary 

March 24, 1998 

The Honorable John Adams Hurson 
Maryland House of Delegates 
313 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Delegate Hurson: 

This is a follow up to recent letters regarding sound barriers for the community of 
Forest Glen Park located adjacent to 1-495. We have determined that the majority of the 
affected homes in this community predate the beltway and that noise levels exceed the 
66 decibel impact threshold.  These determinations satisfy two of the criteria which a 
community must meet in order to be eligible for a sound barrier under the State's program. 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) analyzed the Forest Glen Park area when 
the most recent expansion of the beltway was being planned and designed.  Under the State 
noise policy in effect at that time, we determined we could not effectively protect a number 
of the homes, which are significantly elevated above the highway, at a reasonable cost.  As a 
result of revisions to our noise policy, we are revisiting this issue to determine if there may 
be other sound barrier options that would provide effective noise reduction to the majority of 
the impacted homes within the Forest Glen Park community.  We expect to receive 
engineering data from our design consultant within the next several weeks.  After we have 
reviewed this information, we will be back in touch with you with the results.   You can 
expect to hear from us by April. 

865-1000 
My telephone number it (410)-  

Toll Free Number 1-888-713-1414 TTY For the Deaf. (410) 865-1342 
Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 



-The Honorable John Adams Hurson 
Page Two ^u^ 

Thank you for your interest in this issue.  If you need additional information 
regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's 
Director of Environmental Design, at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

d I VfiZ&dL 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc: The Honorable Betty Ann Krahnke, Member, Montgomery County Council 
The Honorable Marilyn J. Praisner, Member, Montgomery County Council 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway 
The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 



Mary/and Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

^FW 

I Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Septembers, 1998 

Subject: Contract No. M07745180 
Replacement of Bridge No. 15131 
on 1-495 over Northern Parkway 

Mr. William H. Hussman 
Montgomery County Planning Board 
Office of the Chairman 
The Maryland-National Capital 
Park and Planning Commission 
8787 Georgia Avenue 
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3760 

Thank you for your letter dated August 11,1998. We appreciate you giving us an 
opportunity to present our proposed plan for the replacement of the Capital Beltway Bridge 
over Northern Parkway to the Planning Board on July 30, 1998. In response to your letter, 
we have the following comments: 

1. We will provide an approximately 70' long bridge with vertical face abutments. 
However, since a 90° skew angle bridge will conflict with the existing substructure 
during the staged construction, we may have to use a bridge with about a 75° skew 
angle. 

2. We will construct a 10' bikeway under the bridge with two 2' paved shoulders on each 
side, for total width of 14'. Also, we will provide a stone surface compatible with 
wildlife usage for non-paved areas under the bridge. 

3. We will coordinate with your staff to provide the desired type of lighting under the bridge. 

4. We will provide a stone, form liner finish to the wingwalls and rear face of the parapet. 
We will provide an aesthetic, graffiti resistant treatment of the vertical faces of the 
abutments. 

5.  Due to constructibility reasons and the potentially hazardous situation to bicyclists and 
pedestrians, maintaining a passage through the bridge area during the construction 
cannot be implemented. Instead, we will coordinate with your staff to provide a nearby 
temporary passage, during the construction. This was discussed with your Mr. 
Lawrence Cole. Mr. Cole has sent us a vicinity map of the area and indicated a 

(410)545-8060 
My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Mr. William H. Hussmann 
M-NCPPC 
Page Two /> 

detour route which could be used during the construction. This detour route will utilize 
a portion of Forest Glen Road and Sligo Creek Parkway's shoulders. 

6.  We will maintain passage for wildlife at all times when construction activity fa not 
taking place in the bridge area. We will also provide and maintain fencing at all times 
to keep wildlife usingthis passage off the Beltway. 

7   We will include the M-NGP^C contract documents of the s*•?••^•* 
^nprovements associated with the "Be^^^^anced ^^^^ 
Tconstruction contract. However, Sfi^mst b^,mpensated for tlu^£f A 
construction of this operation an* *ggjp n^d to develop a memorandum of agreement 

.'< /,!> 

8.  We will apply for all required permits from M-NCPPC. 

9   Our Office of Environmental Design completed their Noise Abatement ^3^ 
deTemiinedthataNoiseAbatementWall on the bridge has no merit at tins locat^on 
sfnce there is no residential area within the surrounding vicinity. However w Mteve 
2tby eliminating all the'expansion dams and with a shorter bridge tfie noise level 
wUl be tremendously reduced under the bridge. We also believe that by utihzing 
prestressed concrete beams, the noise level could be ^1^°^^^ 
enclosing a few pictures of a bridge with prestressed concrete beams. We can <««S» 
Tse bis ^ deeper ends to look like an arch similar to the stee1 bean, at Md*v 
Road in Washington D.C. If we do not hear otherwise, we will proceed with the design 
of this structure, utilizing prestressed concrete beams. 

Should you have any questions or concerns, please contact our project manager Ali 
Chaharbaghi at (410) 545-8322 

1 
Very truly yours, 

^ 
Earle S. Freedman 
Deputy Chief Engineer 
Office of Bridge Development 

ESF:AC:ac 

Enclosure 

cc: Mr. Douglas R. Rose 
Mr. Charlie O. Watkins 
Mr. Charles B. Adams 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 

The Secretary's Office 

MFMORANDUM 

0 
Parris N. Glendenmg 
Governor 

David L Wlnstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

Mr. David S. lannucci 
Deputy Chief of Staff 

David L. Winstead jf 
Secretary ^ 

January 16, 1998 

SUBJECT:    Sound Barrier Program 

This memorandum is a follow up to our December 23 meeting about the sound barrier 
program    Plans are being made for Governor Glendening to announce funding of new sound 
barrier projects along the I-495/I-270 interstates of Montgomery County on January 26.  In 
preparation for that event and in conjunction with the finalization of the W*X-Mi* 
Consolidated Transportation Program, we want to verify if all seven of the eligible areas in 
Montgomery County stated in my December 22 memorandum and attachments will be 
included in this announcement. 

In addition to these seven areas, State Highway (SHA) has completed a re-analysis of 
the Burning Tree Estates area along 1-495 between Bradley Boulevard and River Road which 
shows that this area now meets the eligibility criteria for a barrier.  There are, however, 
issues about the construction feasibility of a barrier.   In one location, the homes are 
approximately 50 feet above the beltway and it is questionable whether they can be protected. 
A stream runs parallel to the beltway for a portion of the area and there are associated 
floodplain and cost issues.  The Governor may want to indicate that this area now qualifies 
but that further engineering is required to resolve the feasibility issues.  The estimated cost 
of a barrier for Burning Tree Estates is $5-6M. 

We also need to determine whether any additional sound barrier projects from the list 
of those that have been determined to meet the State policy requirements that the Governor 
would like to announce.  Enclosed is the list of projects that are eligible.  As you may recall 
from our meeting, there are communities in both Howard and Prince George s Counties that 
meet all of the eligibility criteria.  These total $9.3M and S7.9M respectively.   One 
community in particular, Columbia Hills in Howard County, was informed in 1996 that they 
meThe eligibiiitv requirements.  If the Governor would like additional information on any of 
these other eligible communities, we will be glad to prepare some background material. 

Construction funding for newly announced sound barrier projects is available 
besinning in FY 2001.  In order to make a positive statement about the projects to be 
—ce'd, we suggest that the Governor indicate that design will begin in FY 1999 «.d that 
the Department will look for opportunities to advance the construction.  It is important to 
note that design for these projects will take approximately one year to complete. 

My telephone number is (410)- 
865-1000 

Toll Free Number l-a88-713-1414 TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Port Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport. Maryland 21240-0755 

i—-   T.^t *>-^ 



#9 
David lannucci 
January 16, 1998 
Page Two 

Lastly, we are working on an appropriate location for the Governor's announcement 
with SHA and the Governor's press office.  If you have any questions or need any additional 
information, please let me know. 

cc:       Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 

• 
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\ ^       Parris N. Glendening 

Governor Maryland Department of Transportation " 
State Highway Administration ' David L winstead 

Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

December 22, 1998 

Mr. James M. Irvin 
Director 
Howard County Department of Public Works 
3430 Courthouse Drive 
Ellicott City MD 21043 

Dear Mr. Irvin: 

This letter is to amend my December 10 letter to you regarding the State Highway 
Administration's review of communities in Howard County to determine their eligibility for 
sound barriers. 

The Columbia Hills, High Ridge, Hunt Club Estates, Guilford Downs communities have 
been determined to meet the technical requirements for a sound barrier. Funding for design and 
construction of the Columbia Hills area has been approved and the design is approximately thirty 
percent complete. The construction funding will be available in our Fiscal Year 2002, which 
begins July 1,2001. 

One requirement of our Type II, or retrofit, Sound Barrier Program is that the local 
jurisdiction agree to provide 20 percent of the barrier costs before funds for construction are 
considered. We are providing the following information so Howard County can address its share 
of the costs. 

Community Cost County Share 

Columbia Hills $1.3M $260,000 
High Ridge $2.3M $460,000 
Hunt Club Estates $2.4M $480,000 
Guilford Downs $2.7M $540,000 
The Orchards/Skyview/Brinkleigh $3.3M $660,000 

$12 M $2.4 M 

Based upon our current funding picture, funding for those areas other than Columbia 
Hills would not be needed from the County before FY 2003. We appreciate Howard County's 
past support of sound barriers and its recognition of the enhanced quality of life they provide, 
and we look forward to working with you to bring these projects to reality. 

My telephone number is  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Mr. James Irvin 
Page Two 

In addition to the aformentioned communities, we are presently reviewing the Talbott 
Springs, Allview Estates, Clemens Crossing(Altholton Manor), Albeth Estates and St. Johns 
Manor communities to determine if they meet our Type II program requirements. Once the 
studies are completed, the results will be forwarded to your office. I anticipate our analyses will 
be completed for these communities by March. 

Thank you for your understanding in this matter. If you have any questions or would like 
additional information regarding any of these communities, please contact me at 410-545-8640 
or 1-800-446-5962. 

Charles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

cc:       Ms. Elizabeth Calia, Chief, Division of Transportation Projects and Watershed 
Management, Howard County Department of Public Works 

Mr. Robert L. Fisher, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Neil J. Pedersen, Director of Office of Planning and Preliminary Engineering, 

State Highway Administration 
Mr. Doug Rose, Chief Engineer, State Highway Administration 



/5? 
Mr. James Irvin 
Page Three 

bcc: 
Ms. Leslie A. Frelow, Assistant Director of Administrative Services, Maryland 

Department of Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John M. Lewis, State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Ted Severe, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of Transportation 

Drafted by: Natalie Hardy 12/22/98 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\IRVIN02.DOC 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

December 10, 1998 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Mr. James M. Irvin 
Director 
Howard County Department of Public Works 
3430 Courthouse Drive 
Ellicott City MD 21043 

Dear Mr. Irvin: 

The State Highway Administration has reviewed a number of communities in Howard 
County to determme their eligibility for sound barriers. The purpose of this letter is to convey to 
you which communities meet the State technical requirements for sound barriers. 

The Columbia Hills, High Ridge, Hunt Club Estates, Guilford Downs, Talbott Springs, 
Allview Estates and Clemens Crossing communities have been determined to meet the technical 
requirements for a sound barrier. Funding for design and construction of the Columbia Hills area 
has been approved and the design is approximately thirty percent complete. The construction 
funding will be available in our Fiscal Year 2002, which begins July 1,2001. 

One requirement of our Type II, or retrofit, Sound Barrier Program is that the local 
jurisdiction has to agree provide 20 percent of the barrier costs before funds for construction are 
considered. We are providing the following information so Howard County can address its share 
of the costs. 

Community 

Columbia Hills 
High Ridge 
Hunt Club Estates 
Guilford Downs 
Talbott Springs 
Allview Estates 
Clemens Crossing 

Totals 

Cost 

$1,300,000 
$2,300,000 
$2,400,000 
$2,700,000 
$3,400,000 
$ 800,000 
$1,200,000 

$14,100,000 

County Share 

$260,000 
$460,000. 
$480,000 
$540,000 
$680,400 
$160,000 
$240,000 

$2,820,000 

My telephone number is  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 



Mr. James Irvin / -3 7 
Page Two . . 

Hills wouTd\tnZ    JJT ^g P1CtUre' ^^ f0r t•* "^ other ^ Columbia Hi s would not be needed from the County before FY 2003. We appreciate Howard County's 

£5^7°? t?       ? ^ ^ ^^^ of the enhanced quality of life they provide, 
and we look forward to working with you to bring these projects to reality. 

contact^* 4^ •* «*~ immunities, please 

Charles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

cc:      Ms. Elizabeth Calia, Chief, Division of Transportation Projects and Watershed 
Management, Howard County Department of Public Works 

Mr. Robert L. Fisher, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
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Parris N. Glendening 

Maryland Department of Transportation Governor 

State Highway Administration ' °e
a

c^?a^ 
Winstead 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

November 18, 1998 

Mr. James M. Irvin 
Director, Howard County Department Of Public Works 
3430 Courthouse Drive 
Ellicott City MD 21043 

Dear Mr. Irvin: 

This is a follow up to my July 15 letter to you regarding sound barriers in the vicinity of 
Manordale, View Top and High Point Roads, which are the communities of Highview Estates 
and St. John's Manor along US 29. I would like to update you on the status of this information. 

We are awaiting the opening of the nearby section of MD 100 before we finalize our 
analysis of these areas to see if there may be any significant changes in traffic noise that may 
affect the decision on eligibility for sound barrier. We expect to complete our work in early 
January and you may expect to hear from us before the middle of February. 

Thank you for your patience while we continue to conduct our investigation. If you 
should have any other questions on this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me or Mr. James 
Hade of my staff who may be reached at (410) 545-8599 or 1-800-446-5962. 

;harles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

cc:       The Honorable Charles I. Ecker, Howard County Executive 
The Honorable Robert L. Flanagan, Member, Maryland House Of Delegates 
The Honorable Robert H. Kittleman, Member, Maryland House Of Delegates 
The Honorable Christopher J. McCabe, Member, Senate Of Maryland 
Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland_21202 
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Mr. James M. Irvin 
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bcc:     Mr. Paul D. Armstrong, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Leslie A. Frelow, Assistant Director, Office of Administrative Services, Maryland 

Department of Transportation 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

October Interim / Follow up 
Response prepared 11/17/98 by Philip Troll SHA/OED/NAT 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\IRVIN04.DOC 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

(kjdx? - rffb 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Mr. James M. Irvin 
Director, Howard County Department of Public Works 
3430 Courthouse Drive 
Ellicott City MD 21043 

Dear Mr. Irvin: 

• 

• 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning a request for sound barriers along US 29 in 
the vicinity of Manordale, View Top and High Point Roads. These are the communities of 
Highview Estates and St. John's Manor. I appreciate your interest on behalf of the residents in 
these locations. 

Recent construction in this area has prompted us to revisit both the Highview Estates and 
St. John's Manor communities regarding sound barrier eligibility. The required information must 
be secured from several sources and my staff is currently working on this. I look forward to being 
able to answer to your request within the next several weeks. 

Thank you again for your interest in this matter. In the meantime, if you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, who may be 
reached at (410) 545-8599 or 1-800-446-5962. 

cc: 

Charles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

The Honorable Charles I. Ecker, Howard County Executive 
The Honorable Robert L. Flanagan, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
The Honorable Robert H. Kittleman, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
The Honorable Christopher J. McCabe, Member, Senate of Maryland 
Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



nf 
Mr. James M. Irvin 
Page Two 

bcc:    Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Robert L. Fisher, District 7 Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Leslie A. Frelow, Assistant Director, Office of Administrative Services, Maryland 

Department of Transportation 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

Serial #: n/a 
OED Serial#: none noted 
Noise Customer #: 1662 (see also 1303) 
Responding to letter dated: June 29,1998 (and enclosures: 6/26/98 from Charles I. Ecker, and 
6/22/98 from Beth Sandbower Harbinson 
Drafted by: Philip Troll, July 15,1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\l 998\IRVIN01 .DOC 
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

James M. Irvin, Director 

June 29, 1998 

• 

Mr. Charles Adams 
Maryland State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Mail Stop C303 
Baltimore, MD 21202 

SUBJECT: Sound Barriers Alone Route 29 

Dear Mtr-Adams: 

Reference is made to the attached correspondence concerning a request for sound barriers 
along Route 29 in the vicinity of Manordale, View Top and High Point roads: Since this is under the 
jurisdiction of the State Highway Administration, I am requesting that your office review this matter 
and advise me of the results of your review. 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please call me at 410-313 -4401. 

Very truly yours, 

James M. Irvin, Director 
Department of Public Works 

• 

Attachments 

cc:       Charles I. Ecker 
Beth Sandbower Harbinson 

FASUSANS\DOCUME.NriM,£lTERS\l,LTrER].WPD 

3430 Courthouse Drive • EUicott City, Maryland 21043 • TDD 313-2323 
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MARYLAND 

June 26, 1998 

Ms. Beth Sandbower Harbinson 
9055 Meadowvale Court 
Ellicott City, MD 21042 

Dear Beth: 

Thank you for your letter of June 22, 1998. I certainly enjoyed our lunch and the 
opportunity to meet you and your husband, and Ms. Cahill and to see Dr. Gosh again. I 
appreciate your support of the Lung Association fundraiser. 

By copy of this letter, I am asking James Irvin, Director of Public Works, to contact the 
State for review of your request for sound barriers along Rt. 29, Manordale, View Top and High 
Point roads. 

Someone will be in touch with you as soon as the State completes its investigation. 

Sincerely, 

c 
Charles I. Ecker 
County Executive 

CIE:ld 

'..O 

rn;:      ,- 

3430 Courthouse Drive   •   Ellicott City, Maryland 21043   •   (410)313-2013   •   FAX (410) 313-3051   •   TTY 313-2323 
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June 22, 1998 

Charles I. Ecker 
3430 Court House Drive 
Ellicott City, MD 21043 

Dear Chuck: 

Scott and I thoroughly enjoyed lunch with you last week. I applaud your efforts on behalf 
of the American Lung Association. It was also a wonderful opportunity for me to learn more 
about the School Board. As a first initiative, I am going to support the two candidates I think 
best for the next election! " 

i 

As a follow-up to our conversation regarding the noise level from Route 29 in our 
immediate neighborhood, our area is flanked by the following streets:Manordale, View Top and 
High Point Roads. 

These houses were mostly built in the early 1970's prior to Route 29's expansion. I am lobbying 
for the erection of noise reduction walls along this corridor of the road. 

Please let me know what I need to do to follow up on this request. Our beautiful 
neighborhood would greatly benefit by having some quiet relief from the horrendous traffic noise. 

Bfefth Saridboy ar Harbinsfc vn 
905^5 Meado&r 'ale Court } 
EllicbtU^ty, iJ ID 21042 ; 
410-750-9657 V   ^ 
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Customer Information View for 1998   for small Screens 

Frederick Road to MD 103 

St Johns Manor 

Q*X' ,.'M::. 
responded to James Irvin Ho. Co. Dir Pub Wks 

Si Johns Manor 
U^Sfatitol^ 
James M. Irvin wrote on behalf of Charles Ecker, who recieved the letter from this customer. We were not contacted 
directly. 

* nttnnrtntrtr,i..H,H,.tH,...H,nn.iH,..it....rH t,.HH,...iHi,..H,t.^ ,,         ——^J.|||||||||||<||(„.^^J^r.        |r.. m   ^g 

Comments Tt-is field cai not be sorted or searched      |OPPE or Hwy rep current type 1 inf   J 
^vrg!'..^....^.v.wAv.v:r...Jia^^^ 

Property view indicates new homes have been built since our last cost calculation. Time is needed to verify the location of these homes for; 
the Date criteria analysis, and cost analysis. A 57 dBA contour would likely bring the community into the Date criterion. 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

February 10, 1998 

Mr. James Irvin 
Director 
Howard County Department of Public Works 
George Howard Building 
3430 Courthouse Drive 
EllicottCity MD 21043 

Enclosed are copies of two reports completed for the State Highway 
Administration (SHA) by the Wilson T. Ballard consulting firm regarding traffic noise at 
the River Hill community adjacent to MD 32. You requested this information to aid in a 
reanalysis of traffic noise impacts for River Hill. 

Specifically, the reports include noise level measurement data and classified 
traffic counts conducted simultaneously with the noise testing. This data should serve 
well in the model calibration effort as part of the study. The September 1996 report 
specifically contains calibration data and computations. Site diagrams are also included. 

Please feel free to contact Mr. Ken Polcak of my staff if you have any questions 
or wish to discuss any of the material. Ken may be reached at (410) 545-8601. 

Sincerely 

Charles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Desian 

CBA/kp 
Enclosures 

t 
cc:  ^ Mr. Jim Hade 

Mr. Ken Polcak 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryjand 21202 
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Mr. James Irvin 
Page Two 

N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\IRVIN03.DOC 
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Parris N. Glendonlng 
Maryland Department of Transportation *<>•• 
The Secretary's Office David L. Winstead 

1 Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
! Deputy Secretary 

November 27, 1998 

The Honorable Edward J. Kasemeyer 
Senate of Maryland 
1330 Sulphur Spring Road 
Arbutus MD 21227-2794 

The Honorable James E. Malone, Jr. 
Maryland House of Delegates < 
1407B Sulphur Spring Road j 
Baltimore MD 21227-2703 

The Honorable Donald E. Murphy 
Maryland House of Delegates 
36 Holmehurst Avenue 
Baltimore MD 21228-4630 

i 
i 

Dear Senator Kasemeyer and Delegates Malone and Murphy: 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) has received inquiries from a number of 
communities in Howard County regarding their eligibility for sound barriers. The Lawyers Hill 
community, in your district adjacent to 1-95, has been reviewed to determine if it meets the 
requirements for a sound barrier. 

In order to be eligible for a sound barrier, a community must predate the original highway 
and experience noise levels of 66 decibels (dBA) or above. In addition, we must be able to build 
an effective barrier at a cost of $50,000 or less per protected residence. The Lawyers Hill 
community meets the date criterion and impact threshold of 66 dBA, but does not meet the cost-per- 
residence criterion. Before reaching this conclusion, we analyzed a number of sound barrier options 
and found that all would exceed the $50,000 limit. As a result, the area does not qualify for a State- 
funded sound barrier. A copy of our"Sound Barrier Policy" brochure is enclosed, which explains the 
criteria needed to qualify for a barrier. 

My telephone number is 410-865-1000 
Toll Free Number 1-888-713-1414   TTY For the Deal: 410-865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
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The Honorable Edward J. Kasemeyer 
The Honorable James E. Malone, Jr. 
The Honorable Donald E. Murphy 
Page Two 

Thank you for your patience while we conducted our investigations. If you need any 
additional information regarding this community, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. 
Adams SHA's Director of Environmental Design, at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

t 
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The Honorable Edward J. Kasemeyer 
The Honorable James E. Malone, Jr. 
The Honorable Donald E. Murphy 
Page Three 

! 
bcc:     Ms. Valerie Bumette Edgar, Director of Communications, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Robert L. Fisher, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Leslie A. Frelow, Assistant Director of Administrative Services, Maryland 

Department of Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John M. Lewis, State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of Transportation 

Drafted by: Philip Troll November 18,1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\l 998\KASMYR01 .DOC 
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PARR/S N. GLENDENING 
GOVERNOR 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE 

Novembers, 1998 /ooswrfcwaf 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401 

14101 974-3901 
(TOLL FREEI 1-800-311-8336 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 
SUITE 311 

The Honorable Edward J. Kasemeyer - : *«NORTH CAPITOL STREET, N.W. 
J i WASHINGTON, O.C. 20001 

Senate of Maryland 1202)624-1430 
1330 Sulphur Spring Road TOD 14101333-3093 
Arbutus MD 21227-2794 

Dear Ed: 

The State Highway Administration has received inquiries from a number of 
communities in Howard County regarding their eligibility for sound barriers. The Hunt 
Club Estates community in your district has been reviewed to determine if it meets the 
requirements for a sound barrier. 

It is my pleasure to inform you the Hunt Club corhmunity meets the technical 
eligibility requirements for a sound barrier. We have written to Howard County 
Executive Charles Ecker informing him of Hunt Club Estates' eligibility. Before State 
funding is considered, Howard County will have to agree to fund 20 percent of the barrier 
costs. I have asked State Highway Administrator Parker F. Williams to keep you 
informed of our progress as we work through the funding process. 

Thank you for your patience while we conducted pur investigations. If you need 
any additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. 
Charles B. Adams, the State Highway Administration's Director of Environmental 
Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely,   : 

Parris N. Glfendening 
Governor 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration ; 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
Secretary David L. Winstead, Maryland Department of Transportation 

® 



The Honorable Edward J. Kasemeyer 
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bcc:     Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration | 

Mr. Robert L. Fisher, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Leslie A. Frelow, Assistant Director, Office of Administrative Services, Maryland 
Department of Transportation j 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation j 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, Marylarid Department of Transportation 

Drafted by: Natalie Hardy, October 23,1998 
N:\OED\NOiSE\CORRESP\1998\KASMYR03.DOC 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: 
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Mr. Robert L. Fisher 

District Engineer - District 7 

Charles B. Adams, Director 

Office of Environmental Design 

October 9, 1998 
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SUBJECT:     Information to aid response to SenatorlKasemeyer 

I am writing to provide you with information regarding an inquiry from Senator 
Kasemeyer from Mr. Paul Havrilko related to sound barriers. I will address the Senator's 
points in order. 

The sound barrier material utilizing recycled tire rubber and proposed as part of 
the project along 1-95 in Arbutus is an absorptive system, comprised of chunk tire rubber 
mixed in with cement and sand. From a cost standpoint, it's use does not in itself present 
substantial saving, but rather the opportunity to utilize recyclable materials. The system 
is quite durable and aesthetically compatible with SHA's overall approach. It has been 
used on a short section of sound barrier in Montgomery County along the outer loop of I- 
495 west of Femwood Road, and would be considered as a acceptable alternate where an 
absorptive sound barrier is required. The use of an absorptive barrier over the typical 
reflective concrete systems is most common in certain: situations where parallel barriers 
will be placed on opposite sides of the same highway section, or as is the case in Arbutus, 
if a single barrier is proposed opposite an unprotected Community. The amount of 
potential reflected noise is relatively small, but public perception is such that preemptive 
action is the best course. i 
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SUBJECT:     Information to aid response to Senator Kasemeyer 

I am writing to provide you with information regarding an inquiry from Senator 
Kasemeyer from Mr. Paul Havrilko related to sound tWiers. I will address the Senator's 
points in order. 

The sound barrier material utilizing recycled tire rubber and proposed as part of 
the project along 1-95 in Arbutus is an absorptive system, comprised of chunk tire rubber 
mixed in with cement and sand. From a cost standpoint, it's use does not in itself present 
substantial saving, but rather the opportunity to utilize recyclable materials. The system 
is quite durable and aesthetically compatible with SHA's overall approach. It has been 
used on a short section of sound barrier in Montgomery County along the outer loop of I- 
495 west of Femwood Road, and would be considered as a acceptable alternate where an 
absorptive sound barrier is required. The use of an absorptive barrier over the typical 
reflective concrete systems is most common in certain situations where parallel barriers 
will be placed on opposite sides of the same highway section, or as is the case in Arbutus, 
if a single barrier is proposed opposite an unprotected1 community. The amount of 
potential reflected noise is relatively small, but public perception is such that preemptive 
action is the best course. 

9 
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Regarding evaluations of sound barriers for the Elkridge / Lawyers Hill area, 
studies have just been completed. These studies were undertaken to assess the area's 
qualification for a sound barrier under the recently approved Policy. Though noise levels 
are above the impact threshold, our recent studies have found that the cost of a sound 
barrier for the area along Lawyers Hill Road, between Montgomery road and the 1-895 
cut-off would be above our $50,000 per-residence limit. The main problem in the area is 
that there are substantial portions of undeveloped land and some homes on larger lots. 
The overall lower density of development makes a sound barrier too costly. 

Please feel free to contact Mr. Ken Polcak of my staff at (410) 545-8601 if you 
need clarification, or more informatio. 

cc:       Mr. Jim Hade 

N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\DRAFTS\fisherd7.doc 
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S The Secretary's Office 

The Honorable Edward J. Kasemeyer 
Senate of Maryland 
1330 Sulphur Spring Road 
Arbutus MD 21227^2794 

August 12, 1998- 

IfT 
Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Poreari 
Deputy Secretary 

I 

Dear SenatorJKasfcmeyer: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding sound barriers along 1-95 in the Elkridge area. 
I share your concern for your constituents and would like to update you on the status of our 
review of the area for a sound barrier. > 

Mr. Edward J. Huber, Jr. was previously contacted to address his concerns about 
eligibility for sound barriers of the Hunt Club/Lawyers Hill communities in Elkridge. The State 
Highway Administration (SHA) is analyzing these areas to determine if our criterion for barrier 
cost can be met. In the Lawyers Hill area, the question is based upon the density of the homes, 
and to date SHA has not identified any barrier option that would meet the cost per residence 
criterion. In the Hunt Club area, the issue centers on the number of homes that were built before 
the highway. This community is a mixture of older and newer homes, and SHA staff is attempting 
to identify an option that can protect the older homes and meet the cost criterion. They are 
finishing these evaluations, and they expect to have the analysis completed by the end of 
September. Once a determination has been made, they will contact you and Mr. Huber with the 
results. A copy of the State's "Sound Barrier Policy" brochure, which discusses the criteria for a 
community to qualify for barriers is enclosed for your review. 

Thank you again for your letter. If you have any other questions on this matter, please do 
not hesitate to contact me or Mr. Charles B. Adams, the SHA's Director of Environmental 
Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

I 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary    y 

Enclosure l 

cc:       The Honorable Elizabeth Bobo, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
The Honorable James E. Malone, Jr., Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
The Honorable Donald E. Murphy, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
Mr. Edward J. Huber, Jr. 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number Is 410-86S-1000 
Toll Free Number 1-888-713-1414    TTY For thte Deaf: 410-865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
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The Honorable Edward J. Kasemeyer 
Page Two 

bcc:    Ms. Valerie Bumette Edgar, Director of Communications, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie A. Frelow, Assistant Director, Office of Administrative Services, Maryland 
Department of Transportation 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John M. Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of Transportation 

Serial #: 11935 

Serial #: 11935 i 

Drafted by: Mr. Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - August 6,1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\l 998\KASMYR02.DOC 
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Secretary David L. Wlnstead 
Department of Tianspoitalion. 
P. O. Box 8755 
B.WX Airport, MD 21240-0755 

Deaf^^enagy^mstead: 

July 27,1998 

Slflasa Rrapare Boflsoaaft ?« aBQTi'&W. ^ 

s*«^» :l( |   RECEIVED 
Alia  4 aw' 

J?      SECRETARY DEPA8TMt=*T 
OF TRANSPORIATION 

I am following up on a My 13,1998 letter you received ftom Edward J. Huber, Jr. of 
Elkridge, Maryland regarding sound barriers along 1-95 in the Elkridge area. 

•;-.: ?. c, ^.^^.y^ ?*!?*> Iesidatts of Elkridge, an older: commnniiy in the noniieastem Tip of 
flp^d County, liave fceen requesting relief from the nois^ emanaring ftom the traffic on 1-95 for 
quite a" few years. Recent years have brought increased traffic along this highway. Coupled with 
the increased speed limit of 65 mph, the noise impact grows greater in this area. 

Could you please bring me up to date on the present status of the environmental effect of 
noise levels in the Elkridge area and that community's etanding in the list awaiting relief by the 
construction of sound barriers along 1-95. ^ 

Thank you fox your time and consideiatioiL 

Sincerely, 

Edward J. Kasemeyer 
State Senator 

I &:ti&^&£#$&/jjiZ;.i .'l.':...'.' 
•:.•<•:.•.•• .<.' 
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STATE OF MARYLAND 
^OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR | I 

PABRIS N. GLENOENING 
GOVERNOR 

i ANNAPOLIS OFFICE 
STATE HOUSE 

I 100 STATE CIRCLE 
ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 21401 

(410)974-3901 

May 7,   1998 
J ' WASHINGTON OFFICE 

SUITE 311 

The Honorable Edward J. Kasemeyer 444 ^£S*Dc-£»i 
Senate of Maryland (202,638-22,5 
1330 Sulphur Spring Road TOO (4,o, 333.3098 
Arbutus MD 21227-2794 

Dear Ed: j 
; i 

It is my pleasure to inform you that the Columbia Hills Community meets the 
eligibility requirements for a sound barrier, and I have approved funding for its design and 
construction.  The State Highway Administration (SHA) has begun design of this barrier. 
Funding for the construction of a barrier in the Department! of Transportation's Consolidated 
Transportation Program (CTP) becomes available beginning in Fiscal Year 2001, which 
starts on July 1, 2000. 

Although funds in the earlier years of the CTP are allocated to other projects for 
which prior commitments had been made, we are committed to look for opportunities to 
advance funding for construction of this barrier once the design is completed.  I have 
directed State Highway Administrator Parker F. Williams to have his staff keep you 
informed of our progress. 

Thank you for your patience while we conducted ou!r review.  I am glad to have been 
able to provide funding for this project.  If you need any additional information on this 
project, please do not hesitate to contact Transportation Secretary David L. Winstead, at 
410-865-1000 or 1-888-713-1414. 

Sincerely, 1 

tfa. 
Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

cc:      Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 

® 
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The Honorable Edward J. Kasemeyer 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, State Highway |Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation t 
Mr. Robert L. Fisher, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Varner, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of 

Transportation i 

Drafted by: OED/LAD/NAT - April 9, 1998 
N: \OED\NOISE\CORRESP\ 1998\KASMYR04. DOC 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

July 21, 1998 

/tt- 
Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

• 

The Honorable James M. Kelly 
Maryland House of Delegates I 
607 Fairway Drive 
TowsonMD 21286-7842 

I 
Dear Delegate Kelly: 

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of your constituent, Mr. Mark Brandau, the President 
of the Chapel Ridge Community Association, regarding reconsideration of a sound barrier for the 
Chapel Ridge/Mays Chapel community in the vicinity of 1-83. I appreciate your interest in this issue, 
and I would like to take this opportunity to update you on the eligibility of this area for a sound barrier. 

One of the basic criteria for a community to be considered for a sound barrier is the date of its 
development compared to the date the adjacent highway was constructed. If the community was built 
prior to the highway, it will be analyzed to determine whether a sound barrier is warranted based upon 
the technical criteria in our sound barrier policy. According to our records, both the Chapel Ridge and 
Mays Chapel communities were developed after 1-83 was built, and neither is eligible for our program. 
Mr. Brandau wrote to Governor Glendening expressing his interest in extending the present sound 
barrier from Timonium Road to Padonia Road. A letter from Secretary Winstead explaining the policy 
and the ineligibility of these two communities is enclosed. 

Thank you again for your letter and your interest in this issue. If you need additional 
information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me or Mr. Charles B. Adams, our 
Director of Environmental Design, who can be reached at 410-545-8640 or 1 -800-446-5962. 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator     j 

• 

Enclosure 
cc:       The Honorable F. Vemon Boozer, Member, Senate of Maryland 

Mr. Mark Brandau, President, Chapel Ridge Community Association 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway Administration 
The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of Transportation 

410-545-0400 or 1-800-206-0770 
My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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The Honorable James M. Kelly 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Valerie Bumette Edgar, Director, Office of Communications, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration j 

Ms. Leslie A. Frelow, Assistant Director, Office of Administrative Services, Maryland 
Department of Transportation 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Directorj, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John M. Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation I 
Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. David J. Malkowski, District 4 Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Linda Singer, Special Assistant to the District Engineer, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

SERIAL: #98JUL12 
Noise Customer #: « Re: #9184 » j 
Responding to letter dated: July 9,1998 ] 
Drafted by: Philip Troll -- OED/LAD/NAT - July 20,1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\l 998\KELLYJ01 .DOC ! 
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JAMES M. KELLT 

UEeiSLATIVE DISTRICT OB 

BALTIMORE COUNTY 

ECONOMIC MATTERS COMMITTEE 

HEALTH CABE SUBCOMMITTEE 
SCIENCE (k TECHNOLOGY SUBCOMMITTEE HOUSE OF DELEGATES 

IM DISTRICT OFFICE: 

607 FAIRWAY DRIVE 
TOWSON, MARYLAND ZI2S6 

(410)321-0342 

-f      - 

DELEOATION OFFICE: 

LOWE HOUSE OFFICE BUIUDINO 
SUITE aoe 

ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 21401-!SB) 
(410)041-3369 

'    Email: 
, James_Kelly@house.statt.md.us 

July9f199i 

• 

Mr. Parker F. Williams 
Administrator   • ' 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 
PO Box 717 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

I write to you on behalf of my Baltimore County constituents of the Chapel Ridge Community, a 
large, well-established townhouse neighborhood in the Mays Chapel area of Timonium, 
Maryland. 

The Chapel Ridge Community Association recentry contacted me to express their desire to have 
sound barriers extended along 1-83 from Timonium Road to Padonia Road. A copy of the 
correspondence is enclosed. Mark Brandau, the community association president, has 
thoroughly studied this issue and presents a very solid and! valid perspective. As we all can 
agree, Timonium and areas north toward Pennsylvania have witnessed dramatic growth in the 
recent past which has led to an increase in vehicular traffic along the interstate. 

I respectfully request that you seriously review the attached letter and adopt the 
recommendations proffered by the Chapel Ridge Community Association. I find the 
recommendation reasonable and prudent, and one which adequately addresses their growing 
noise pollution problem. Thank you for consideration in this matter and I look forward to your 
favorable response. 

• 

JalpiesM. Kelly 
©legate 

cc: Mark Brandau, President, Chapel Ridge Community Association    [ w ^ ^PiV 86 

JMKAys , 
enclosure 
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CHAPEL RIDGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
P.O.Bax47P2 

Timormtm, Maryland 21094-4792 

: June 30, 1998 

Delegate James M. Kelly 
607 Fairway Drive 
Towson, Matyland 21286 

Dear Delegate Kelly. 

I am the President of Chapel Ridge^ Community Association, a large 
townhouse community in Mays ChapeL Our community borders I-83, north of 
Timonium Road. The residents of this community, and the other communities of 
Mays Chapel, are suffering due to the $ver increasing environmental pollution from 
I-83.  I am writing to ask you to help us obtain relief by extending the existing 
sound barrier from Timonium Road to.Padonia Road. 

•• • •     •       •    • •     .. •.   / 'i •• • . • . 

The problems that we are experiencing were first brought to the attention 
of state representatives in 1985. No relief was forthcoming at that time. In 1995, 
we again notified state officials of the problems I-83 has created. Some of those 
problems include the following: Residents cannot sit outside and enjoy their 
property without being overwhelmed by the noise. Residents cannot leave their 
windows open at night because the noise keeps them awake. Residents cannot 
carry on a conversation with neighbors without having to shout at one another. 
The traffic causes windows to rattle. Residents are awakened at. very early 
morning hours bytruck traffic. This noise continues, largely tinabated. 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week. JH 

In eariy 1997, the State Highway' Administration conducted ambient noise 
measurements in our neighborhood. Readings were taken over a two day period 
at six locations. Five of those six locations had measurements which "exceeded" 
(67 dBA) or "approached" (66 dBA) Noise Abatement Criteria. At two of those 
locations, noise levels were as high as. 73 artd 74 dBA. 
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June 30,1998 ^ 
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Our community is also concerned about the effects of car exhaust on our 
air quality. There are many families with young children in our neighborhood. 
They choose to live in Mays Chapel because it provides a good quality of life, i.e. 
good schools, churches, recreational facilities, open spaces and trees. But, our 
quality of life is suffering as a result of increased noise and air pollution issues 
confronting the community. 

The sources of these problems are varied. Truck and car traffic has 
increased significantly since 1977, when this neighborhood was built This 
increase has been partially fueled by residential and commercial development in 
TimonJum and Hunt Valley, as well as the growing numbr of commuters from 
f^insyl^i^ i^m 1990 fb"1995r " 
average daily traffic count of 148,000 vehicles. The recent opening of an 
entrance/exit ramp at Warren Road has increased this daily count even more. The 
flow of traffic between Padonia Road and 1-83 is so large that a traffic light had to 
be installed this spring at the Padonia Road exit on southbound 1-83. The State 
anticipates another 30% increase in the daily traffic by the year 2020.    ? 

In addition, some changes have been made to the roadway, Including 
widening the shoulders and changes to the entrance and exit ramps at Padonia 
Road, as well as the development of a large Park & Ride lot off of 1-83 near 
Padonia Road, for commuters from Pennsylvania, northern Baltimore County, 
Harfbrd and Carroll counties to park and access Mass Transit buses and Light Rail 
trains into Baltimore City, Anne AruncteJ County and BWI Airport. Tandem trucks 
are now allowed on this highway and speed limits have been raised to 65 mph. 
Trees and shrubs which were planted in the median have been removed. As 
recently as last fall, trees along the west side of the highway were cut down, 
leaving the fencing and our homes exposed. Although 1-83 has been audible in 
our community for a long time, it was never visible until this work was done. 

fi .*; 

- - ..Despite our demonstrated rieed for relief, it has..always been denied 
because our community was built in 1977, after the completion of 1-83 in 1974. 
This policy simply fails to take into account the changes in the usage of this 
roadway over the last 20 years. As taxpayers, we are disheartened by the 
unresponsiveness of our elected officials to our plight, while we see sound 
bamers being erected in neighborhoods all around us. 

Will you agree to help us? I took forward to your response. 

MarkBrandau 
President, Chapel Ridge 
Community Association 

• 
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNdR 
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April 14,  1998 

PARRIS N. GLENDENING 
GOVERNOR 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE 
STATE HOUSE 

100 STATE CIRCLE 
ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 21401 

(410) 974-3901 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 
SUITE 311 

444 NORTH CAPITOL STREET. N.W. 
WASHINGTON. O.C. 20001 

(202) 638-2215 

TOO (410) 333-3093 

The Honorable Nancy K. Kopp 
Maryland House of Delegates j 
221 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard , 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 ! 

Dear Nancy: ' 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) has recbived inquiries from a number of 
communities in the 16th District regarding their eligibility for sound barriers,  As a result of 
recent policy changes, we reviewed these communities to determine if they meet the revised 
requirements. 

It is my pleasure to inform you the Bamet Road, Bradley Manor, Longwood and 
Wildwood Manor communities do meet the eligibility requirements for sound barriers and I 
have approved funding for their design and future construction. The SHA will begin design 
of these barriers soon.  Funding for the construction of a barrier in the Department of 
Transportation's Consolidated Transportation Program (<bTP) becomes available beginning in 
Fiscal Year 2001, which starts on July 1, 2000. Although funds in the earlier years of the 
CTP are allocated to other projects for which prior cominitments had been made, we are 
committed to look for opportunities to advance funding for construction of these barriers 
once the design is completed. I have directed State Highway Administrator Parker F. 
Williams to have his staff keep you informed of our progress. 

Thank you for your patience while we conducted our investigation. I am glad to have 
been able to provide funding for these projects.  If you need any additional information 
regarding any of these communities, please do not hesitate to contact Transportation 
Secretary David L. Winstead, at 410-865-1000. 

Sincerely, 

tfl 
yfO #&• 

cc: 

I 
I 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation j 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

a-yp- 



The Honoralile Nancy K. Kopp | 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation i 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation i 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of 

Transportation | 
Ms. Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant to the District Engineer, State 

Highway Administration 
Mr. Charlie K. Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: OED/LAD/NAT -- March 9, 1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\KOPP01.DOC I 



Maryland Department of Transportation SSiJ1 •'G,endenlng 

The Secretary's Office j David L W/nstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
| Deputy Secretary 

April 8, 1^98 

The Honorable Nancy K. Kopp 
Maryland House of Delegates 
221 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

slega^K^f Dear Delej 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) has received inquiries from a number of 
communities in the 16th District regarding their eligibility for sound barriers.  As a result of 
recent policy changes, we reviewed these communities to determine if they meet the revised 
requirements. 

The communities of Al Marah/Carderock, Carderock Springs, Cloisters Home 
Owners Association, Heritage Walk, Pooks Hill and Tjimberlawn/Tuckerman Walk were each 
a part of this effort.  In addition to meeting other criteria which are designed to ensure 
State-funded barriers are provided in the most equitable manner possible, a community must 
predate the original highway.  Unfortunately, these communities do not meet this criterion 
and consequently do not qualify for barriers. ' 

Thank you for your patience while we conducted our investigation.  If you need any 
additional information regarding any of these communities, please do not hesitate to 
contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, at 410-545-8640 
or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary  ! 

r 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration i 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is 410-865-1000 
TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865- {l 342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport. Maryland 21240-0755 , Hi© 
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Parrls N. Glendenlng 

Maryland Department of Transportation 

•' 

• 

David L. Wlnstead 
The Secretary's Office Secretary 

| John D. Porcarl 
! Deputy Secretary 

March 10, 1998 

The Honorable Betty Ann Krahnke 
Member, Montgomery County Council 
Stella B. Werner Council Office Building 
100 Maryland Avenue 
RockvilleMD 20850 j^^vs^ 

Dear CouncilmejpberT^rahnke: 

Thank you for your letters to the State Highway Administration's Director of 
Environmental Design, Mr. Charles B. Adams, regarding the Governor's announcement of 
sound barriers to protect seven communities along 1-270 and 1-495 in Montgomery County. 
You have maintained a strong interest in the issue of sound barriers, particularly in the 
triangle area of the 1-270 spurs and 1-495, and I appreciate this opportunity to update you on 
our efforts. 

i 

The Governor recently announced he approved funding for a sound barrier for the 
Burning Tree Estates and Park View Estates communities. He noted that funding for the 
construction of new barrier projects in the Department of Transportation's Consolidated 
Transportation Program (CTP) becomes available beginning Fiscal Year 2001, since funds in 
the earlier years of the CTP are allocated to other projects for which prior commitments had 
been made.  As the Governor also said, we will begin the design of these barriers soon, and 
we are committed to look for opportunities to advance funding for their construction once the 
designs are completed.  We will keep you and the communities informed and involved as the 
design proceeds. 

The area along Park Hill Drive just west of Cedar Lane is what we refer to as the 
Locust Hill Estates community.  This area is protected by an existing combination of sound 
walls and an earthen berm.  We are currently investigating;the condition of the earthen berm 
to determine if there is a need to repair any eroded areas to ensure the continued stability of 
the berm. 

My tetephona numbar Is (410)-   65"00^ 
TTY For th« Deaf: (410) 605-1342 

Post Offlcs Box 8755, BatttmorfrWashlngton International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
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The Honorable Betty Ann Krahnke 
Page Two 

While our revised sound barrier policy has resulted in the approval of a number of 
new sound barriers, there are still communities that do nojt meet the requirements for these 
barriers for one or more reasons.  One of the basic considerations in determining eligibility 
for a sound biarrier is the date the homes were built in relationship to the highway. This 
criterion is an issue with respect to the other two areas yo^i inquired about.  According to our 
records, the majority of the impacted homes in the Carderock Springs area and the 
community on the north side of 1-270 across from Wildwood Manor, referred to as 
Timberlawn, were built after I-495/I-270. Based on this information, these two communities 
are ineligible for a sound barrier. I regret we cannot provide you with a positive response to 
this portion of your inquiry. [ 

Thank you again for your letters and your continued interest in the State's sound 
barrier program. If you have any other questions on this matter, please do not hesitate to 
contact Mr. Adams at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. i 

Sincerely, / 

•' Mt 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary       : 

f 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

• 
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The Honorable Betty Ann Krahnke 
Page Three 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation ; 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant to the District Engineer, SHA 
Mr. Charlie K. Watkins, District Engineer, SHA  • 

Serial #NA 
OEDNAT: #KRAHNKE f 
Drafted by: Mr. Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- February 18, 1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\KRAHNK01 .DOC 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY COUNCIL 

ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND 

February 13,1998 
BETTY ANN KRAHNKE 

Charles Adams 
Director of Environmental Design 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
C-303 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Dear Mr. Adams: 

•/9"£ 

,^m ^}S 
\'> s •' 

^-rrr: —""""'.. 

-.r:.' .""*"'• • 

• 

Recently, while reviewing some of the information I have gathered earlier on noise 
walls, I was reminded of two other neighborhoods which I failed to mention in my last 
letter and for which I would also appreciate an update. These areas are both near 
ckioting noise walls, btfc they are not yet protected. THe two aiccts are: 

• Park View Estates, between the existing noise wall to the west and Rock Creek. 

• Park Hill Drive, between the existing noise wail to the west and Cedar Lane. 

Could you add these to the areas whose status I inquired about in my previous letters? I 
appreciate your help. 

Sincerely, 

AMIMMZ- 

Betty Ann Krahnke 
Councilmember 

• 

6AK:ctm 
f:\dp w&t\sha_ltrs\ noise\adamslt2.doc 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY COUNCIL 
ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND 

February 5,1998 
BETTY ANN KRAHNKE 

Charles Adams 
Director of Environmental Design 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
C-303 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Dear Mr. Adams: 

3\ \^ 

18. 

• 

It was great to see you last week at the Governor's press announcement on Newbold Drive in 
Bethesda. The news on the State's progress with noise walls was exciting to hear. 

I understand there were other areas being studied in addition to the neighborhoods which were 
announced last week. Thefe are several areas which I have inquired about previously, but to 
which I have not received a response. Three areas I am specifically concerned about are Burning 
Tree Estates (on the west side of 1-495 and across from Burning tree Country Club), Carderock 
Springs from the existing wall to Persimmon Tree Road (near Stone Trail Drive and Carderock 
Springs Elementary) and on the north side of 1-270 across the interstate from the new wall to be 
built for the Wildwood Manor area. 

I would appreciate an update on these areas. For those areas that do not qualify could you clarify 
if it is because of funding issues, because they don't meet the criteria, if they are still under study, 
etc.? If there are areas which are still under study, could I have an update on the progress of the 
studies and estimated time of completion? This information would help me understand where 
things stand and would aid my staff in answering questions of people who might otherwise be 
contacting your offices. 

lam grateful for the opportunity to work together on this important quality of life issue. 

Sincerely, 

Betty Ann Krahnke 
Councilmember 

t BAK:ctm 
f:\dpw&t\ sha_ltrs\noise\adamsltr.doc 
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The Honorable Betty Ann Krahnke 
Member 
Montgomery County Council 
100 Maryland Avenue 
RockvilleMD 20850 

Dear Councilmember Krahnke: 
! 

Thank you for your recent letter to the State HighWay Administration's Director of 
Environmental Design, Charles B. Adams, regarding the'Governor's recent announcement of 
sound barriers to protect seven communities along 1-270 and 1-495 in Montgomery County. 
You have maintained a strong interest in the issue of sound barriers, particularly in the triangle 
area of the 1-270 spurs and 1-495, and I appreciate this opportunity to update you on our 
efforts in this area. 

It is my pleasure to inform you the Governor has approved funding for a sound barrier 
for Park View Estates, which will enhance the quality of life enjoyed by residents. State 
Highway Administration staff will begin to design the barrier soon and we will keep the 
community informed and involved as the design proceeds. 

Burning Tree Estates (the community on the West side of 1-495, across from the 
Burning Tree Country Club) does meet the requirements for a sound barrier. At this time, 
funding for the design and construction of a barrier has not been identified. We are looking at 
the fimding needs for this barrier and will contact you as! we work through this need. There 
are, however, two issues about the construction feasibility of a barrier. In one location, the 
homes are approximately 50 feet above the beltway and it is questionable whether they can be 
protected. Thomas Branch runs parallel to the beltway along another portion of the area and 
there are associated floodplain issues that will need to be addressed. Further engineering is 
required to resolve these technical issues. 

! 

The area along Park Hill Drive, just west of Cedar Lane is what we would refer to as 
the Locust Hill Estates community. This area is protected by an existing combination of sound 
walls and an earthen berm. We are currently investigating the condition of the earthen berm 
to determine if there is a need to repair any eroded areas; to assure the continued stability of 
the berm. 



v\ \The Honorable Betty Ann Krahnke /1& 
Page Two /     ' 

While our revised sound barrier policy has resulted in the approval of a number of 
new sound barriers, there are communities that donot meet the requirements for sound barriers 
for one or more reasons. One of the basic considerations in determining eligibility for a sound 
barrier is the date the homes were built in relationship to the highway. This affects the other 
two areas that you inquired about. According to our records, the majority of the impacted 
homes in the Carderock Springs area and the community on the north side of 1-270 across 
from Wildwood Manor, referred to as Timberlawn, were built after I-495/I-270. Based on 
this information, these two communities are not eligible for a sound barrier. While we 
certainly understand your concerns on behalf of your constituents, the date criteria is a basic 
requirement of our noise policy. I regret that we cannot provide you with a more positive 
response to this portion of your inquiry. 

Thank you again for your letter and your continued interest in the State's sound barrier 
program. We will contact you again when the funding and engineering issues involved with 
the barrier for the Burning Tree Estates area are resolved. If you need any additional 
information regarding this matter please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Adams at 410-545-8640 
or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

Parker F. Williams 

% 

The Honorable Betty Ann Krahnke 
Page Three 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant to the District Engineer, SHA 
Mr. Charlie K. Watkins, District Engineer, SHA 

Serial #NA 
OEDNAT: #KRAHNKE 
Drafted by: Mr. Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - February 18, 1998 
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The Honorable Betty Ann Krahnke ! 
Member 
Montgomery County Council 
100 Maryland Avenue r 

RockvilleMD 20850 

Dear Councilwoman Krahnke: 
_ 

Thank you for your recent letter to the State Highway Administration's Director of 
Environmental Design, Charles B. Adams, regarding the Governor's recent announcement of 
sound barriers to protect seven communities along 1-270 and 1-495 in Montgomery County. 
You have maintained a strong interest in the issue of sound barriers, particularly in the noise 
triangle area of the 1-270 spurs and 1-495, and I appreciate this opportunity to update you on 
our efforts in this area. 

Our intent when we undertook the review was to increase the flexibility of the approach 
to the review and evaluation of requests for sound barrier|S. It is my pleasure to inform you 
the Park View Estates areahas had funding approved for a much needed sound barrier. State 
Highway Administration staff will begin to design the barrier soon and we will keep the 
community informed and involved as the design proceeds;. 

Burning Tree Estates (on the West side of 1-495, across from the Burning Tree Country 
Club) does meet the requirements for a sound barrier. At this time, funding for the design and 
construction of a barrier has not been identified. We are; looking at the funding needs for this 
barrier and will contact you as we work through this need. 

Additionally, there are a couple of issues about the construction feasibility of a barrier. 
In one location, the homes are approximately 50 feet above the beltway and it is questionable 

whether they can be protected. A stream runs parallel to the beltway along another portion of 
the area and there are associated floodplain issues that will need to be addressed. Further 
engineering is required to resolve these technical issues, j 

The area along Park Hill Drive, just west of Cedar Lane is what we would refer to as 
the Locust Hill Estates community. The existing walls and earthen berm constitute the sound 
barrier for this community. We are currently investigating the condition of the earthen berm 
and surrounding area. We will make repairs and adjustments as necessary to assure the 
continued stability of the barrier. ! 
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The Honorable Betty Ann Krahnke 
Page Two 

One of the basic considerations in determining eligibility for a sound barrier is the date 
the homes were built in relationship to the highway. According to our records, the majority of 
the impacted homes in the remaining two communities you made reference to — Carderock 
Springs and the community North side of 1-270 across from Wildwood Manor referred to as 
Timberlawn, were built after I-495/I-270. Based upon this information, the Carderock Springs 
and Timberlawn communities do not meet the criteria and are not eligible for a sound barrier. 
While I certainly understand your concerns on behalf of your constituents, the date criteria is a 
basic requirement of our noise policy. I regret that we cannot provide you with a more 
positive response to this portion of your inquiry. 

Thank you again for your letter and your continued interest in the State's sound barrier 
program. My staff will provide both you and Montgomery County Council President Marilyn 
Praisner (?) with the results of our efforts to work througlj the funding and engineering issues 
involved with the barrier for the Burning Tree Estates community as those determinations are 
made. If you need any additional information regarding this matter please do not hesitate to 
contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:       (?)The Honorable Marilyn J. Praisner, President, Montgomery County Council 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 
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The Honorable Betty Ann Krahnke 
Member 
Montgomery County Council 
100 Maryland Avenue | 
RockvilleMD 20850 i 

Dear Councilwoman Krahnke: ! 

Thank you for your recent letter to the State Highway Administration's Director of 
Environmental Design, Charles B. Adams, regarding thej Governor's recent announcement of 
sound barriers to protect seven communities along 1-270 find 1-495 in Montgomery County. 
You have maintained a strong interest in the issue of sound barriers, particularly in the noise 
triangle area of the 1-270 spurs and 1-495, and I appreciate this opportunity to update you on 
our efforts in this area. ! 

Our intent when we undertook the review was to increase the flexibility of the approach 
to the review and evaluation of requests for sound barriers. It is my pleasure to inform you 
the first community you inquired about, Burning Tree Estates (on the West side of 1-495, 
across from the Burning Tree Country Club) does meet the requirements for a sound barrier. 
At this time, ftinding for the design and construction of a barrier has not been identified. We 
are looking at the funding needs for this barrier and will icontact you as we work through this 
need. 

i 
Additionally, there are a couple of issues about the construction feasibility of a barrier. 

In one location, the homes are approximately 50 feet abi)ve the beltway and it is questionable 
whether they can be protected. A stream runs parallel tcj the beltway along another portion of 
the area and there are associated floodplain issues that wpl need to be addressed. Further 
engineering is required to resolve these technical issues, j 

One of the basic considerations in determining eligibility for a sound barrier is the date 
the homes were built in relationship to the highway. Acpording to our records, the majority of 
the impacted homes in the remaining two communities ypu made reference to - Carderock 
Springs and the community North side of 1-270 across fijom Wildwood Manor referred to as 
Timberlawn, were built after I-495/I-270. Based upon this information, the Carderock Springs 
and Timberlawn communities do not meet the criteria and are not eligible for a sound barrier. 
While I certainly understand your concerns on behalf of your constituents, the date criteria is 

a basic requirement of our noise policy. I regret that we cannot provide you with a more 
positive response to this portion of your inquiry. [ 
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The Honorable Betty Ann Krahnke 
Page Two 

Thank you again for your letter and your continued interest in the State's sound barrier 
program. My staff will provide both you and Montgomery County Council President Marilyn 
Praisner (?) with the results of our efforts to work through the funding and engineering issues 
involved with the barrier for the Burning Tree Estates community as those determinations are 
made. If you need any additional information regarding this matter please do not hesitate to 
contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:      (?)The Honorable Marilyn J. Praisner, President, Montgomery County Council 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 

The Honorable Betty Ann Krahnke 
Page Two 

MH" nrrnpt^15' SeCretary' State HiShway Administration 
AdmS!    "'   PeCial ^"^ t0 ^ Administ^ State Highway 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 

"rtr
Jr"state Le8islative officer'Maryiand D—-r 
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H 
NOiSe ^^ Team' State m$•*3 Administration Ms. Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant to the District Engineer SHA 

Mr. Charlie K. Watkins, District Engineer, SHA 
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STATE OF MARYLAND 

-ICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

% 

April 14,  1998 

PARRIS N. GLENDENING 
GOVERNOR 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE 
STATE HOUSE 

100 STATE CIRCLE 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401 

(410)974-3901 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 
SUITE 311 

444 NORTH CAPITOL STREET, N.W: 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20001 

(202) 638-2215 

TOO (410) 333-3098 
The Honorable Richard La Vay 
Maryland House of Delegates 
405 Lowe House Office Building 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Richard: 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) has received inquiries from a number of 
communities in the 15th District regarding their eligibility for sound barriers.  As a result of 
recent policy changes, we reviewed these communities to determine if they meet the revised 
requirements. 

It is my pleasure to inform you the Wildwood Hills community does meet the 
eligibility requirements for a sound barrier and I have approved funding for its design and 
future construction.  The SHA will begin design of this barrier soon.  Funding for the 
construction of a barrier in the Department of Transportation's Consolidated Transportation 
Program (CTP) becomes available beginning in Fiscal Year 2001, which starts on 
July 1, 2000.  Although funds in the earlier years of thejCTP are allocated to other projects 
for which prior commitments had been made, we are committed to look for opportunities to 
advance funding for construction of this barrier once the-design is completed. I have 
directed State Highway Administrator Parker F. Williams to have his staff keep you 
informed of our progress. 

Thank you for your patience while we conducted our investigation. I am glad to have 
been able to provide funding for this project. If you need any additional information, please 
do not hesitate to contact Transportation Secretary David L. Winstead, at 410-865-1000. 

Sincerely, 

L&V&l^tUu 
Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

cc: The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation j 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

® 
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The Honorable Richard La Vay 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Varner, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of 

Transportation f 

Ms. Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant to the District Engineer, State 
Highway Administration 

Mr. Charles K. Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: OED/LAD/NAT - March 9, 1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\LAVAY02.DOC 
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STATE OF MARYLAND 
^OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

# PAHRIS N. GLENDENING 
GOVERNOR 

April 6,   1998 
r ' ANNAPOLIS OFFICE 

STATE HOUSE 
100 STATE CIRCLE 

i ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 21401 
The Honorable Richard LaVay I                                                  (410)974.390) 
Maryland House of Delegates WASH,NGTO

s
N
u°EFin 

405 Lowe House Office Building U4'^^^Swoc'xooi 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard (262)638-2215 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 TOO (4,0,333-3098 

Dear Richard: j 

Thank you for your active support for a sound barrier for the Burning Tree Estates 
community.  I appreciate your patience while we considered this community's request for a 
sound barrier. > 

It is my pleasure to inform you the Burning Tree Estates community does meet the 
eligibility requirements for a sound barrier, and I have approved funding for its design and 
construction.  The State Highway Administration will be^in design of this barrier soon. 
Funding for the construction of a barrier in the Department of Transportation's Consolidated 
Transportation Program (CTP) becomes available beginning in Fiscal Year 2001, which 

• starts on July 1, 2000.  Although funds in the earlier years of the CTP are allocated to other 
projects for which prior commitments had been made, we are committed to look for 
opportunities to advance funding for construction of this barrier once the design is 
completed. I have directed State Highway Administrator Parker F. Williams to have his staff 
keep you informed of our progress. ' 

Thank you again for your continued interest in the State's Sound Barrier Program. If 
you need any additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, the State Highway Administration's Director of Environmental 
Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely,    .!        • 

• 

A 
Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 

® 
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The Honorable Richard LaVay 
Page Two 

bcc:    Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration ; 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design, 
State Highway Administration 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, State 
Highway Administration 

Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, MDOT 
Ms. Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant to the District Engineer, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Charlie K. Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- March 2, 1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\LAVAY01.DOC 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 

February ;9, 1998 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

• 

The Honorable Richard La Vay 
Maryland House of Delegates 
405 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD  21401/091 

Dear Delegatgi^vay: 

This letter is sent to update you on your request for a sound barrier for the Burning 
Tree Estates area along 1-495 between Bradley Boulevard and River Road.   I appreciate your 
patience while we considered this community's request for noise abatement. 

You will be pleased to know we have determined that the Burning Tree community 
does meet the requirements for a sound barrier.   Altliough funding for design and 
construction has not yet been identified, we are looking at the funding needs for this barrier 
and w;'.! keep you informed of our p:  ,rr—p'- f 

Several construction feasibility issues also neeh to be resolved.  In one location, the 
homes are approximately 50 feet above the Beltway, and it is questionable whether they can 
be protected.   A stream runs parallel to the Beltway along another portion of the area, and 
there are associated floodplain issues that will need to be addressed.   Further engineering is 
required to resolve these technical issues, and I have [asked State Highway Administration 
(SHA) staff to provide you with the results once a determination has been made. 

Thank you again for your interest in the State's sound barrier program and your 
support for a barrier for the Burning Tree community.  If you need any additional 
information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, 
SHA's Director of Environmental Design, at 410-545-8640 or 1-80^-446-5062. 

• 

iucerely,, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary ' 

U ^•^ 

cc: Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is (410)-. 865-; 1000 
Toll Froo Number 1-888-713-1414 TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 



£--- -*"*» /f^ 
The Honorable Richard La Vay 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

'     Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design, 
State Highway Administration 

Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, State 
Highway Administration 

Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, MOOT (Serial No. 10821 also) 
Ms. Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant to the District Engineer, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Charlie K. Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - February 3,1998 Revised: JD Hade 2/4/98 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\LAVAY03.doc ' 
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STATE OF MARYLAND 
*' EFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

• 

f PARRIS N. GLENDENING 

April 14,  1998 G0VERN0R 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE 
STATE HOUSE 

100 STATE ClflCLE 
[ ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 2140.1 
' (410)974-3901 

, WASHINGTON OFFICE" 

The Honorable Isiah Leggett 444 NORTH CAP-TOL STBIS;' 
President WASHINGTON, O.C. 20001 
,, (202)638-2215 
Montgomery County Council I 
Stella B. Werner Council Office Building T00 <4,0>333-3098 

100 Maryland Avenue 
RockvilleMD 20850 

:•'.'• ! 

Dear Isiah: 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) has received inquiries from a number of 
communities in Montgomery County regarding their eligibility for sound barriers.  As a 
result of recent policy changes, we reviewed these communities to determine it they meet tne 
revised requirements. 

It is my pleasure to inform you the Bamet Road, feradley Manor, Burning Tree 
Estates, Forest Glen, Longwood, Park View Estates, Wildwood Hills and Wildwood Manor 
communities do meet the eligibility requirements for sound barriers and I have approved 
funding for their design and future construction. The SHA will begin design of these 
barriers soon.  Funding for the construction of a barrier in the Department of .     . 
Transportation's Consolidated Transportation Program (CTP) becomes available beginning in 
Fiscal Year 2001, which starts on July 1, 2000.  Although funds in the earlier years of the 
CTP are allocated to other projects for which prior commitments had been made, we are 
committed to look for opportunities to advance funding for construction of these bamers 
once the design is completed. I have directed State Highway Administrator Parker F. 
Williams to have his staff keep you informed of their progress. 

Thank you for your patience while we conducted our investigation. I am glad to have 
been able to provide funding for these projects. If you need any additional information 
regarding any of these communities, please do not hesitate to contact Transportation 
Secretary David L. Winstead, at 410-865-1000. j 

Sincerely, 

^;     L***-*" 
Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

cc:      The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 



191- 

The Honorable Isiah Leggett 
Page Two 

bcc:    Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Varner, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Ms, Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant to the District Engineer, State 

Highway Administration 
Mr. Charles K. Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: OED/LAD/NAT ~ March 9, 1998 | 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\LEGGET02.DOC       j 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 

,iw P^x 
Parris Nl Glendening 
Governor 

David L. \j?instead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

April 8, 1998 

The Honorable Isiah Leggett 
President 
Montgomery County Council 
Stella B. Werner Council Office Building 
100 Maryland Avenue 
RockvilleMD 20850 

Dear Isiah: 

t 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) has received inquiries from a number of 
communities in the 16th District regarding their eligibility for sound barriers.  As a result of 
recent policy changes, we reviewed these communities to determine if they meet the revised 
requirements. 

The communities of Al Marah/Carderock, Carderock Springs, Cloisters Home 
Owners Association, Heritage Walk, Pooks Hill and Timberlawn/Tuckerman Walk were each 
a part of this effort. In addition to meeting other criteria which are designed to ensure 
State-funded barriers are provided in the most equitable manner possible, a community must 
predate the original highway.  Unfortunately, these communities do not meet this criterion 
and consequently do not qualify for barriers. 

Thank you for your patience While we conducted our investigation.  If you need any 
additional information regarding any of these communities, please do not hesitate to 
contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, at 410-545-8640 
or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

cc: 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary   l 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration      . • • 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

• 
My telephone number is 410-865-1000 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
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The Honorable Isiah Leggett 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Varner, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of 

Transportation , 
Ms. Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant to the district Engineer, State 

Highway Administration 
Mr. Charles K. Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: OED/LAD/NAT -- March 9, 1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\LEGGET01.DOC 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

November 30, 1998 

The Honorable John R. Leopold 
Maryland House of Delegates 
8626 Houlton Harbor 
Pasadena MD 21122-2570 

Dear Delegate Leopold: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding sound barriers for the communities of Glen 
Gardens, between MD 10 and MD 270 at MD 648; Willo Brook, adjacent to eastbound MD100, 
just east of Catherine Avenue; Brookfield, adjacent to westbound MD 100, just east of Catherine 
Avenue; and the Cedar Hills/Cedar Morris Hills area at thei intersection of 1-695 and MD 10, 
which we refer to as Brooklyn Terrace. I appreciate this opportunity to explain how the State's 
Sound Barrier Program applies to these communities. 

These communities are being evaluated to determinfe if they meet the technical 
requirements for sound barriers. This evaluation will determine whether the majority of the 
affected homes predate the highway and whether existing noise levels equal or exceed 66 decibels. 
If those two criteria are satisfied, we will also determine whether we can build an effective barrier 
for a reasonable cost, which our policy defines as $50,000 or less per benefited residence. If all of 
these criteria are met, Anne Arundel County will have to commit to fund 20 percent of the barrier 
cost, and the construction of a barrier would be dependent upon the availability of State funds. 

Thank you again for your letter and your interest in this issue. Our analyses should be 
completed by the end of December, and I look forward to sharing the results with you at that 
time.  If you need additional information regarding any of these communities, please do not 
hesitate to contact me or Mr. Charles B. Adams, our Director of Environmental Design, who can 
be reached at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:       Ms. Catherine Dorsey, Legislative Assistant to Delegate Leopold 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is    410-545-0400 or 1-800-206-0770  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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The Honorable John R. Leopold 
Page Two 

bcc:     Mr. Paul D. Armstrong, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Valerie Bumette Edgar, Director of Communications, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Leslie A. Frelow, Assistant Director of Administrative Services, Maryland 

Department of Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John M. Lewis, State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 

OED Serial # OED-72 
Refer to these OED Noise Customers: #1694, #1696, #1702 & #1740 
Response prepared 11/18/98 5:24 PM SHA/OED/NAT 
Responding to a letter dated 10/26/98 
Responding to telephone conversations on 11/18/98 and 11/23/98 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\LEOPLD02.DOC 



Prom: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

W 
Irene Heline 
CAdams, JHade, KOldham, NHardy, ;PTroll 
November 18, 1998 (Wednesday) 2:13pm 
Letter to Delegate Leopold 

1 received a call from Ms. Catherine Dorsey firom Delegate Leopold's office. 
She requested that the letter that we are writing in response to MD 100/MD 10 
noise issues and the tree issues be sent to her attention.  This way she will 
get the mail and Del. Leopold will not have this routed to his home address 
which is what the procedure is when the mail is directly sent to him.  This 
may mean that the letter can go out for Charlie's signature with a cc to 
Parker.  Please let me know what you think on this. 

Thanks! 

Irene 



JOHN R. LEOPOLD 
DEPUTY MINORITY WHIP 

WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE 

HOUSE OF DELEGATES 

Octobir26,1998 

Mr. Charles B. Adams ' 
Director of Environmental Design 
MD State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, MD 21202 

Dear Mr. Adams: 

/ 

213 LOWE BUILDING 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401 

(410) 841-3217 

The residents of commmnities.b'ordering MD'RoufeylO and MD Route.100 suffer 
dramatically from traffi/ndise-^om these lieavily tray<eled> roads.   I have had several requests 
for noise barriers from residents, of these commimities////. . ..   . 

^<^>;'"/      ^      /   • 
The community of Cedar Hills"is:locat9d near me intersection of U.S. 695 and MD Route 

10. It has been there for many years and the variousjpghways in that location have been built 
around it. . . 

MD Route 10 is very close to the residents that liveibetween Route 10 and Route 270 just 
north of the intersection of MD Route 648. This area has been tested and qualifies for a noise 
wall. 

The community of Willobrook is south of Route 100 and the residents of Willobrook 
Road, Victory Way, and Brookwood Road between Catherine Avenue and Edwin Raynor 
Boulevard are. requesting relief from the noise from these roads. 

I would appreciate hearing from you regarding the State's plans to install noise barriers at 
these locations. If you need further information on any of these areas, please call me. I will 
provide the names and addresses of the residents who contacted me. 

I appreciate your attention to this request. 

# 

Very truly yours, 

JOHN LEOPOLD 
Delegate 



K^^i»r- *'r a** 
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Parris N. Glendening 

Maryland Department of Transportation Govemor 

State Highway Administration ^ Winstead 

i Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

November 4, 1998 

The Honorable John Leopold 
Maryland House of Delegates i 
8626 Houlton Harbor 
Pasadena MD 21122-2570 

Dear Delegate Leopold: 

Thank you for your recent request for information concerning sound barriers. Per your 
request to Ms. Valerie Burnette Edgar, our Director of Communications, enclosed is a copy of 
the State's Sound Barrier Policy. 

Thank you again for your interest. If you need any additional information, please do not 
hesitate to contact me or Mr. Charles B. Adams, our Director of Environmental Design, who may 
be reached at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Enclosure 
cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway Administration 

Ms. Valerie Burnette Edgar, Director of Communications, State Highway Administration 

• My telephone number is   410-545-0400 or 1-800-206-0770  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



t 

The Honorable John Leopold | 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. John M. Lewis, State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\LEOPLD01.DOC 
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Maryland Department of Transportation G°••<   lenden,n9 
State High way Administration  i David L winstead 

! Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

• 

October 28, 1998 

Ms. Catherine Dorsey 
c/o The Honorable John Leopold 
Maryland House of Delegates 
213 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21122-2570 

Dear Ms. Dorsey: 
I 

Per our conversation on October 28 regarding sound barriers, enclosed is a copy of the 
Maryland State Highway Administration's Sound Barrier Policy. If you need any additional 
information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me at 410-545-8599 or 1-800- 
446-5962. ! 

Sincerely, 

C^qa^^ 
/ Jan- James D. Hade 

Team Leader 
Noise Abatement Team 

• 
My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

i 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202- 



305 
Ms. Catherine Dorsey 
C/o The Honorable John Leopold / 

Page Two - 

N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\DORSEY01.DOC 
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The Honorable John R. Leopold 
c/o Ms. Catherine Dorsey 
213 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Delegate Leopold: 

This letter is in response to your inquiry to Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of 
Environmental Design for the State Highway Administration about reforestation in the vicinity 
of where MD 100 and MD 10 intersect. I would like to advise you of efforts planned to plant 
additional trees in this area. 

We have contacted the Department of Natural Resources and they are working on a plan 
to do additional planting in the area in the Spring of 1999. Currently, they are awaiting test 
results on soil samples taken to determine if soil amendments are needed to ensure success of the 
next plantings. The State Highway Administration will workcooperatively with DNR to have 
this area replanted next Spring. 

Again, thank you for your interest in this issue and if you would like any additional 
information, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Adams at 410 545-8640 or 1 800 446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Paul Armstrong, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John M. Lewis, State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of Transportation 
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( The Honorable John Leopold 
y ^^ Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie A. Frelow, Assistant Director, Office of Administrative Services, 
Maryland Department of Transportation 

Mr. Jim Hade, Team Leader, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
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Coxmty Council of Howard County 

George Howard Building 
3430 Court House Drive 

Efficott City, Maryland 21043-4392 

(410)313-2001       fax:(410)313.3297      tiy: (410) 313^401 
httpaVwwwxoiicund-WcoundLhtml 

tioy 

December?, 1998 

COUNCILMEMBERS 

Charles C. Feaga, Chairman 
Districts 

Darnel E. Drown, Vice Chainnan 
District 1 

C Vemon Gray 
Distria2 

Maiy C Loisung 
Disfctietl 

Dennis R. Schrader 
District S 

Parker Williams, Administrator 
State Highway Administration 
707. North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, MD 21202 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

The Route 32 noise issues in the River Hill area continue to be of concern to me. Although 
I understand that the current Environmental Impact Statement being developed is limited to the 
section west of MD 108 to 1-70, any improvements to this roadway will have an impact on 
residences east of MD 108 to Cedar Lane. I am writing to support Senator Christopher 
McCabe's request that a study be conducted to address the potential noise impact on the existing 
communities when the proposed expansion would be built. I am well aware of the State's noise 
mitigation policies. However, this would seem to be an opportunity to compile some solid data 
for comparison in the future. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. Please do not hesitate to contact me at 
410-313-2001 if you wish to discuss this matter fbrther. 

Mary C. Lorsuhg 
Council Member 

MCL3042/GBH/dpb/STA-9 

cc:    Neil Pedersen 
Josh Heltzer 

Christopher B. Emery 
Administrator 

Ronald S- Weinstein 
County Auditor 
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MARYLAND STATfe HTGHWAY ADKHNISTRATION 
THE ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE (PHONE 410-545-0400 FAX 410-209-5009) 

REQUEST FOR PREPARATION OF CORRESPONDENCE 
PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM AND PREPARED CORRESPONDENCE TO ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE 

(Attn; Donna Austin) 

CONTROL*       98Dec7 

LOGDATR 12/08/1998 
SENDER:     LOKSUNG, MARY C. 

SUBJECT:     ROUTE 32 NOISE ISSUES IN THE RIVER HEX AREA 

Idf 

[x] PREPARE RESPONSE FOR ADMINISTRATORS SIGNATURE 

PI PREPARE RESPONSE FOR SECRETARY'S SIGNATURE 

[""1 PREPARE RESPONSE K)R GOVERNORS SIGNATURE 

|    | REPLYDIRECTLY, CC: ADMINISTRATOR 

Q PREPARERESPONSEFORADM1NISTRATORFOR GOVERNORS SIGNATURE 

Q PREPARE RESPONSE FOR SECRETARYFOR GOVERNORS SIGNATURE 

THE ADMiNreTBATfiB'g "y^nr 

DRAFTED BY: •••. 

SIGNIFICANT 
REVISIONS BY: 

TYPED: 

ASSIGNED TO:      ADAMS 

TO BE RETURNED TO ADMINISTRATORS OFFICE BY: 12/15/1998 

PROOFED: 

DATE IN: 

APPROVED: 

FOLLOW UP BY: 

DUE DATE:      

RESPONSE PREPARED BY: 

(Name / Telephone / Date) 

TYPED BY: 

PROOFREAD BY: 

SENIOR MANAGER'S APPROVAL: 

WAS THERE PERSONAL CONTACT WITH THE SENDER?        [    ] YES      f    J NO 

REMARKS: 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

&-/& 

David L. Winstead 
Sacretary 

Parker F. Williams 

Administrator 

DATE: ^htr^sOV '*£_ 

OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
DESIGN— — Noise Matement Design 

andAnatysis Section 

(NAltlE/OFFTdE/TELEPHONE) J 

FROM: ^(1. /tep - fodK-fdz^ 
(NAME/OFFICE/TELEPHONE)" 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES:     '^/f- 
.(Including Cover Sheet) 

Please fonyard this transmittal to the appropriate person as soon as possible.  If you 
have any problems with this transaction, please call our office at (410) 545-8641   The 
telephone number for the FAX machine at State Highway Administration's Office of 
Environmental Design is (410) 209-5003. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION/COMMENTS: > 

A-e,   &* &* II 
^i»fi—/*»v^«-.     si* Vtf»f/»WV. 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 . Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street  . Baltimore, Maryland 21202 \^i 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Jill 
D^id L. Winstead 
oecratary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

DATE:     Wl-JP?'*? 

OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
DESIGN  Noise Abatement Design 

andAnafysfs Sect/on 

\  

TO: C\ M U/* J^ai l/C^c/^. 
^S        (NAME/OFFlCE/TL^, n^c, (NAME/OFFl£S/TELEPHONE) 

FROM 

(NAME/OFFICE/TELEPHONE) 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES: 
.(Including Cover Sheet) £- 

• 

Please forward this transmittal to the appropriate person as soon as possible.  If you 
have any problems with this transaction, please call our office at (410) 545-8641   The 
telephone number for the FAX machine at State Highway Administration's Office of 
Environmental Design is (410) 209-5003. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION/COMMENTS: 

A 

\A*g. 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street  • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

mOm 
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MARYLAND STATE fflGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
THE ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE (PHONE 410-545-0400 FAX 410-209-5009) 

REQUEST FOR PREPARATION OF CORRESPONDENCE 

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM AND PREPARED CORRESPONDENCE TO ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE 

CONTROL*       98Apr20 

LOGDATE 04/22/1998 

/ 

I 

SENDER:     ^AfiDENjEmC^. „l 

SUBJECT.    DIB ASY ONE MEET WITH DR. ANDRULIS & MK. FORNARO ON SOUND BARRIERS 

|Xf PREPARE RESPONSE FOR ADMINISIRATOR-S SIGNATURE 

|    | PREPARE RESPONSE FOR SECRETARY'S SIGNATURE 

[    | PREPARE RESPONSE FOR GOVERNOR'S SIGNATURE 

|    | REPLY DIRECTLY, CC: ADMINISTRATOR 

|    | PREPARE RESPONSE FOR ADMINISTRATOR FOR GOVERNOR'S SIGNATURE    j 

• 

THE AHMINISTRATOR'S OFFICK 

DRAFTED BY:  

i SIGNIFICANT 
i REVISIONS BY: 

1 TYPED: 

F 
PREPARE RESPONSE FOR SECRETARY FOR GOVERNORS SIGNATURE 

ASSIGNED TO:     ADAMS 

TO BE RETURNED TO ADMINISTRATORS OFFICE BY: 

PROOFED: 

DATE IN:    _ 

APPROVED: 

j FOLLOW UP BY: 

04/24/1998 
i 

DUE DATE: 

RESPONSE PREPARED BY: 

TYPED BY:        

(Name / Telephone / Date) 

PROOFREAD BY: 

SENIOR MANAGER'S APPROVAL: 

WAS THERE PERSONAL CONTACT WITH THE SENDER?         f    1 YES       [    ] NO 

REMARKS: ;  

I / hJo/ic lea 

m 
*V\ tyfo*, 
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Marykuid Department of Transportation SJ,ai,nden",B 

The Secretary's Office David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

November 27, 1998 John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

The Honorable Martin G. Madden 
Senate of Maryland 
402B James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

The Honorable Shane E. Pendergrass 
Maryland House of Delegates 
209 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

The Honorable Frank S. Turner [• 
Maryland House of Delegates • f 
209 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 ! 

Dear Senator Madden and Delegates Pendergrass and Turner: 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) has received inquiries from a number of 
communities in Howard County regarding their eligibility for sound barriers. The Dalton 
community in your district, adjacent to US 29, has been reviewed to determine if it meets the 
requirements for a sound barrier under our Type H, or retrofit program. 

In addition to meeting other criteria which are designed to ensure State-funded barriers 
are provided in the most equitable manner possible, a community must predate the originaL .. 
highway. The Dalton community does not meet the date criterion because it was built after 
US 29 and therefore does not qualify for a sound barrier. 

Thank you for your patience while we conducted our investigation. If you need any — 
additional information regarding this community, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. 
AdamsJSHA's Director of Environmental Design, at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely,    -•^- - 

^   *• David L. Winstead 
„,  -    -        Secretary .   - 

— cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number la 410-865-1000 
Toll Free Number 1-688-713-1414   TTY Forthe Deaf: 410-86S-1342 

Poet Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 

® 
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The Honorable Martin G. Madden 
The Honorable Shane E. Pendergrass 
The Honorable Frank S. Turner 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Valerie Bumette Edgar, Director of Communications, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Robert L. Fisher, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Leslie A. Frelow, Assistant Director of Administrative Services, Maryland 

Department of Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John M. Lewis, State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of Transportation 

Drafted by: Philip Troll November 19,1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\MADDEN02.DOC 
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Parris N. Glendening 

MarylandDeprtmertcfTmnsportation G— w|nstead 
State Highway Administration secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

November 12, 1998 

The Honorable Martin G. Madden 
Senate of Maryland 
402B James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Madden: 

This letter is a follow up to the recent Consolidated Transportation Program (CTP) 
meeting held in Howard County. At that meeting, you asked several questions about sound 
barriers; I am pleased to be able to respond to you on those issues: 

US 29 Sound Barrier 

You asked that we consider combining the construction of a sound barrier for the 
Guilford Downs community with the Columbia Hills project. We will investigate whether 
it will be feasible to include both of these in one constmction contract. This will depend 
on the availability of County funds and the priority of State funds for Guilford Downs 
compared to other communities which have also been approved for barriers. 

You also requested information on the noise levels in the Guilford Downs 
community. A copy of our latest noise analysis report is enclosed. 

Noise Barrier Completion Time Frames 

You asked how long it takes, on average, for sound barrier projects to be built. 
The design phase for a barrier generally takes from 9-12 months, depending on the size of 
the area To be protected. The length of time from advertisement for bids to the completion 
of construction will generally take from 15-24 months, again depending on the size of the 

project. 

My telephone number is   4l0.5'15-0400 or 1 800 206 0770  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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The Honorable Martin G. Madden 
Page Two 

Thank you again for your interest in and continued support of all of our highway projects, 
including sound barriers. I trust this information adequately responds to your questions. If you 
have any additional questions, please feel free to contact me or Mr. Charles B. Adams, our 
Director of Environmental Design, who can be reachedat_410 545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

'arker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Enclosure 
cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway Administration 

Mr. Neil J. Pedersen, Director of Planning and Preliminary Engineering, State Highway 
Administration 
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m The Honorable Martin G. Madden 
Page Three 

bcc:     Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant Director, Office of Administrative Services, Maryland 
Department of Transportation 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, Office of Environmental Design, 

State Highway Administration 
Mr. John M. Lewis, State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Mr. Eric Madden, Special Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland 

Department of Transportation 
Mr. David Malkowski, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

• Ms. Linda Singer, Special Assistant to the District Engineer, State Highway 
Administration 

t~Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
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III. EXISTING NOISE ENVIRQNMFNT 

A. Ambient Noise Measurements 

In order to determine the existing noise characteristics present within the project area, ambient noise 
measurements were recorded using a Metrosonics dB308 Sound Analyzer on December 17 and 18, 1997. 
The results of the ambient measurements were the basis for defining impacts in the Noise Evaluation Report 
dated March 1998. Descriptions of the receptor sites and record noise levels from the March 1998 report are 
presented in the following sections. Results of the ambient measurements at the receptor locations chosen 
indicate a variety of contributing sources to the local noise environment These include birds chirping, rustli ng 
leaves, dogs barking, in addition to traffic-related noise. U.S. Route 29 is the main traffic noise source 
influencing the noise environment. 

B. Description of Noise Receptor Sites 

Short term ambient noise monitoring was completed at six sites. Two 24-hour measurements were 
completed in the rear yards of 5106 and 5114 West Penfield Road, whose property abuts U.S. 29. Short term 
measurements consisted of 20 minute periods beginning at 10:00 AM and ending at 1:00 PM. Both the short- 
term and 24-hour measurements were subdivided into shorter periods to determine if any non-roadway 
sources influenced the overall ambient noise levels. Non-roadway noise sources were not identified as 
influencing the overall noise environment. 

Test locations were selected near occupied residences at various representative sites adjacent to 
U.S. 29. The measuring microphone was placed at a position typical of residential exposure, e.g. at a 
patio/garden area or near where normal outdoor activity would take place. Second row measurements were 
taken in the front yards of homes to determine noise drop off due to distance and shielding. The microphone 
was also positioned to minimize the influence of sound reflected from buildings or radiated from relatively 
near, localized noise sources (e.g. heating/air conditioning units). 

The topography of the study area is level with U.S. 29 at Pepple Drive, climbs to 5 feet (±) higher than 
U.S. 29 from 5118 W. Penfield to 9445 Penfield Circle, then drops back level with U.S. 29 near Diamondbac k 
Drive. To the east of U.S. 29 the topography rises to a high point line along the residences of 5121 to 5101 
W. Penfield Road. Strands of trees separate the residences from U.S. 29, however, they provide little, if any 
acoustical benefit. 

Test Site 9526 is located in the side yard of the residence 9526 Pepple Drive near a vegetable 
garden. The area is level with U.S. 29 and is the closest receptor site to the traffic noise source. 

Test Site 9517 is located in the side yard of the residence 9517 W. Penfield Road. The receptor site 
is adjacent to Pepple Drive, is slightly higher than U.S. 29 and is shielded to the south by the homes 
along Pepple Drive and to the north by the homes along W. Penfield Road. 

Test Site 5122 is located in the rear yard of the residence 5122 W. Penfield Drive on a patio parallel 
to the end of an in-ground pool. The receptor site is higher than U.S. 29 and may receive shielding 
by the top-of-cut of U.S. 29 and is shielded slightly to the north by 5118 W. Penfield Road. 

Test Site 5114 is located in the rear yard of the residence 5114 W. Penfield R oad. The receptor site 
is higher than U.S. 29 and may receive shielding by the top-of-cut of U.S. 29 and is shielded slightly 
to the north by 5110 W. Penfield Road. This site was established as a 24-hour measurement. 

111-1 

Rummel, Klepper & Kahl, LLP 
Consulting Engineers • 
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Test Site 5113 is located in the front yard of the residence 5114 W. Penfield Road. The recepto r site 
is within the second row of residences adjacent to U.S. 29, and is shielded in all directions by the first 
row residences. ' 

Test Site 5106 is located in the rear yard of the residence 5160 W. Penfield Road. The receptor site 
is higher than U.S. 29 and may receive shielding by the top-of-cut of U.S. 29. This site was 
established as a 24-hour measurement. 

Test Site 9449 is located in the rear yard of the residence 9449 Penfield Circle. The receptor site is 
near level with U.S. 29 as the topography drops toward Diamond Back Drive. 

Test Site 9446 is located in the front yard of the residence 9446 Penfield Circle. The receptor site 
is within the second row of residences adjacent to U.S. 29, and is shielded in all directions by the first 
row residences. 

Weather conditions during the measurement period were derived from observation and climatological 
reports from the National Weather Service station at Baltimore Washington International Airport 
Temperatures ranged from a high of 58° F to a low of 23° F. Winds during the short-term measurements were 
negligible, as a wind meter did not register. Changes to the wind pattern were not observed during the 
unattended period of the 24-hour measurement. 

C.        Recorded Ambient Noise Levels 

Short-term (attended) ambient noise measurements expressed in one hour equivalent sound levels 
(Leq) taken at the above locations are listed in Table 3. The 24-hour measurement in hourly Leq is listed in 
Table 4. The proposed 24-hour measurements terminated prior to completion of the scheduled run The 
meter at 5114 W. Penfield terminated in the 20* hour between 7 and 8 AM. The meter at 5106 W. Penfield 
Road terminated in the IS"1 hour between 5 and 6 AM. The termination is a result of the decrease in 
temperature shortening the life of the battery. However, sufficient data was obtained to assess the impacts 
associated with traffic on U.S. 29. Table 4 assumes a peak noise level for the site at 5106 for the hour from 
7 to 8 AM. This extrapolation is based upon the consistent 4 dBA difference between the two 24-hour 
measurement sites. 

Table 3 includes an adjustment to the ambient measurement to account for peak noise hour levels. 
The peak noise hour was between 7 AM and 8 AM with a hourly Leq of 69 dBA at site 5106 and 73 at 5114. 
The adjustment accounts for the 24-hour noise level during the time period of the short-term measurement 
as compared to the peak noise hour. For example, site 9449 recorded a noise level of 68 between 12 and 
1 PM. The 24-hour measurement between 12 and 1 PM was 70 dBA compared to 73 dBA peak hour at site 
5106, a difference of 3 dBA, therefore, the peak hour adjustment for receptor site 9449 is 71 dBA. 
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TABLE: 

Location 

(-AMBIENTNOISE LEV 
December 17,1997 

ELS 

20-Min 
Ambient Leq 

dBA 

• 

Receptor 
Site Time 

Peak-Hour 
Adjusted 

Ambient Lea 

5113 front yard 
5113W. PenfieldRd. 

10:15 am-10:35 am 55 58 

5122 rear yard 
5122 W. PenfieldRd. 

10:45 am-11:05 am 65 68 

9526 side yard 
9526 Pebble Dr. 

11:10am-11:30 am 68 71 

9517 side yard 
9517 Pebble Dr. 

11:35 am-11:50 am 60 63 

9449 rear yard 
9449 Penfield Cir. 

12:05 am-12:25 am 68 71 

9446 front yard 
9446 Penfield Cir. 

12:30 am-12:50 am 60 63 
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TABLE 4 
24-HOUR AMBIENT NOISE LEVEL 

December 17 and 18,1997 

10:00am-11:00am 

11:00am-12:00pm 

12:00pm-1:00pm 

1:00pm-2:00pm 

2:00pm - 3:00pm 

3:00pm - 4:00pm 

4:00pm - 5:00pm 

5:00pm - 6:00pm 

6:00pm - 7:00pm 

7:00pm - 8:Q0pm 

8:00pm - 9:00pm 

9:00pm-10:00pm 

10:00pm-11:00pm 

11:00pm-12:00am 

12:00am-1:00am 

1:00am-2:00am 

2:00am - 3:00am 

3:00am - 4:00am 

4:00am - 5:00am 

5:00am - 6:00am 

6:00am - 7:00am 

7:00am - 8:00am 

8:00am - 9:00am 

9:00am-10:00am 

Rear Yard of 5106 
W. Penfield Road 

1-hr. L^dBA 

70 

70 

70 

70 

70 

71 

71 

71 

71 

71 

69 

69 

68 

66 

63 

61 

59 

62 

64 

68 

(73)1 

24-hr. Leq = 68 dBA 

1 - Ambient L„ Interpolated 

Rear Yard of 5114 
W. Penfield Road 

1-hr. L^dBA 

66 

66 

66 

67 

67 

67 

68 

67 

67 

67 

65 

65 

64 

62 

59 

56 

55 

57 

59 

63 

67 

69 

24-hr. Leq = 64 dBA 
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Maryland Department of Transportation cS^mt'     tnn0 

ThaS^retary'sOffia David L WlnsUad 
S«eMtary-' 

John D. Porcari 
ttopulySaewtfljy 

October 23,1998 

The Honorable Martin G. Madden 
Senate of Maryland 
402B James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue '0!!^-- 
AnnapolisMD ^W«rT991 

Dear Setj^tertStoddem: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding sound barriers for the Guilford Downs and 
High Ridge communities. The State Highway Administration (SHA) has received inquiries from a 
number of communities in Howard County regarding sound barrier^ and these communities have 
been reviewed to determine if they meet the rctjuirements for a barrier. 

It is my pleasure to inform you both the Guilford Downs and High Ridge communities 
meet the technical eligibility requirements for sound barriers* though funds for design and 
construction have not yet been identified. Once Howard County agrees to fund 20 percent of the 
barrier costs, we will look at the availability of fimds for these barriers in the transportation 
program. I haye asked State Highway Administrator Parker F. Williams to have his staff keep 
you informed of our progress as we woric through tfie process to identify funding. 

Thank you for your patience while we conducted our investigations. If you need any 
additional information regarding either of these communities, please do not hesitate to contact me 
or Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at 
410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

David:!.. Winstead 
Secretary.1 

:    V.- . 
cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Envtronqiental Design, State Highway Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My talaphon* numbvla-MO-BSS-IOOO 
Toll Fl»« Numbw 1-688.713-1414   TTY For mo owr: 410B63-1342 

PoatOfflea Box 8786, BaftlmorA/WMhlnflton IntamaUoral Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
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The Honorable Martin G. Madden 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Valerie Bumette Edgar, Director of Communications, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Robert L. Fisher, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Leslie A. Frelow, Assistant Director of Administrative Services, Maryland 

Department of Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John M. Lewis, State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of Transportation 

Serial # 12393 

Serial # 12393 
Drafted by: Philip Troll October 9,1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\MADDEN03.DOC 
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>. RECSIVEB^ 
^    OCT   2 1998 

"ECRETARY D^ARTMENT 
OE IRANSPO^ATJON 

MABTIN C MLABDEN 

MOWAROPRINCe SEOROfi-B COOWTIES 

.  FINANCE COMMITTEE 

CHAIRMAN 
SUSCOMMlTTEe 

ON WEUFAPS REFORM 

CO'CHAJRMAN 
JOINT cOMMITTSe ON WEkFA«K BETOHM 

IJ^ 

SENATE OP MARYLAND 
ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 21*01-1991 

October 1,1998 

4 

• 

Mr. David L.Winstead 
Secretaiy 
Maryiaiwi Department of Tranq»rtation 
P.O. Box 8755 
BW Airport, MD 21240-0755a 

ifc^ 

HOME: 

I) 524 CROWS NEST ROAD 
CLARKSVILLB, MAfcVCAND £1089 

(30nSBS-976a 

ANNAPOt-'S OFFICE! 

402-S JAMS* SENATE W«C* BUILOinoi 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND SMOI-ISBI 

(AIO) SAI'SSTZ. (COLUMBIA AREA) 
<30n e5SOS72 (LAUREL AREA) 

i^co«i9a-7i2a EXT. aa?2. 
FAX <»10) Sill-3455 »O1) 856-3ASS 

Bmait marin_n1add9nBsenMe.sja1e.md.u9. 

Slossa Prepare Bsesoass Fas^JWJWto^Jji 

Dear Secretaiy Winstead: 

LastADriLIinitiared an inquiry with Mr. Charles Adams, Director of ^^f^^^ 
^   -     * iSnJSe^nf^uisfersourKlbani^&rlhecommumtiesofGujlfo^^ 

that results would be available in early June. 

When I called in June I was told that the results would be ready in two weeks In July,Iwas 

iould be expected, again, m two weeks. At dae end ofJuiy.i was TOIOW   P= f 

August In August, I was told it would be September. 

It is now the beginning of October and, unfortunately, I have received no definitive 
information regarding these two projects. 

It is mv understanding that you will be visiting Howard County on Thursday, October15 
1*98 JS^S^Depanm^tof Tiansportation'* 1999 Report on Transporuuon with 
1998 to (flscuss tne P^•^"      than at th£ time, you will also be prepared to address and 

results of the Department's studies- 

Thank you for your attention to this concern. I look forward to seeing you at the "Road 
Show" on October 15- 

Sincerely, 

"NpraxkU J^YrWJUw 
Martin G. Madden 
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Maryland Department of Transportation Q?iN,G,enden,n9 

The Secretary's Office David L. Winstead 
Seerata/y 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

Augusts, 1998 

The Honorable Martin G. Madden 
Senate of Maryland 
402B James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 214QMi 

Dear Senator'. 

Thank you for the recent letter you and Delegate John S. Morgan sent to me regarding a 
sound barrier for the Scotchtown Hills community adjacent to northbound 1-95 in Laurel. 
I appreciate this opportunity to respond to your request 

Noise levels emanating from traffic on 1-95 are above the recognized impact threshold in 
the Scotchtown Hills community, and staff at the State Highway Administration (SHA) realizes 
this. I sympathize with the residents of ^his community for the discomfort they experience. 

Maryland is one of the leading states in the construction of sound barriers to reduce the 
effects of highway noise on communities. Still, we cannot afford to provide sound barriers for 
every community that requests them. Because the demand is so great, and the cost for sound 
barriers is substantial, there must be guidelines for the decisions on approval of barriers. In the 
past two years, we convened a legislative panel to assist the Department with the review of our 
Sound Barrier Policy. This was undertaken to determine where revisions were needed and the 
substance of any revisions. Some of the topics that were addressed included who should be 
eligible, impact definitions, cost considerations, and local noise control requirements. One of the 
points considered was the issue of which came first, the homes or the highway. The 
overwhelming recommendation was that the State should not be building sound barriers in 
situations where the road was in place before the homes, and no capacity improvements have been 
made since the homes were built. This is the case with this community. 

This is not the only location where a community was built after the highway, and sound 
barriers are being requested. There are a number of similar areas throughout the State, and the 
cost to provide barriers for all of these locations would be substantial. This level of funding is just 
not available within the Department's budget. 

My telephone number Is 410-665-1000 
Toll Free Number 1-68e-713-1414   TTY For the Deaf: 410.865-1342 

Post Offlco Box 8735, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 

€b 
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Uf 
The Honorable Martin G. Madden 
Page Two 

In your letter, you refer to plans to widen 1-95 to add an additional two lanes in each 
direction. There are no current plans for an expansion of the portion of 1-95 between the Capital 
and Baltimore beltways, although it may be necessary to look at the need to provide more 
capacity at some time in the future. If this were to occur, the issue of noise impact would be 
considered as a part of those improvements. 

Thank you again for your letter. I am sorry that I cannot agree to your request to create a 
second tier of eligibility within our sound barrier policy. Please contact me if you would like to 
discuss this further, or you may call Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental 
Design, at 410-545-8640 or 1-800^46-5962. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:       The Honorable John M. Morgan, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
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The Honorable Martin G. Madden 
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bcc:     Ms. Valerie Bumette Edgar, Director, Office of Communications, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie A. Frelow, Assistant Director, Office of Administrative Services, Maryland 
Department of Transportation 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John M. Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. John Petty, Assistant to the Secretary, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Ms. Nanette Schieke, Policy Analyst, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of Transportation 

Serial #11895 
Mr. Charles K. Watkins, District 3 Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Serial: #11895 
Drafted by: OED/LAD/NAT - August 3,1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\MADDEN05.DOC 
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MARTIN G. MAnDEN 

MOWARD-PCINCE SBOROE-fi COUhfTlES 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

CHAIRMAN 
CUBeOUMITTce 

ON WELFARE RtfORM 

CO-CHAIRMAN 
JOINT COMMITTEB ON WEtFAftE REFOHM 

SENATE OF MABYLAND 
ANNAPOLIS, MARtLAHD 21401-1991 

July 28,1998 

Ymi/v 
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pWa Pra»ar© Seapoaae P« 

JUL   20 1998. 

///^ 
SECRETARY DEPARTM£NI 

OF TKANSFOffTAnCM 

HOME: 

113ZA CROWS HCOT ROAD 
CbARKSVIULE. MARVLANP ilO" 

(SO 1)596-9788 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICB: 
aoi«B j*Me» aeN*TB OF^OC BUILDING 

ANNAPOUS. MARTLAWB a1401-l 991 
(4IO> MI.3S72 (COLUMBIA ARCA) 
(»t) BSS-9S9S (LAUREL ^EA) 

1400>*9Zo913L9. EXT. 3572 
FAX c4io) eci*aABB (son we-aiss 

'e-mflU: inariinjnaddenOsanawimie.mS.ai 

Mr- David Winstead 
Secretary 
Department of Transportation 
P.O. Box 8755 
BWI Airport, MD 21240-9755 

Dear Secretary Winstead: 

Delega* John Morgan and I are writing this letter to you on behalf of the residents of the 
Scotchtown Hills Connnuniiy in Laurel. 

This community is being bombarded by traffic noise from Route 95  On a recent visit to this 

W^Se" oLv Comdteai Mite l^oney have also expresed »n«m abou. the noise 

level in this neighborhood. 

We have inquired about the possibility of sound barrio for this area but, unfortunately, 
Scotchtown Hills dis not meet the "date- criteria for sound bamer elig.b.l.ty. 

MM we would «. torequest^the^••«^»t^'Z^l 

u^^v^r in such cases where an increase in traffic creates an extraordinary 

Hank you for considering my request. We look forward to your reply. 

Sincerely, ^ousv^w- 
Martin G. Madden 

cc: Natalie B. Hardy, Special Assistant for Noise Abatement 

mam^ 
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Mr. David Wiuslcial 
Secretary 
l)c|)ailiiiciil Dn'rauspDrlatiDii 
P.O. Uox 8755 
HWI Airpuri, Ml) 212-10 9755 

Dear Secretary Winslcaii: 

Delegate Julm Morgan ami I are writing this letter to you on bchall'ofilic rcsklculs of the 
Scotclituvvn llilb ('uniuuiiiiiy in laurel. 

Tliis ouinnuinily is being bomhardeU by irallic noise Irom Koule 95. (Jn a recent visit to ibis 
ncighhorlukKl, my coitcaguc ami I were amazed by the intensity ol'tbe sound. The problem has 
always been bignilicaul, but increases in trai'lic How on the highway have increased the noise 
substantially.  It is our understamliug that Senator Arthur Dorman, laurel Mayor r'rauk (Aisula and 
I'rince (ieurge's C'ounly Couucilniau Mike Maloney have also expressed concern about the noise 
level in this neighborhood. 

We have iiu|uired about the possibility ol'sound barriers lor this area but, unl'orlunalcly, 
Scolchlowu Hills does not meet the "date" criteria tor sound barrier eligibility. 

Tltcrciorc, we would like to iei|uest that the Department of'Trausporialion consider creating 
another level ol'sound barrier criteria lor neighborhoods like Scolchlowu I lills.  When a community 
is especially close to an exisliug highway, a cerlain amouul ulnoise Irom thai road is expected. 
I lowever, in such cases where an increase in Irallic creates an cxlraordiuaiy increase in the volume 
of noise, ihere should be some type of evalualiou process leading to abalemenl. 

Thank you for considering my request.  We look forward to your reply. 

Sincerely, 

\yxalL^ £ VoSS^ 

I 
Martin (i. Madden 

cc: Nalalie U. Hardy, Special Assistant lor Noise Abalement 



r7-3Crur30"'98 "09: ISAM SHfi flDMINISTRflT0R-4ia-333 .1586 
^iUbtp. 1/2 irr J./ 

V 
J33 

• 

MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
THE SECRETARY'S OFFICE _„,_„._ 

REQUEST FOR PREPARATION OF CORRESPONDEHCE 

LOP DATE: 07/29/98 /cdj  SERIAL*: 1189S 

DATBs 07/30/98 
TO:    VILLIAUS 

FROM:  Madden, Martin G  07/28/98 

RE: TRAFFIC NOISE FORM ROUTE 35 IN THE COMMUNITY OF    RESPOND BY: 08/06/33 
SCOTCHTOWN HILLS IN LAUREL MD 

[x] si sss a sss?: ssss ON BE^ » 
t   j     SNS^??S,GSS^i•>SECREr^'S RECEIPT,   SHOW 

r 1   SEMI^^E FOR KWERNOR-S SISMOTRS 
[   ]     PLEME HMIDLE- »S iPPROPBlAIE 

• 

I 
, 

FOR USE BY RESPONSIBLE UNIT 

-« «T, «i--rrTOMTm -rn AnMINTSTRATOR'S OFFICE BY:     ^ ^ ^t"  TO BE RETURNED TO ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

RESPONSE PREPARED BY 

FOR USE BY ASSIGNED AREA 

CO 

.0    v^J    3> 

TYPED BY: 
PROOFREAD BY: .i^^r^M 

(Nainp/ Telephone /Date) 
o 

^  ^   > 

3 g s 

RECORD OF INTERIM TELEPHONE RESPONSE 

fYou can buy yourself some additional time in preparing a written reply by i^bntov^ 
)£to^J&&** whafs happening, and indicating when he/she may e^t a fcnwd 
SS^«~SttSiTportion andWilback the yeUow sheet to obtain an extension on your 
reply deadline.) 

Name of Person Called: _ ^___ 
Written follow-up will be prepared Oy:,  

Date: 

D-TSO-002 

r^wgg25 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

July 6, 1998 

The Honorable Martin G. Madden 
Senate of Maryland 
402B James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Madden: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Mr. Charles B. Adams, the State Highway 
Administration's Director of Environmental Design, regarding a sound barrier for the 
Scotchtown Hills community adjacent to 1-95 in Laurel. I appreciate this opportunity to clarify 
how the State's sound barrier policy applies to this community. 

For a community to be considered for a sound barrier, noise levels must exceed 
66 decibels, the majority of the impacted homes must predate the original construction of the 
highway, and we must be able to build an effective barrier at a reasonable cost. Our records 
indicate that the Scotchtown Hills community was developed after the of completion of 1-95 in 
1971. Based upon this information, we cannot consider this area for a sound barrier. 

Thank you again for your letter. I regret that I am unable to offer a positive response. If 
you have any other questions on this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me or Mr. Adams at 
410-545-8640 or 1-888-375-1975. 

'arker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc: The Honorable Walter H. Maloney., Member, Prince George's County Council 
The Honorable John S. Morgan, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway Administration 

410-545-0400 or 1-800-206-0770 
My telephone number is • > 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



a. 
Page Two 
The Honorable Senator Madden 

bbc:    Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State 
Highway Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

SERIAL: #OED-31 
Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - July 1, 1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\MADDEN06.DOC 



MARTIN  G.  MADDEN 

HOWARD-PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTIES 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

CHAIRMAN 
SUBCOMMITTEE 

ON WELFARE REFORM 

CO-CHAIRMAN 
JOINT COMMITTEE ON WELFARE REFORM 

Mr. Charles Adams, Director 
Environmental Design 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, MD 21202 

SENATE OF MARYLAND 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1991 

June 25, 1998 

HOME: 

I 1524 CROWS NEST ROAD 
CLARKSVILLE, MARYLAND 21029 

(301) 596-9788 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE: 

402-B JAMES SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 
ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 21401-1991 

(410) 84I-3S72 (COLUMBIA AREA! 

(301 ) 858-3572 (LAUREL AREA) 
1-800-492-7122 EXT. 3572 

FAX (4IO) 841-34S5 (301 ) 858-3455 
E-mail: martin_madden@senate.state.md.us 

Dear Mr. Adams: 

'.!, Recently, a number of residents from the Scotchtown Hills neighborhood Of Laurel have 
expressed their concern about the steadily increasing level of noise generated by traffic on 
Interstate 95. Highway noise in this area has always been bad and:now it growing noticeably 
worse. i „.„»^_U..-:..:.;-._;.:.;... 

Delegate John Morgan, Councilman Mike Maloney and I would like to request that you 
monitor the noise levels in this neighborhood and consider it for sound barriers. \Ve realize that 
there are guidelines you normally follow when assessing and area for sound barriers. However, 
because the highway noise the residents endure is truly excessive, it is our hope that you will 
consider Scotchtown Hills regardless of the current criteria. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I look forward to hearing from you regarding 
the noise monitoring results. 

Sincerely, 

Martin G. Madden 

cc: Delegate John Morgan 
Councilman Mike Maloney 
Ms. Frederica Cole 
Mrs. Franci Lida 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

April 29, 1998 

3- •?7 
Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L: Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

The Honorable Martin G. Madden 
Senate of Maryland 
402B James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401 

Dear Senator Madden: 

This letter is written as a follow up to a recent telephone conversation between 
Ms. Iris Frey of your office and Mr. Charles B. Adams, our Director of Environmental 
Design, regarding sound barriers for the Guilford Downs and Highbridge communities in 
Howard County. We are reviewing both of these areas to determine if they meet the 
requirements for a sound barrier. Because the level of detail involved in each review can 
vary depending on a number of factors, it may be helpful to run through the process we 
use for these reviews. ; 

I ! 
Each evaluation considers the eligibility criteria contained in the State's sound 

barrier policy to determine if they are met. This is a progressive review, in that we look at 
the criteria in sequence and all must be met for an area to qualify for a barrier. For Type 
IIj or retrofit, barriers (such as for Highbridge and Guilford Downs), we first determine 
whether the community predates the adjacent highway. If this first criterion is met, we 
then take noise measurements in the community to determine if noise levels equal or 
exceed the impact threshold of 66 decibels. The number of measurements required 
depends on the size of the individual community. At least fifty percent of the affected 
homes must predate the highway for us to consider a sound barrier. 

If a community meets the date and noise-level criteria described above', our next 
step is to perform a preliminary barrier analysis to see if a barrier can be built which will 
effectively reduce noise at those homes which experience noise levels above the impact 
threshold. When making this determination, we aim to reduce noise levels by 7 to 10 
decibels at those homes where the highest noise levels occur. If an effective barrier is 
feasible, we next determine the cost of such a barrier and, if it is less than $50,000 per 
protect'ed home, the cost criterion is met. Once all of these technical criteria are met, a 
community can be considered for barrier funding. 

I 

$ My telephone number is 410-545-0400/1-800-206-0770 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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te? 
The Honorable Martin G. Madden 
Page Two 

Funding of barriers where the eligibility criteria are met is considered each year 
when the Consolidated Transportation Plan (CTP) is developed. As you know, this 
process begins each Fall. For those barriers approved for funding, the county is required 
to provide twenty percent of the cost of the barrier. 

I 
Both the number of noise measurements that need to be taken and the amount of 

detailed analysis required to determine whether a barrier will be feasible affect the length 
of time an analysis will take. Generally, a review takes three to four months, the reviews 
for the Guilford Downs and Highbridge communities are underway, and we expect to 
have the results in early June. Once this information is available, I will get back to you 
with the results. 

Thank you again for your interest in this issue. If you need additional information 
regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me or Mr. Adams, who can be 
reached [at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Parker F. Williams , 
• Administrator 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

• 
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The Honorable Martin G. Madden 
Page Three 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State 
Highway Administration : 

Ms, Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration i 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr.1 John M. Lewis, State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration ; 

Drafted by: Ms. Natalie Hardy, OED/LAD/NAT -- 4/23/98 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\MADDEN04.DOC 04/23/98 2:00 PM 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 

fhJL 

• 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

The Secretary's Office David L- Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcarl 
Deputy Secretary 

April 23, 1998 

The Honorable Martin G. Madden 
Maryland House of Delegates j 
402B James Senate Office Building ! 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

The Honorable John S. Morgan 
Maryland House of Delegates 
226 Lowe House Office Building | 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21218 

The Honorable Shane E. Pendergrass 
Maryland House of Delegates j 
209 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

The Honorable Frank S. Turner 
Maryland House of Delegates 
9432 Merryrest Road 
Columbia MD 21045 

Dear Senator Madden and Delegates Morgan, Pendergrass, and Turner: 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) received inquiries from the community of 
Huntington regarding their eligibility for a sound barrier.  We reviewed this community to 
determine if it meets the requirements for a sound barrier. 

( 
In addition to meeting other criteria which are designed to ensure State-funded 

barriers are provided in the most equitable manner possible, a community must predate the 
original highway.  Unfortunately, the community of Huntington does not meet this criterion; 
and consequently, does not qualify for a sound barrier. 

M 

My telephone number is (4lO)-865-1000 

Toll Free Number 1-888-713-1414 TTYForthe Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 •• ^  &<£ jr* •»    ' 
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The Honorable Martin G. Madden 
The Honorable John S. Morgan 
The Honorable Shane E. Pendergrass 
The Honorable Frank S. Turner 
Page Two 

Thank you for your patience while we conducted our investigation.  I have enclosed a 
copy of the Department's Sound Barrier Policy, which outlines the program and it's 
requirements for your information.  If you need any additional information regarding this 
community, please do not hesitate to.contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, the SHA's Director of 
Environmental Design, at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

sSincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Enclosure 
cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

• 
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The Honorable Martin G. Madden 
The Honorable John S. Morgan 
The Honorable Shane E. Pendergrass 
The Honorable Frank S. Turner 
Page Three A 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Robert L. Fisher, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 

Drafted by: OED/LAD/NAT -- March 9, 1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\MADDEN07.DOC 



STATE OF MARYLAND 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

4 

t 

• 

PARRIS N. GLENDENING 
GOVERNOR 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE 
STATE HOUSE 

November 6, 1998 wo STATE CIRCLE 
ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 21401 

14101 974-3301 
ITOLL FREE) 1-800-811-8336 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 
SUITE 311 

The Honorable James E. Malone «« ^"^ cAmoL STREET ^ 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20001 

Maryland House of Delegates <202> «4-'4jo 
1407B Sulphur Spring Road . roo <4>°> 333-303a 

Arbutus MD 21227-2794 

Dear Jim: 

The State Highway Administration has received inquiries from a number of 
communities in Howard County regarding their eligibility for sound barriers. The Hunt 
Club Estates community in your district has been reviewed to determine if it meets the 
requirements for a sound barrier. 

It is my pleasure to inform you the Hunt Club community meets the technical 
eligibility requirements for a sound barrier. We have written to Howard County 
Executive Charles Ecker informing him of Hunt Club Estates' eligibility. Before State 
funding is considered, Howard County will have to agree to fund 20 percent of the barrier 
costs. I have asked State Highway Administrator Parker F. Williams to keep you 
informed of our progress as we work through the funding process. 

Thank you for your patience while we conducted our investigations. If you need 
any additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. 
Charles B. Adams, the State Highway Administration's Director of Environmental 
Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
Secretary David L. Winstead, Maryland Department of Transportation 

® 



Mi 
The Honorable James E. Malone 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Claire DeBakey,]'Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration     f 

Mr. Robert L. Fisher^ District Engineer, State Highway Adminstration 
Ms. Leslie A. FreloW, Assistant Director, Office of Administrative Services, Maryland 

Department of Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Sipecial Assistant to the Director, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation       ' 

Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of Transportation 

Drafted by: Natalie Hardy, October 23,1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\MALONE02.DOC 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

September 9, 1998 

The Honorable James E. Malone, Jr. 
Maryland House of Delegates 
1407B Sulphur Spring Road 
Baltimore MD 21227-2703 

# 

• 

Dear Delegate Malone: 

This letter is a follow up to your inquiry to Mr. Charles B. Adams, our Director of 
Environmental Design, about the potential extension of the sound barrier that will be constructed 
adjacent to northbound 1-95 in Arbutus. It is our understanding that there is interest in an 
extension of this barrier to the south for a distance of between 80 and 150 feet. 

As I know you are aware, the area of townhomes in the Riverchase community that would 
benefit from extension of the barrier is not eligible for protection under our sound barrier program 
because it was built after the construction of 1-95. We are, however, willing to approach our 
contractor about extending this barrier. Funds for all aspects of the work would have to be 
provided by others. It is estimated that the cost of the extension would range between $36,000 
and $66,000 depending upon the actual length of the extension, and the actual cost cannot be 
determined until we know that actual length. At such time as outside funding for an extension is 
secured, we would initiate discussion with our contractor about this additional work. 

Thank you for your interest in this issue. If you have any additional questions, please feel 
free to contact me or Mr. Adams, who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or 1-888-375-1975. 

cc: 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway Administration 
Mr. David J. Malkowski, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is     410.545 0400 or 1-800-206-0770  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

-i. 



The Honorable James E. Malone, Jr. 
Januarys, 1999 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Linda Singer, Special Assistant to the District Engineer, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Phillip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\l 998\MALONE01 .DOC 
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Parris N. Glendening 

Maryland Department of Transportation Governor 

Sfafe Highway Administration ^^ Winstead 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

July 27,1998 

The Honorable James E. Malone, Jr. 
Maryland House of Delegates 
1407B Sulphur Spring Road 
Baltimore MD 21227-2703 

Dear Delegate Malone: 

Thank you for your inquiry regarding a sound barrier for the Halethorpe community 
adjacent to the 1-695, interchange with 1-95. We have reviewed the Benson Avenue and Sulphur 
Spring Road areas of this community to determine if they met the requirements for a sound 
barrier. 

Our analysis looked at the eligibility for a barrier under the Type II, or retrofit, 
component of our sound barrier program, which involves construction of sound barriers for 
communities which were built before the construction of the original highway. To be eligible for 
a Type II barrier, a community must predate the highway, noise levels must equal or exceed the 
impact threshold of 66 decibels, and it must be possible to build an effective barrier that will not 
cost more than $50,000 per benefited home. 

Previous monitoring efforts in this area indicate that noise levels at seven residences met 
or exceeded the 66 decibels (dBA) threshold. Tax records indicate that a majority of impacted 
residences predate both the 1962 opening date of 1-695 and the 1971 opening date of 1-95. There 
are seven homes in this area that experience noise levels that meet or exceed the impact 
threshold. However, the estimated cost to provide an effective barrier for the ten benefitted 
homes would be approximately $1,054,300 or $105,430 per residence, which is well in excess of 
our $50,000 cost per residence cost criterion. Based upon this, the area does not meet all of the 
technical requirements for a barrier and does not qualify under the Type II program. 

My telephone number is 410-545-0400 or 1-800-206-0770 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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The Honorable James E. Malone, Jr. 
July 27,1998 
Page Two 

Thank you for your patience while we conducted our investigation. If you need any 
additional information, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, the State 
Highway Administration's Director of Environmental Design, at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446- 
5962. 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway Administration 

• 
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The Honorable James E. Malone, Jr. 
Page Three 

bbc:     Ms. Valerie Bumette Edgar, Director, Office of Communications, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie A. Frelow, Assistant Director, Office of Administrative Services, Maryland 
Department of Transportation 

Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John M. Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of Transportation 

Serial #NA 

Drafted by: Mr. Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - July 17,1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\MALONE03.DOC 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

FROM: James D. Hade, RLA 
Noise Abatement Team Leader 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker Williams 
Administrator 

DATE: May 29, 1998 

SUBJECT:     Halethorpe (Benson Ave, Old Sulpher Spring Road) 

This memorandum summarizes our findings of the Halethorpe Community for 
qualification in the Type II Noise Abatement Program. 

The tax records indicate that a majority of impacted residents predate the 1962 
system opening date of I 695, and the 1971 opening date of I 95. The average date of 
home construction is 1942. Noise readings taken by the Wilson T. Ballard Company 
indicate that 7 residences are currently impacted at or above 66 decibels. A 
"thumbnail" barrier study was performed utilizing the "4 times ratio" to determine 
barrier lengths. A total of 10 homes may receive a benefit from a proposed barrier. It 
is not known whether a retaining wall will be required to support any part of the noise 
barrier. The estimated cost of two noise barrier segments is $1,054,300. The 
combined cost per residence is $105,430. This community was once denied a barrier 
under a Type I analysis as being in excess of the cost per residence. 

Segment impacted 
residences 

barrier 
length 

cost benefited 
residences 

Cost per residence 

Benson Ave. 1 800 $237,600 3 $79,200 

Old Sulphur 
Spring Rd. 

6 2,750 $816,750 7 $116,961 

CC:   Mr. Kenneth Polcak 

t 
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The Honorable James E. Malone, Jr. 
Page Three 

bbc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State 
Highway State Highway Administration 

Ms. Valerie Bumette Edgar, Director, Office of Communications, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie A. Frelow, Assistant Director,-Office of Administrative Services, Maryland 
Department of Transportation 

Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John M. Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of Transportation 

Serial #NA 

Drafted by: Mr. Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - July 17, 1998 
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STATE OF MARYLAND 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

/ 

PAflfllS N. GLENDENING 
GOVERNOR 

'       ' ANNAPOLIS OFFICE 
STATE HOUSE 

100 STATE CIRCLE 
ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 2!40l 

-t        ,«^o (410)974-3901 / May 7,  1998 
' WASHINGTON OFFICE 

SUITE 311 

The Honorable James E. Malone 444 "^SgofToT^ 
Maryland House of Delegates '202,638-22'5 

1407B Sulphur Spring Road TD0 (410,333-3098 

Baltimore MD 21227-2703 

Dear Jim: 

It is my pleasure to inform you that the Columbia Hills Community meets the 
eligibility requirements for a sound barrier, and I have approved funding for its design and 
construction.  The State Highway Administration (SHA) has begun design of this barrier. 
Funding for the construction of a barrier in the Department of Transportation's Consolidated 
Transportation Program (CTP) becomes available beginning in Fiscal Year 2001, which 
starts on July 1, 2000. 

• 
Although funds in the earlier years of the CTP are allocated to other projects for 

which prior commitments had been made, we are committed to look for opportunities to 
advance funding for construction of this barrier once the design is completed.  I have 
directed State Highway Administrator Parker F. Williams to have his staff keep you 
informed of our progress. 

Thank you for your patience while we conducted our review.  I am glad to have been 
able to provide funding for this project.  If you need any additional information on this 
project, please do not hesitate to contact Transportation Secretary David L. Winstead, at 
410-865-1000 or 1-888-713-1414. 

Sincerely, 

Oa 
Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

cc:      Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of-^. 

Transportation ^ &* 
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The Honorable James E. Malone 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Robert L. Fisher, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Varner, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 

Drafted by: OED/LAD/NAT - April 9, 1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\MALONE04.DOC 
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STATE OF MARYLAND 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

3 ft 

January   29,    1998 

The Honorable Joseph P. Merke 
Chair 
Columbia Council 
Suite 100 
10221 Wincopin Circle 
Columbia MD 21044-3410 

FEB05'.^ 

siasjori .. 

PARRIS N. GLENOENING 
GOVERNOR 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE 
STATE HOUSE 

100 STATE CIRCLE 
ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 21401 

(410)97-1.3901 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 
SUITE 311 

444 NORTH CAPITOL STREET. N.W. 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20001 

(202)638-2215 

TOO (410) 333-3098 

• 

Dear Mr. Merke: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding noise abatement issues along MD 32. 
Your concern for the residents of River Hill is appreciated, and I am sensitive to their need 
for relief from traffic noise along MD 32. 

It is mv understanding that the State Highwav Administration has been discussing this 
issue with representatives from River Hill, Howard County and Howard Research and 
Development, as well as with State elected officials.  I have directed State Highway 
Administration officials to re-energize their efforts with the Route 32 Workgroup and to 
explore options for possible placement and funding of sound barriers.  I urge you to work 
with State Highway Administrator Parker F. Williams and his staff to identify a creative 
solution to this issue.  They will be in contact with you within the next two weeks. 

Thank you again for bringing this matter to my attention, 
assistance, please contact me. 

If I can be of further 

Sincerely, 

cc: 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
Mr. David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of Transportation 

• 
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Mr. Joseph P. Merke 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Robert L. Fisher, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design, 

State Highway Administration 
Mr. John M. Lewis, State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, State 

Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Mr. Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- January 9, 1998 

Serial #7688 
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December 2,1997 

P.3/3 003 
PAGE    02 

^8? 
•S OFFi^ 

Governor Parrls N. Qlandening 
The State House 
Annapolis, Maryland 21404 

Dear Governor Qlendening: 

I am wffllng to you on behalf ot the Columbia Council. The Council calls 
upon you to direct your designate(s) to the Route 32 Work Group to 
restart its deliberations in a constructive manner. We uroe the Work 
Group to address promptly and fully the npiae problems m the Village or 
River Hill caused by Route 32, and specifically to undertake & serious and 
thorough evaluation of technically and economically feasible options to 
prevent or mitigate these noise problems. 

The problems caused by excessive noise from Route 32 are severe and 
will only become worse, especially if Route 32 is expanded into a Imlted 
access highway between Route 108 and Interstate 70 (^ eeerns Uo^- 
Traffic counts on sections of Route 32 that run through River H«H already 
MMdtM State Highway Administration (SHA) estim^ea for 2010. 
Moreover, noise measurements conducted by SHA in the summer and fall 
Of^ ShowWnoise levels on certain lots In River MM exceed thnse 
Scpe^ed in 2010-and several exceed the 65 dBA threshold in the 
Howard County design manual. 

The members of the Columbia Council thank you for your commitment to 
soMng Th^portant problem. We know that It will not be easy o M 
TSSSon amiable to all parties, but such a solution is ^Mn^ 
\n order to protect the quality of life for our residents and to Instill faith m 
*XtiJK*£lmb\*•* Howaid County that the collaborate 
process can work. 

Sincerely, 

ftTzU*- 
'Joseph P. Merke 
Chair 

ab 

CO! Charles B. Adams, Route 32 Work Group 
Charles F. Dammers III, Route 32 Work Group 
David E. Forester, Route 32 Work Group 
River Hill Ad-Hoc Noise Committee 
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
DAVID lANNUCd, DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF 

FAXTBAMSMITTALSUP *"***» 

TO: DaJeHilliard/865-1334 

FROM: Jim Gring 

PACES;        2 (IncludiAg cover page) 

Dale, could please have SHA draft a response fof Governor's signature on this. Thanks. 

JIM __   /j^ .#»   U©-*^ 
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• 
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Maryland Department of Transportation $$? 
The Secretary's Office 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcarl 
Deputy Secretary 

April 23, 1998 

The Honorable Edward Middlebrooks 
Senate of Maryland 
302 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

The Honorable Michael W. Bums 
Maryland House of Delegates 
215 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

The Honorable Mary Ann E. Love 
Maryland House of Delegates 
7961 Crownsway 
GlenBumieMD 21061-6263 

The Honorable James E. Rzepkowski 
Maryland House of Delegates 
215 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Middlebrooks and Delegates Bums, Love and Rzepkowski: 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) received inquiries from the community of 
Munson Heights which is located adjacent to MD 100 regarding their eligibility for a sound 
barrier.  We reviewed this area to determine if the requirements for a sound barrier are met. 
This review has been completed and I am writing to advise you of the outcome. 

In addition to meeting other criteria which are designed to ensure State-funded 
barriers are provided in the most equitable manner possible, a community must predate the 
original highway.   Unfortunately, the community of Munson Heights does not meet this 
criterion; and consequently, does not qualify for a sound barrier. 

• 
My telephone number is (41(»865-1000 

Toll Free Number 1-888-713-1414 TTY For the Deaf- (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
- kii>>V 

?#L<$:-'IVQ^: :''•'•/.X^ 
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The Honorable Edward Middlebrooks 
The Honorable Michael W. Bums 
The Honorable Mary Ann E. Love 
The Honorable James E. Rzepkowski 
Page Two 

Thank you for your patience while we conducted our investigation. I have enclosed a 
copy of the Department's Sound Barrier Policy, which outlines the program and it's 
requirements, for your information.  If you need any additional information regarding this 
community, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, the SHA's Director of 
Environmental Design, at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

^^X&U^/ 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Enclosure 
cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

• 
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The Honorable Edward Middlebrooks 
The Honorable Michael W. Bums 
The Honorable Mary Ann E. Love 
The Honorable James E. Rzepkowski 
Page Three 

bcc:     Mr. Paul D. Armstrong, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 

Drafted by: OED/LAD/NAT -- March 9,1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\MIDDLE.DOC 
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STATE OF MARYLAND 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

May 21, 1998 

The Honorable Barbara A. Mikulski 
United States Senate 
Suite 253 
World Trade Center 
401 East Pratt Street 
Baltimore MD 21202-3099 

k CEP- 
MAY    >:S 19S8 

SECRET/ :Y DEPARTMENT 
OF T; • •.! -POP-A'HON 

PARRIS N. GLENDENING. 
GOVERNOR 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE 
STATE HOUSE 

100 STATE CIRCLE 
ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 21101 

(410) 974-3901 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 
SUITE 311 

444 NORTH CAPITOL STREET. N.W. 
WASHINGTON, DC. 20C01 

(202) 638-2215 

TDD (410) 333-3098 

Dear Barbara: 

Thank you for forwarding the comments of our constituent, Mrs. Pamela R. Storm, 
regarding the noise barrier for her community along US 50 from the Severn River Bridge to 
Rowe Boulevard. We have looked into the situation described by Mrs. Storm and attached is 
copy of my response to her. 

C5 
CO 

Thank you again for bringing Mrs. Storm's situation to my attention. If I canpe eg 
further assistance, please contact me. : 

Sincerely, 

a 
Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

ro 

o 

O 

o 

V? 
a 

v\ 
zr.. 
o 

cc:       Secretary David L. Winstead, Maryland Department of Transportation 

® 
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STATE OF MARYLAND 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR. 

May 21, 1998 

Mrs. Pamela R. Storm 
Garden Farms Community Association 
1 Pafel Road 
Annapolis MD 21401-1115 

PARRIS N. GLENDENING . 
GOVERNOR 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE 
STATE HOUSE 

100 STATE CIRCLE 
ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 21401 

(410)974-3901 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 
SUITE 311 

444 NORTH CAPITOL STREET, N.W. 
WASHINGTON. O.C. 20001 

(202) 638-2215 

TDD (410) 333-3098 

Dear Mrs. Storm: 

Thank you for your letter to Senator Mikulski regarding a sound barrier for your 
community along US 50 between the Severn ftiver Bridge and Rowe Boulevard. Since this 
involves a State project, Senator Mikulski forwarded your letter to me. 

Since taking office in 1995,1 have placed increased emphasis on quality of life issues 
such as sound barriers. I was pleased to read that your community now meets the requirements 
to receive a sound barrier. As your letter indicated, however, the enactment of a sound ordinance 
by Anne Arundel County and the 20 percent commitment to funding by County Executive Gary 
did not occur until after the Department of Transportation had submitted its budget. 

Now that your community has met the eligibility requirements, let me assure you that 
your community's request for a sound barrier will receive full consideration for inclusion in the 
Department's budget for next year. Your continued patience is greatly appreciated. Thank you 
again for bringing this matter to my attention. 

Sincerely, 

/S 
Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

cc:       Secretary David L. Winstead, Maryland Department of Transportation 

® 
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^J HRA-03,HDA-MP(2)  ^^ 
US. Department 
of Transportation February 23. 1998 400 seventh si:, s.w. 

3       ' Washington. D.C. 20590 
Federal Highway 
Administration 

Refer to: HPD-L, 

The Honorable Barbara A. Mikulski 
United States Senator 
60 West Street, Suite 202 
Annapolis, MD 21401-2477 

Dear Senator Mikulski: 

Thank you for your December 15 letter to Assistant Secretary of Transportation for Governmental 
Affairs Steven O. Palmer on behalf of Dr. Robert M. Beauregard of Bethesda, Maryland. You 
enclosed a copy of his letter regarding his efforts to secure a noise barrier along 1-495 (the Capital 
Beltway) near his home. I have been asked to reply on Mr. Palmer's behalf. 

We agree with Dr. Beauregard that highway noise can be a quality of life issue. In fact, concern 
about highway noise prompted Congress to include a provision for noise abatement in the Federal- 
Aid Highway Act of 1970. The provision did not authorize special funding for noise abatement, 
but did establish eligibility for abatement in certain cases. For example, State transportation 
departments are required to consider noise impacts when a project that is being developed with 
Federal-aid highway funds will result in a highway on new location, significantly alter the align- 
ment of an existing highway, or increase the number of through-traffic lanes. If traffic noise 
impacts are expected, the State is required to implement any abatement measures, including noise 
barriers, that are found to be reasonable and feasible. 

In the case of existing highways that are not being reconstructed, we cannot require consideration 
or construction of a noise barrier (known as a "retrofit"). The decision to construct a retrofit noise 
barrier is entirely up to the State transportation department. Federal-aid highway funds may be 
used for a retrofit noise barrier if the adjacent land was developed or under substantial construction 
before approval of the acquisition of the rights-of-way for, or construction of, the existing highway. 
In those cases, the State determines whether to use Federal-aid funds. Often, however, retrofit 
noise barriers are financed entirely with State funds, in accordance with State laws, regulations, and 
criteria. 

Dr. Beauregard expressed concern that during an evaluation of the widening of the Capital Beltway 
in 1989, the noise impact issue was covered by a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) 
prepared in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969. The requirements for 
a traffic noise analysis are the same whether a FONSI or an environmental impact statement is 
prepared. The analysis, as shown in the approved FONSI, indicated that the cost of a noise barrier 
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achieving a 7-10 dBA reduction in noise levels at Dr. Beauregard's location would exceed the 
State's cost-effective limit of 540,000 per residence. Therefore, construction of the barrier was not 
considered to be reasonable. 

On June 16, 1997, Governor Parris N. Glendening announced changes in Maryland's noise 
abatement policy to make it more flexible for abatement of noise adversely affecting homes. In 
some cases, the noise barriers may be eligible for Federal-aid funds. In others, the barriers would 
be funded entirely by the State. I suggest that Dr. Beauregard contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, 
Director of Environmental Design for the Maryland State Highway Administration (MSHA). He is 
in the best position to discuss the new noise policy and how it might affect locations around the 
Capital Beltway. Mr. Adams' address is P.O. Box 717, Baltimore, Maryland 21203. His telephone 
number is 410-545-8640. 

Through our Division Office in the State, I will provide a copy of this correspondence to MSHA 
officials so they will be aware of your inquiry. 

Sincerely yours, 

Thomas J. Ptak 
Associate Administrator 

for Program Development 

cc: 
Washington Office 
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SARBARA A. MIKULSKI 
" MARYLAND 

COMMITTEES: 

APPROPRIATIONS 

R AND HUMAN RESOURCES 

DEC   I 9 !S9 
IN REPLY PLEASE REFER 
TO OFFICE INDICATED: fcf 

• 

lanited States Senate 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-2003 

• WORLD TRADE CENTER. SUITE 253 

401 E. PRATT STREET 

BALTIMORE. MD 21J02-3099 

(410)962-5510 

VOICE/TDD: 14101 962-4512 

fi* 6OWESTSTBEET.SUin202 

ANNAPOLIS. MD 21401-2448 

14101 263-1805 

BALTIMORE: 1410) 259-1650 

• 9658 BALTIMORE AVENUE. SUITC 207 

COLLEGE PARK. MD 20740-1346 

13011345-5517 

C    32 WEST WASHINGTON STREET. SUITE 301 

HAGERSTOWN. MD 21740-4804 

13011797-2826 

D SUITE 1E. BUILDING B 

1201 PEMBERTON DRIVE 

SALISBURY. MO 21801-2403 

14101546-7711 

December 15, 1997 

Mr. Steven O. Palmer 
Assistant Secretary of Governmental Affairs 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, SW 
Room 1022-8 
Washington, D.C. 20590-0002 

Dear Mr. Palmer: 

I would appreciate it if you would review the enclosed 
correspondence and would contact my office as soon as possible 
with the appropriate information to respond to my constituent. 
As you will note from the enclosed, Dr. Beauregard believes that 
sound barriers should be in place on 1-495, since federal funds 
were used in construction. 

Please send your response in duplicate form to the attention 
of my assistant, Denise G. Nooe, at 60 West Street, Suite 202, 
Annapolis, MD 21401-2477. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

fi" 

n»-l-W>*-* 
Barbara A. Mikulski 
United States Senator 

BAM:dgn 

^ 
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ROBERT M. BEAUREGARD, PH.D. 
7609 Carteret Road 

Bethesda, Maryland  20817 

December 8, 1997 

The Honorable Barbara Mikulsky 
United States Senator 
60 West Street, Suite 202 
Annapolis, Maryland  21401-2448 

Dear Senator Mikulsky: 

I am writing to request your help in obtaining some relief from the constant and every rising noise 
imposed on us from 1-495, the Washington Beltway.  Normally, I would not bother you with a 
matter that could be handled at the state and local level.   In this instance, the Maryland State 
Department of Transportation has resisted every effort to put up noise barriers on our side and 
portion of the Beltway and further, has circumvented, I believe, federal rules on noise impact to 
obtain federal funds for the expansion of 1-495.  I am hoping that you will want to investigate this 
matter and the Department's general indifference to the noise impact on taxpayers. 

My wife and I have resided here for 29 years.  Compared to the noise today, the volume of 
vehicles, and the number of lanes, the Beltway in 1968 was like a quiet country lane.  Traffic has 
increased more than 300 percent over what the Regional Planning Commission ever conceived 
when I originally contacted them prior to buying my present dwelling.  A noise level of 86 db. was 
recently recorded from the back door of a neighbor. This is an incessant night and day problem 
that has increasingly impacted on our quality of life as more and more lanes have been added and 
we have had to live with more and more noise. 

The Maryland Department of Transportation has shown only arrogance and indifference to our 
problem.  They have tried to deny the extent of the impact on us; they have quoted rules of their 
own making that no longer apply, if they ever did, to explain why they could not build the barriers. 
I realize the people of the Department like to build roads and more roads, but if I understand the 
situation correctly, the Department in its spplication for federal funds to expand 1-495 handled the 
noise impact issue by submitting a FONSI, meaning a finding of no significant impact.  I find this 
action outrageous and dishonest. The houses in my immediate area are located adjacent to the 
widest point of the Beltway.  The noise is now deafening and very significant.  Unfortunately, the 
federal program simply stamped the application, "FONSI REPORT" and okayed the funds. I would 
hope you will want to have this matter investigated by your office or the Senate Appropriations 
Committee or even by the General Accounting Office. 

I would hope you might even want to recommend a larger examination of the laws, policies, and 
regulations that permit the construction of roadways in and through communities with little regard 
for the taxpayers who happen to get in the way. There are quality of life issues, loss of real estate 
value, added costs to insulate dwellings against noise impact, and a general assault on peace of 
mind.  I have written federal and state legislation, policies, and rules.  I know they can be and are 
changed and rewritten.  There was a time when we needed more leverage to build roads to realize 



UT-, 
ROBERT M. BEAUREGARD, PH.D. 

7609 Carteret Road 
Bethesda, Maryland '20817 

December 1, 1997 

Honorable Douglas M. Duncan 
County Executive 
Executive Office Building 
Rockville, Maryland 20854 

Dear County Executive Duncan: 

I am writing this letter to request your immediate and unqualified support in current budget negotiations 
for noise bamers along the outside of 1-495 from Bradley Boulevard to River Road. 

The noise has grown to an unbearable level. My neighbor measured it at 86 db. from his back door. I 
have lived here for 29 years. Compared to the noise today, the Beltway in 1968 was like a country lane. 
Little support has been or will be forthcoming from die State Department of Transportation. Their track 
record speaks for itself. The people in the Department like to build roads and more roads. They 
demonstrate little interest or regard for the noise impact on taxpayers. As I understand, the Department 
circumvented the federal environmental impact study requirements to qualify for funds bv declaring there 
has been no impact in adding lanes since the early l^SO's. I consider that circumvention irresponsible if 
not outright illegal. The noise has grown to a level where I and my neighbors have spent considerable 
sums to further insulate our houses to make life tenable. Outside it is impossible to relax and enjoy our 
trees and yards. 

As mentioned, I have lived here for 29 years. The volume of traffic on the Beltway has increased more 
than 300 percent over what Uie Planning Commission ever conceived when I originally contacted them 
pnor to buying this dwelling. The addition of a noise barrier on the inside of 1-495 along the Bradley to 
River Road section further increased the sound on our side. The Department of Transportation contends 
this is not die case. Clearly, diey have not come here and listened or recorded die noise levels over die 
years. Actually, I do not think diey would care if diey had. 

The original argumehi was that I knew wlial I getting into when I chose to purchase diis home and live 
here in 1968. That is a lame and irresponsible rebuttal. I am no better at predicdng die unprecedented 
growth we have experienced dian the Planning Commission or odiers. Also, die argument goes that if I 
do not like it, I can move out. This disgusdng and insensidve attitude overlooks another fact. Given die 
present noise factor, no one in dieir right mind would buy a home along this area now. And even if I 
found someone and I do not want to move, die value of my property has been gready reduced by the noise 
imposed to expand 1-495. 

I would expect die developers and realtors of Montgomery County would be more alarmed if die quality of 
life problem the 1-495 has created was spelled out for them in dollars and cents. Further, added lanes at 
diis point have not alleviated traffic problems. They have created more problems for county residents in 
the form of addidonal cars exidng and entering 1-495 from and to county roadways. More and more 
gridlock is being experienced. Certainly Montgomery County is less attracdve to live in and especially to 
drive in dian it was when I moved here in 1968. Our decisions about roadways are compounding our 
problems, not relieving them. 
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Honorable Barbara Mikulsky -2- December 8, 1997 

adequate development of communities and a network of linkages between.  But areas like 
Montgomery County are being overwhelmed by expressways.  Gridlock is increasingly a fact of life 
on roadways leading to and exiting these larger roads. The quality of life is being adversely 
affected in terms of congestion, noise, and simply a serious loss of a residential atmosphere.  It is 
time to change and shift the leverage more in favor of the taxpayers who have had to endure the 
relative indifference of the road builders. 

To conclude, I have enclosed a copy of a letter I wrote to our County Executive.  It further details 
my concerns and problems. I do hope you will be able to help my neighbors and me obtain some 
relief from the noise imposed on us from expansions to 1-495.  At minimum, I hope you will 
investigate the actions of the State Department of Transportation in obtaining federal funds for the 
expansion of 1-495 in the 1990's and even before. 

Thank you for your understanding and assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Robert M. Beauregard, Ph.D. 

Enclosure 
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P. •'• Hi * 

Honorable Douglas M. Duncan -2- December 1, 1997 

I would like your unqualified support for our need for relief from this noise. Frankly, I have not been 
impressed with your response and leadership in this quality of life issue. You have been contacted in the 
recent past by the Burning Tree Estates Noise Barrier Task Force and received a petition containing the 
signatures of almost 200 tax payers in this area. As far as I know, no response has been received. I am a 
member of that Task Force and cannot understand your inaction. Unfortunately, my other experiences in 
trying to contact your office on the Seven Locks fiasco also resulted in no response from one of your staff 
despite your secretary's repeated assurances that he would call me. 

I assure you based on my personal experience with your office thus far and your position on a number of 
other issues, I will not again vote for you. Further, I will actively work against your reelection. This is a 
decision based on a great deal of frustration and dismay. I enthusiastically supported your election to 
your present term and reluctantly have to conclude that you have not lived up to my expectations as a 
responsive and sensitive public servant. 

Sincerely, 

Robert M. Beauregard, Ph.D 

cc: Governor Glendening 
Councilwoman Krahnke 

*£ehator Mikulsky 
Congresswoman Morella 
Senator Sarbanes 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

October 16, 1998 

The Honorable Hagner R. Mister, President 
The Honorable Mark R. Frazer, DDS, Vice President 
The Honorable Patrick M Buehler 
The Honorable Linda L. Kelley 
The Honorable Mary M. Krug 
Calvert County Board of Commissioners 
Courthouse 
175 Main Street 
Prince Frederick MD 20678 

Dear President Mister, Vice President Frazer, and Commissioners Buehler, Kelley and Krug: 

This is a follow up to my July 23 letter regarding potential noise impacts from the 
MD 4/MD 260 interchange project, near Mr. Robert McCready's property. Thank you for your 
patience as we gathered this information. 

An assessment of prior analyses related to this project showed there have been no changes 
to the original plan in the vicinity of Mr. McCready's property. The planned improvements will 
not add capacity to the highways involved, and no substantial noise impacts would occur. The 
addition of the ramp would not contribute to the overall level of noise, compared to the larger 
volumes of traffic on MD 4 and MD 260. Overall, it appears the proposed improvements will not 
have an adverse noise impact upon Mr. McCready's home. 

Although some vegetation will have to be removed for the construction of the ramp, a 
substantial buffer would remain. The terrain in the area requires the ramp be in a cut section and 
connect into eastbound MD 260. The embankment from the cut section and the retaining wall 
will provide some additional shielding from noise. We will look at opportunities to provide 
plantings to compensate for the vegetation that will be removed for the construction. 

• 
My telephone number is    410-545-0400 or 1-800-206-0770  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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4 The Honorable Hagner R. Mister 
The Honorable Mark R. Frazer, DDS 
The Honorable Patrick M. Buehler 
The Honorable Linda L. Kelley 
The Honorable Mary M. Krug 
Page Two 

Thank you again for your patience. If you have any questions or need additional 
information, please do not hesitate to contact me or Mr. Charles B. Adams, our Director of 
Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-&64CLor 1-800-446-5962. 

Parker F. Williams : 
Administrator 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway Administration 

• 
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The Honorable Hagner R. Mister 
The Honorable Mark R. Frazer 
The Honorable Patrick M. Buehler 
The Honorable Linda L. Kelley 
The Honorable Mary M. Krug 
Page Three 

bcc:     Mr. Paul D. Armstrong, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Valerie Bumette Edgar, Director, Office of Communications, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Leslie A. Frelow, Assistant Director, Office of Administrative Services, Maryland 

Department of Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John M. Lewis, State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

Saved: 10/9/98 2:20 pm by: Ken Polcak 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\MISTER01.DOC 
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Mary/and Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

tf3 Pains N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L Winstead 
Secretary 

,, Parker F.Williams! 
? "I   A w*' HH Administrator 

.1^ 

HV'Y.OESIGHOW. 

MKb^.J •7- 27-^ 
July 23, 1998 

ftrtw () jtaMint* 
(*rnrivfaBM j^srsz/^-^p 

fla^- /MA^A^O 

The Honorable Hagner R. Mister 
The Honorable Mark R. Frazer 
The Honorable Patrick M. Buehler 
The Honorable Linda L. Kelley 
The Honorable Mary M. Krug 
Calvert County Board of County Commissioners 
Courthouse 
iXMain Street 
Princ^Erederick MD /20678 

Dear PresidenrMiWr and Commissioners Frazer, Buehler, Kelley and Krug: 

Thank you for yotttrecent letter expressing support for the Interchange at MD 4 and 
MD 260   I understand thisVoject is a high priority for Calvert County. I am pleased my 
staff was able to address the concerns of the businesses in the Lyons Creek Shopping Center 
successfully and ^Lrrive at a reasonable design solution. 

As you mentioned in your letter, we plan to incorporate a center left turn lane in the 
median of MD 260 in front of the Amoco Station and the Lyons Creek Shopping Center m the 
design of the project. My staff will continue to work with the local residents and busmesses 
throughout the development of the project to address issues as they arise. 

We will look into the concerns about possible noise impact raised by Mr. Robert 
McReady. The Noise Abatement Team will be back in contact with you by mid-September. 
If you have further questions, feel free to call our Director of Environmental Design, Mr. 
Charles B. Adams, at 410-545-8640 or 1-800^46-5962. 

My staff will be contacting you early next year to schedule another visit to update you 
on the progress we have made on the project. We appreciate your offer to work closely with 
us in the development of this project to ensure that all needs are being adequately met. 

• ..  . ,   u            n^ic  Ain-SAS-fMOO or 1-800-206-0770 My telephone number is  *lv •'^J v^rvv/ "'  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



The Honorable Hagner R. Mister 
The Honorable Mark R. Frazer 
The Honorable Patrick M. Buehler 
The Honorable Linda L. Keiley 
The Honorable Mary M. Krug 
July 23, 1998 
Page Two 

•iif 

Thank you again for expressing your support for the MD 4 Interchange at MD 260 
project. If you have any questions, please feel free to call me or Mr. Robert D. Douglass, 
Deputy Chief Engineer for Highway Development, at 410-545-8888OT 1-888-204-7656. 

?arker F. Williams 
Administrator 

• 

• 
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The Honorable Hagner R. Mister 
The Honorable Mark R. Frazer 
The Honorable Patrick M. Buehler 
The Honorable Linda L. Kelley 
The Honorable Mary M. Krug 
Calvert County Board of County Commissioners 
Courthouse 
175 Main Street 
Prince Frederick MD 20678 

Dear President Mister and Commissioners Frazer, Buehler, Kelley and Krug: 

Thank you for your recent letter expressing support for the Interchange at MD 4 and 
MD 260   I understand this project is a high priority for Calvert County. I am pleased my 
staff was able to address the concerns of the businesses in the Lyons Creek Shoppmg Center 
successfully and arrive at a reasonable design solution. 

As you mentioned in your letter, we plan to incorporate a center left turn lane in the 
median of MD 260 in front of the Amoco Station and the Lyons Creek Shoppmg Center m the 
design of the project. My staff will continue to work with the local residents and businesses 
throughout the development of the project to address issues as they arise. 

We will look into the concerns about possible noise impact raised by Mr. Robert 
McReady   The Noise Abatement Team will be back in contact with you by nud-September. 
If you have further questions, feel free to call our Director of Environmental Design, Mr. 
Charles B. Adams, at 410-545-8640 or 1-800^46-5962. 

My staff wffl be contacting you early next year to schedule another visit to update you 
on the progress we have made on the project. We appreciate your offer to work closely with 
us in the development of this project to ensure that all needs are bemg adequately met. 

• 
..     ,   u           i, • •.  410-545-0400orl-800^06^770 My telephone number is   Hlv ^J^-, "^ •  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD ^JOa-OTIT 
Street Addressi 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



The Honorable Hagner R. Mister 
The Honorable Mark R. Frazer 
The Honorable Patrick M. Buehler 
The Honorable Linda L. Kelley 
The Honorable Mary M. Krug 
July 23, 1998 
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Thank you again for expressing your support for the MD 4 Interchange at MD 260 
project. If you have any questions, please feel free to call me or Mr. Robert D. Douglass, 
Deputy Chief Engineer for Highway Development, at 410-545-8888or 1-888-204-7656. 

toker F. Williams 
Administrator 



The Honorable Hagner R. Mister 
The Honorable Mark R. Frazer 
The Honorable Patrick M. Buehler 

A     The Honorable Linda L. Kelley 
The Honorable Mary M. Krag 
July 23, 1998 
Page Three 

bcc:    Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, Office of Environmental Design, SHA 
Mr. Paul D. Armstrong, District Engineer, SHA 
Mr. Robert D. Douglass, Deputy Chief Engineer, Highway Development, SHA 
Mr. Kirk G. McClelland, Chief, Highway Design, SHA _ 
Mr. Neil J. Pedersen, Director, Office of Planning and Preliminary Engineering, SHA 

Dictated by Martin H. Cohn, 06022, July 15, 1998, (410) 545-8901 

W 

^^(KN\i8ur\^^<'\\^\^A,it^1^ xS>Oc. 
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TATE OF MARYLAND 
FFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

• 

• 

PAflfllS N. GLENDENING 
GOVERNOR 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE 
.-r.       ,'/N«n STATE HOUSE Aprllo,   1998 too STATE CIRCLE 

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401 
(410)974-3901 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

The Honorable Constance A. Morella 444 NOnTH ^^ STn
s^T

T"w. 
United States House of Representatives VVASHINGTO(262°6382^s 
Suite 507 
ei   x* C*        * TOO (410) 333-3098 51 Monroe Street 
RockviUeMD 20850 

Dear Connie: 

A number of communities in Montgomery County have contacted us regarding their 
eligibility for sound barriers.  As a result of recent changes to the State's Sound Barrier 
Policy, these communities were reevaluated to determine if they meet the revised 
requirements. 

It is my pleasure to inform you the Bamet Road, Bradley Manor, Burning Tree 
Estates, Forest Glen, Longwood, Park View Estates, Wildwood Hills and Wild wood Manor 
communities now satisfy the eligibility requirements for sound barriers.   Funding for the 
construction of these barriers in the Department of Transportation's Consolidated 
Transportation Program (CTP) becomes available beginning in Fiscal Year 2001, which 
starts on July 1, 2000.  Although funds in the earlier years of the Capital Program are 
allocated to other projects for which prior commitments have been made, the State Highway 
Administration (SHA) will begin design of these barriers soon, and we are committed to look 
for opportunities to advance funding for their construction once the design is completed.  I 
have'directed State Highway Administrator Parker F. Williams to have his staff keep you 
informed of their progress. 

Thank you for your patience while we investigated the eligibility of these communities 
under the State's Sound Barrier Policy.  If you need any additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Secretary of Transportation David L. Winstead, at 
410-865-1000. 

Sincerely, 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

cc:      Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
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The Honorable Constance A. Morella 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Varner, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Ms. Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant to the District Engineer, State 

Highway Administration 
Mr. Charlie K. Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: OED/LAD/NAT -- March 9, 1998 
N: \OED\NOISE\CORRESP\ 1998\MORLLA02. DOC 
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Parris N. Glendening 

Maryland Department of Transportation Qovemor 
The Secretary's Office David L. Wlnstoad 

Secretary 

John D. Porcarl 
Deputy Secretary 

March 26, 1998 

The Honorable Constance A. Morella 
United States House of Representatives 
Suite 507    ' 
51 Monroe Street 
RockvilleMD 20850 w 

Dear ConsresW^^M^«" 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) has received inquiries from a number of 
communities in Montgomery County regarding their eligibility for sound barriers.  As a 
result of recent policy changes, we reviewed these communities to determine if they meet the 
revised requirements. 

The communities of Al Marah/Carderock, Carderock Springs, Cloisters Home 
Owners Association, Heritage Walk, Pooks Hill and Timberlawn/Tuckerman Walk were also 
a part of this reevaluation. In addition to meeting other criteria which are designed to ensure 
State-funded barriers are provided in the most equitable manner possible, a community must 
predate the original highway. Unfortunately, these communities do not meet this criterion. 

Thank you for your patience while we conducted our investigation. If you need any 
additional information regarding any of these communities, please do not hesitate to contact 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, the SHA's Director of Environmental Design, at 410-545-8640 or 
1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

D^flTfw&istead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number Is 410-865-1000 
TTY Forthe Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755. Baltlmore/Washlnaton International Airport. Maryland 21240-0755 A 



The Honorable Constance A. Morella 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Varner, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Ms. Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant to the District Engineer, State 

Highway Administration 
Mr. Charlie K. Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

£•*"/ 

Drafted by: OED/LAD/NAT -- March 9, 1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\MORLLA01.DOC 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

February 9, 1998 

The Honorable Constance A. Morella 
United States House of Representatives 
51 Monroe Street 
Suite 507 
Rockville MD  20850 

§ 

Dear Congress woman Morella: 

Thank you for your r^'^nf letter nn beha'f of Ms ^om O'Neill regardr^ a sound 
barrier for the Timberlawn South/Tuckerman Walk community along the east leg of 1-270 in 
Montgomery County.  I appreciate the opportunity to update you on the status of their 
request for a sound barrier. 

A review of a number of communities throughout the State was recently completed. 
The review allowed us to determine if these communities meet the requirements for a sound 
barrier based upon our new sound barrier policy.  One of the basic requirements of our 
policy is that the majority of the affected homes predate the original highway.  Our records 
show the homes in the Timberlawn South/Tuckerman Walk community were built after 1-270 
and, as a result,   the area does not qualify for a State-funded sound barrier.   While this 
community does not meet the qualifications for a State-funded barrier, we have indicated to 
the community that there is an opportunity for tax increment financing of a barrier through 
Montgomery County.   There is existing precedent for this, and the County has indicated a 
willingness to assist other communities with this approach. 

• My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
.1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore. Marvlnnrf 2190? 



• 
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The Honorable Constance A. Morella 
Page Two 

• 

Thank you again for your letter.  I trust my response helps clarify this issue.   If you 
have any questions or would like any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact 
me or Mr. Charles B. Adams, our Director of Environmental Design, who can be reached at 
410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

'arker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, SHA 

• 
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The Honorable Constance A. Morella 
Page Three 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, SHA 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, SHA 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, MDOT 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 
Ms. Sherry Varner, Correspondence Team, MDOT 
Ms. Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant to the District 3 Engineer, SHA 
Mr. Charlie K. Watkins, District Engineer, SHA 

N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\MORLLA03.DOC 
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CONSTANCE A. MORELLA 
8TH DISTRICT. MARYUND 

• 

"COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON BASIC RESEARCH 

CHAIR, 

SUBCOMMmiCON TECHNOtOGT 

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT 
REFOflM AND OVERSIGHT 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON CML SsnvrCf 

Vice CMAIB. 

SUBCOMMrTTEE ON TWE OSTOiCT OF COLUMBIA 

BmifiE of SEprcsralaliUEfi 

December 31, 1997 

Mr. Parker Williams 
Administrator 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert St 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 • 

,l! 

Si' 

j     P.2/6 
i£S' 

2228 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

1202)*225-5341 
FAX: (202) 225-1389 

.  EMAIL: rep.morellfl® mail.house.gov 
-i 

51 MONROE STREET 

SI)IVE507 

.   RoCKVlLlb, MD 20850 
(301)5424-3501 

FAX: (SOI) 424-5992 

Dear Mr. W^liams: 

• 

• 

Constituents are often in touch with me about matters that are not within^my 
jurisdiction as a federal legislator; however, I do like to respond and offer all the 
assistance that I can. ' j 

In this connection, the attached was received from one of my constituent^ Ms. 
Pom O'Neill, which describes the particular situation in detail. I would }\ 
appreciate your reviewing this letter anci letting me know your findings. You 
may direct your response to my District'Office in Rockville. :! 

"niank you for your cooperation and consideration in this matter. If you have 
any questions/please contact my District Office. I look forward to hearirig from 

•you: ••. .. ).,''\' 

Sincerely, 

lorell 
fember of Congress 

CAM:cc v 
Enclosure = i I !# ZI Wf 05 

'   "KMVvVv-.J.r/l'Vi.'v-r. 
;rt 

THIS STATlONtfty PBINTEO ON CAPER MADE Of BICYCLED HBER5 
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Timberlawn South/Tuckennaii Walt Homeowner's Association 1& 
December 11, 1997 

• I'.^N <& 

The Honorable Constance Morella i    "V^" ^gu^ 
223 Cannon House Office Building f nECi^^f 
Washington, DC 20515 w     vl^^/ 

.,•.'• ' .'i 

Dear Congresswoman Morella: 
I • I • 

This letter is a follow up to the December 10,1997 article that appeared in the Jg&esda 
rfaTflftg regarding sound barriers in the Bethesfk, Potomac, Rockville area. For documentation 
purposes, I have also included the letter sent to Mr. Parker Williams at the State Highway 
Admimstxation (which was a follow up to the May 28,1997 Bertiesda Gazette article regarding 
sound barriers.- this letter was sent witirthe signatures of numerous residents), and the response 
we nca?ediftm,Mr.'<WiUiuiis' office in July. In October, Mr. Charles Adams sent another 
follow up letter indicating that the noise abatement studies had still not been completed, What 
is going on? ?; fs 

Our community has listened to the beK&ay and 1-270 grow for too long now. We have 
watched the east side of 1-270 go from two lanes to six lanes, and the noise is, frankly, 
unbearable. The quality of life is diminished as we cannot enjoy our backyards, decks and the 
inside of onr homes due to noise. And, as east 1-270 is expanded, the quality of life will 
continue to diminish. Coupled with this issue is the concern that our home values have dropped 
dramatically -' especially if a home backs to the east side of 1-270 (the last two townhouses sold 
for $185,000 and $180,000 in a community tthat generally has seen prices in the low to mid 
$200s). •'!.. 

•'••'••. '•'\: t 
Rather than reiterate information that has already been documented, we request that you 

read this correspondence carefully and that you act upon our requests to be heard and 
included in any meetings related to sound barriers, to be considered for barriers and to 
help us try to maintain some semblance of quality to our lives and commimity. We are 
veiy concerned that our community has not blen included in any of the meetings conducted by 
the SHAr especially, since, we specifically, requested to- be included. In addition, we are 
concerned that no one may be listening to us! We are a diverse neighborhood, with a good 
school system, a very convenient location amtt wdl kept homes - homes that we can! not enjoy 
because of noise. We pay very high county tod state taxes and, we are concerned that we are 
not be saved. ; '"j 

"" I 
Thank you for your prompt response and help. J 

'hi • 
Cordially, 

Pom O'Neill .'•'.'• 1:'•   • -.^ 
Timberlawn South/Tuckerman Walk Homeowner's Association rj 
Chairman, Noise Abatement Committee    Jt; /, -<,   9   ' . 
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j . 
t, 

MaryiandDepartmentofTransportation 
State Highway Administration 

i-i-n 
P. 6/6 

to1? 
vbanis N. Glendening 
[Governor 

-pavid L. Winstead 
^Secretary 

IJParker R Williams 
Administrator 

h 
*'•: 

JulyS, 1997 

si 

'Si- 

• 

Mr. Surinder K. Juneja 
President For the Residents of Timberiawn South and 
Tuckemaan Walk Homeowner's Association'1 'l 

10734 Pine Haven Terrace ' ll: , 
N. Bethesda MD 20852 -•' 

Dear Ms. Juneja: !J' 
If! 

i 
Thank you for your recent letter regarding noise abatement issues along the 1-270 

East-spur in Montgomery County. In particular, you axe concerned about highway noise 
emanating from 1-270 adjacent to the Timberiawn community. tit ' 

A new noise abatement policy was adopted in December of 1996 and we aice now 
reviewing a number of areas to determine if they are eligible for noise barriers under this 
new policy. The East Spur of 1-270 is one of these areas. We anticipate that the studies will 
be completed by the end of the summer and will get back to you with the results, j! 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have any other related questions, comments 
or concerns, please do not hesitate to call Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental 
Design at (410) 545-8640.       . •       ?"' 

Sincerely, 

Xs* ^ArrHJ^f 
F. Williams 

ft A!dministrator 

t.'•• 
cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, Office of Environmental Design 

• My telephone number is p-l ^—  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2|58 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 - Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North CalVert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

)!!',' • it 
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June 2, 1997 

Timberlawn South/Tuckerman Walk Homeowner's Association    x 

- ••}''' • *! 

f^ Mr. Parker Williams I 
SHA, Administrator |f 1 
707 North Calyert Street 1 I 
Baltimore Maryland 21201 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

.!> 

> thA May ?«; 1007 ettititm of the Beriiesda Ga2ette. an article appeared indicating that 
sound banieis have been approved for the area surrounding St. Mark's Church (on th§ east spar 
and up to Old Georgetown Road). However, the Church has also indicated that they dp not want 
or need sound bamers; and a SHA spokeswoman indicated that the money would be spent 
"somewhere else.' WE THE RESIDENTS OF TTMBPRT.AWN SOUTHmiCKiEBMAtt 
WAT*   NKRDTHIXSnTTfmRAttMERSlll ij 

As you may be aware, since 1991, Our residents, along with other neighboring and 
concerned taxpayers, have lobbied long and Iftrd for sound barriers behind the honies on the 
east spur of Intersate 270. In April, 1993, the county tested the decibel level behind the homes 
on Pine Haven Terrace and the stretch of tfoe east spur of Interstate 270 up to St- Mark's 
Presbyterian Church. At that time, the decibel level was well over the accepted l^vel of 66 
decibels (in some places, measured at 70-71). From a practical standpoint, the sound barriers 
are a necessity for a reasonable quality of life. Not only was the noise higjier than tte accepted 
decibel level four years ago; the noise has increased as the traffic on the east spur hastincreased. 
And it will continue to increase as the roads are expanded to increase vehicle capa&ty. 

While Church members feel that the|amecs are not a necessity for their fbriodic or 
meeting purposes and oppose bamers for aesthetic reasons only, wft. the famying-residttltS Who 
itvft in-tiiig epmnnniTty afrhoM* a day- sefosi davs a week; and who tear The traffa on a 
mrtimifil ^'*«**»* **«*** c*tu>•<* And wear^in a betterffiggon tomdpe thenra* 
frr-imrf h.rri^ in thi. commonitv. Therefore, we believe tiiat any fiUnre corre^onctotce 
most include our Comniiinity and its read^ais. As a large group of c^umtieslFoviJng 
over $2 million in tax revenues, with homes that have ranged from $250,000 to over^500,0U0, 
we have all watched the value of our individual homes and of the community deterior^e as noise 
has increased. % 

Especially as the barriers are planned for the east spur near the Church, it leeaM only 
appropriate that the barriers also be placed bdiind die communities on the east spur fybich back 
tolnterstate 270. The State Highway Admiiristration has stated that there is an environmental 
concern necessitating the erection of the blniers.   Ws COnCTT-Wlth SBA 8 assessment 
Tftptdiiig the constrncdon of sound barrierSx 

M' -I 
•k •••.••••    ft 
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Mr. Parker Williams 
Administrator 
SHA 
June 2, 1997 
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The members of this community, strongly urge you to place sound baniers behind the 
communities backing to the east spur of Interstate 270. Our community invites you to meet with 
us at any of our Board meetings. We are also happy to accommodate your schedule.in setting 
an appropriate time to meet regarding this important matter in a forum conducive to open 
discussion. uj I 

On behalf of the community, I look forward to hearing from you in the near future and 
to the opportunity to schedule a personal or community meeting with you. In the meantime, we 
invite you to "walk" the community and to "hear for yourselF our concerns. If you fequire, or 
desire, additional information or documentetum to facilitate scheduling, please do i$t hesitate 
to let me know. I can be reached at my office (703) 610-2921 or my home (301) 468-6811. 

•i 

Thank you for your attention to tins matter. 

Cordially, t 

11 

ai 
Surinder K. Juneja 
President (for the Board of Directors) 
Timberlawn South and Tuckerman Walk Homeowner's Association 

•ii 

It 

L\ 

Hi 
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• 

cc:      Paris F. Glendenning 
Constance Morella 

jf^: 

v 

V 

"fi 
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February 3, 1998 

The Honorable Constance A. Morella 
United States House of Representatives 
51 Monroe Street 
Suite 507 
RockvilleMD 20850 

Dear Congresswoman Morella: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding Ms. Pom O'Neill's inquiry concerning a 
sound barrier for the Timberlawn South/Tuckerman Walk Homeowner's Association along I- 
270 in Montgomery County. I appreciate the opportunity to update you on the subject of noise 
abatement for this community. 

Please find enclosed a copy of our response to Ms. O'Neill's December 11 
correspondence. I understand your concerns on behalf of your constituents and we will 
continue to be in contact with Ms. O'Neill and will provide her with results of our reanalysis 
once a determination has been made. 

Thank you again for your letter and your interest in this issue. If you need additional 
information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me or Mr. Charles B. 
Adams, our Director of Environmental Design, who can be reached at (410) 545-8640 or, toll 
free, at 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

f 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Enclosure 
cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 
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The Honorable Constance A. Morella 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

Serial: #98JAN8 
OEDNAT: #NA - Re: #1374 
Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- February 2, 1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\DRAFTS\MORE1231.PFW     02/02/98 4:45 PM 
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STAfl ^MARYLAND 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

I 

y    * PARRIS N. GLENOENING 
GOVERNOR 

ANNAPOLIS OFFfCS 

The Honorable William C. Mulford, n 100 STATE CIRCLE 
County Council of Anne Aiundel County (410)874.3901 
BOX 2700 WASHINGTON OFFICE 
XJ\JA*.,VV SUITES! I 
AimaoolisMD 21404 m NORTH CAPITOL STBEET. N.W. 

^ WASHINGTON, O.C. 20001 
(202) 638-2215 

Dear Bill: TOD MIO) 333'3098 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding a sound banier for your community along 
US 50 between the Severn River Bridge and Rowe Boulevard. I have received a number of 
letters on this issue from your constituents, and I appreciate your bringing this matter to my 
attention. 

Since I took office in 1995, my Administration has placed an increased emphasis on 
quality of life solutions, such as sound barriers. In the past three years, we have developed a new 
Sound Barrier Policy that has made communities such as yours eligible to receive these much 
needed projects. To handle the increased number of eligible communities, we have also nearly 
tripled the budget for sound barriers. In 1995, only $22 million was earmarked for sound 
barriers, but since then, I have increased that figure to $60 million. Regrettably, the number of 
eligible communities still surpasses our ability to fund them as quickly as we would like. 

Earlier this year, Anne Arundel County enacted a sound ordinance, and County Executive 
Gary made a commitment to fund 20 percent of the cost of sound barriers. You will be pleased 
to leam that your community now meets all the requirements to receive a sound barrier. 
Unfortunately, these actions taken by the County occurred after the Department of Transportation 
had submitted its budget for the coming year to the General Assembly. 

Now that your community has met the eligibility requirements, let me assure you that 
your community's request for construction of a sound barrier will receive full consideration for 
inclusion in the Department's budget for next year. Your continued patience is greatly 
appreciated. Thank you again for bringing this matter to my attention. 

Sincerely, 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

cc:       The Honorable John C. Astle, Member, Senate of Maryland 
The Honorable Phillip C. Bissett, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
The Honorable Virginia C. Claggett, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of Transportation 
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The Honorable William C. Mulford, II 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, MDOT, Serial #9158 
Mr. Parker Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

Serial #9158 

N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\l 998\MULFRD01 .DOC 



STATE OF MARYLAND 
OFFICgpFZHE. GOVERNOR Wqy^ 

• 
November 6, 1998 

The Honorable Donald E. Murphy 
Maryland House of Delegates 
36 Holmehurst Avenue 
Baltimore MD 21228-4630 

PARRIS N. GLENDENING 
GOVERNOR 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE 
STATE HOUSE 

100 STATE CIRCLE 
ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 21401 

1410) 974-3901 
ITOLL FREEI 1-800-811-8336 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 
SUITE 311 

444 NORTH CAPITOL STREET, N.W. 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20001 

12021 624-1430 

TOO 14101 333-3098 

• 

Dear Don: 

The State Highway Administration has received inquiries from a number of 
communities in Howard County regarding their eligibility for sound barriers. The Hunt 
Club Estates community in your district has been reviewed to determine if it meets the 
requirements for a sound barrier. 

It is my pleasure to inform you the Hunt Club community meets the technical 
eligibility requirements for a sound barrier. We have written to Howard County 
Executive Charles Ecker informing him of Hunt Club Estates' eligibility. Before State 
funding is considered, Howard County will have to agree to fund 20 percent of the barrier 
costs. I have asked State Highway Administrator Parker F. Williams to keep you 
informed of our progress as we work through the funding process. 

Thank you for your patience while we conducted our investigations. If you need 
any additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. 
Charles B. Adams, the State Highway Administration's Director of Environmental 
Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

• 

Sincerely, 

Oa- 
Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

cc: Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
Secretary David L. Winstead, Maryland Department of Transportation 

® 



Q irs 
The Honorable Donald E. Murphy 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Robert L. Fisher, District Engineer, State Highway Adminstration 
Ms. Leslie A. Frelow, Assistant Director, Office of Administrative Services, Maryland 

Department of Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of Transportation 

Drafted by: Natalie Hardy, October 23,1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\ 1998\MURPHY01 .DOC 



LTE OF MARYLAND 
;E OF THE GOVERNOR 

PARR/S N. GLENOENING 
GOVERNOR 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE 
STATE HOUSE 

100 STATE CIRCLE 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401 

(410) 974-3901 

May  7,   199o WASHINGTON OFFICE 
SUITE 311 

m.     TT 1.1     TN u  i-    •»# L. 444 NORTH CAPITOL STREET. N.W. Ine Honorable Donalu b. Murpny WASHINGTON, D.C. 20001 
Maryland House of Delegates 
OA1   T •    H  Ct        *    1    J  T-1 TOO (410) 333-3098 801 Light Street, 2nd Floor 
Baltimore MD 21230-3912 

Dear Don: 

It is my pleasure to inform you that the Columbia Hills Community meets the 
eligibility requirements for a sound barrier, and I have approved funding for its design and 
construction.  The State Highway Administration (SHA) has begun design of this barrier. 
Funding for the construction of a barrier in the Department of Transportation's Consolidated 
Transportation Program (CTP) becomes available beginning in Fiscal Year 2001, which 
starts on July 1, 2000. 

Although funds in the earlier years of the CTP are allocated to other projects for 
which prior commitments had been made, we are committed to look for opportunities to 
advance funding for construction of this barrier once the design is completed.  I have 
directed State Highway Administrator Parker F. Williams to have his staff keep you 
informed of our progress. 

Thank you for your patience while we conducted our review.  I am glad to have been 
able to provide funding for this project.  If you need any additional information on this 
project, please do not hesitate to contact Transportation Secretary David L. Winstead, at 
410-865-1000 or 1-888-713-1414. 

Sincerely, 

ifd 
Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

cc:   \ Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 

A. 



The Honorable Donald E. Murphy 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Robert L. Fisher, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Varner, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 

Drafted by: OED/LAD/NAT -- April 9, 1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\MURPHY02.DOC 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Panris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

December 15, 1998 

The Honorable Christopher J. McCabe 
Senate of Maryland 
12400 Clarksville Pike 
Clarksville MD 21029-1225 

Dear Senator McCabe: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Mr. Charles B. Adams, our Director of Environmental 
Design, regarding the concerns of Mr. James P. Hart over highway noise along 1-70 near 
Millbrook Road in Howard County. I appreciate your continuing interest in this issue. 

Mr. Adams will be arranging for follow-up noise measurements. These will be taken at 
Mr. Hart's home on Millbrook Road during the next several weeks, weather permitting. 

Thank you again for your continuing interest in this issue. If you need additional 
information, please do not hesitate to contact me or Mr. Adams, who may be reached at 
410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

'arker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc: Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway Administration 

t My telephone number is 
410-545-0400 or 1-800-206-0770 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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The Honorable Christopher J. McCabe 
Page Two 

bcc:     Mr. Robert Fisher, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Leslie A. Frelow, Assistant Director, Office of Administrative Services, Maryland 

Department of Transportation 
Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Ted Severe, Correspondence Assistant, State Highway Administration 

Serial #: 
OED Serial #: OED-78 
Noise Customer #: 1534 
Responding to letter dated: Citizen letter forwarded from Sen. McCabe 
Saved: 12/10/98 10:02 AM by: Ted Severe 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\MCCABE01.DOC 
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State Highway Administration 
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3fc<3   O^O-X 
CHRISTOPHER J. MCCABE 

DISTRICT 14 

HOWARD/MONTGOMERY COUNTIES 

ECONOMIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON 

ADMINISTRATIVE EXECUTIVE 

AND LEGISLATIVE REVIEW 

DISTRICT OFFICE 

1 2400 CLARKSVILLE PIKE 

CLARKSVILLE, MD 21029-1225 

OOI) 854-6020 (MONTGOMERY CO.) 

(410) 988-9818 (HOWARD CO.) 

ANNAPOLIS 

ROOM 404 SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 

(410)841-3671 (BALTIMORE) 

(301) 858-3671 (WASHINGTON) 

1-800-492-7122 
SENATE OF MARYLAND 

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1991 

December 1,1998 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director 
Office of Environmental Design 
State Highway Administration 
P.O. Box717 
Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 

Dear Mr. Adams: LJ^?//€y 

I recently received the enclosed letter from Mr. James Hart who lives on 
Millbrook Road in Ellicott City. As you are probably aware, this is the 
area abutting I-70 where the State installed noise barriers this past year 
to reduce traffic noise in the adjoining community. 

Mr. Hart's letter is quite explicit as to his request and I am interested in 
knowing what, if any, action can be taken to alleviate this additional noise 
problem. 

Thank you for your help with several situations in Howard County. I 
appreciate your attention to this request and look forward to hearing from 
you soon. 

Sincerely, 

Christopher J. McCabe 
State Senate 

CJM:ph 

Enclosure 

cc: Mr. James P. Hart 
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m 9337 Millbrook Road 
Ellicott City, MD 210^2 
November 19, 1998 

Senator Christopher McCabe 
Maryland Dist. 1^ 
12^00 Clarksville Pike 
Clarksville, Md. 

Dear Sen. McCabej 

I appreciate your following up with the home owners as to the effective- 
_ness_of the sound barrier erect/j&jDehind the houses on Millbrook Road in 
Howard "Countv to reduce the noi'se . frt»m-I-70 traffic. 

You 
in fr< 

will recall you spoke to me- briefl-y^-g's// week as I was raking leaves 
front of my home at 933? Milltirook RoftdJ,/  It seems that the noise 

levels at the lower end the street have /be'en reduced somewhat, but I 
believe there has been no noticeable'' decrease at my location and my im- 
mediate neighbors as well (on both sid&s^.j   This is due to the fact 
that the highway noise (with.t^'e sound /^barrier now in place) is funnelled 

I mentioned to you that an "eat-Wi^gijfe-rrh/might be effective but, of 
course, additional panels of the type^he contractor installed would be 
preferable.  This would also reduce the noise for all of the houses on 
Millbrook Road at the upper end. 

A measurement now of the noise levels during peak traffic periods 
would meet the criteria of the State Highway Administration that the 
goals for noise abatement have not been met. 

I have lived in my home for ^0 years and have waited more than 20 years 
,-f.or some .relief... Iwould you .please .handle with_the Environment Design 
'•Director of the S'HA, Mr.'Charles B. Adams and let me and the other home 
owners know what can be done? 

Thank you! 

CC: 

Sincerely, 

J«mes P. Hart 

Mr. Charles Adams )For   r information 
Mr. Chris.Merdon 
Mr. Robert H. Kittleman 
Mr. Robert L. Flanagan 
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9337 Millbrook Road 
Ellicott City, MD 210^-2 - •, 
November 19, 1998 

Senator Christopher McCabe 
Maryland Dist. 1^ 
l?k00  Clarksville Pike 
Clarksville, Md. 

Dear Sen. McCabej 

I appreciate your following up with the home owners as to the effective- 
ness of the sound barrier erected behind the houses on Millbrook Road in 
Howard Countv to reduce the noise from 1-70 traffic. 

You will recall you spoke to me briefly last week as"I was raking leaves 
in front of my home at 9337 Millbrook Road.  It seems that the noise 
levels at the lower end the street have been reduced somewhat, but I 
believe there has been no noticeable decrease at my location and my im- 
mediate neighbors as well (on both sides).  This is due to the fact 
that the highway ^oise (with the sound barrier now in place) is funnelled 
through the open area between the barrier and the St. John's Lane bridge. 
This could have been appreciably decreased by continuing the barrier 
farther so that the gap would be closed (or nearly so). A i^O'/fo' &<r&^s; =»*> 

I  mentioned, to you that an earthen berm might be effective but, of 
course, additional panels of the type the contractor installed would be 
preferable.  This would also reduce the noise for all of the houses on 
Millbrook Road at the upper end. 

A Tieasurement now of the noise levels during peak traffic periods 
would meet the criteria of the State Highway Administration that the 
goals for noise abatement have not been met. 

I have lived in my home for ^0 years and have waited more than 20 years 
for some relief.  Would you please handle with the Environment Design 
Director of the S'HA, Mr. Charles B. Adams and let me and the other home 
owners know w)fa~f*rcan~be~~done? — ^      — - —  

Thank vouJ 
Sincerely, 

J«mes P. Hart 

cc,  Mr. Charles Adams )p       information 
Mr. Chris Merdon  '   J 

Mr. Robert H. Kittleman 
Mr. Robert L. Flanagan 



'Saty 

Customer Information View for 1998  for small Screens 
|MAP|j,-  1DATEM   jLetter or Phone onl 

1534T|P|g. "^I        3/30/98j>JPhone only 
LAST NAME I 
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11/19/98 Letter to Sen McCabe from Hart. 
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Ellicott City 

Logical ProjectLlmitejl','j ^"Vf**" 

St Johns Lane to W of US 29 
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11/19/98 I Fred •JIM 
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This is the 
|   person 

who is 
| leading the 

study 

He called the Governor's office. Gov. Constit. Response member Ruby Wilson and I conferenced with him. 
"when will barrier be built?" We recieved NTP memo in PM of same day. NTP due 4/1/98 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

August 28, 1998 

M OlH 

309 
Panris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

The Honorable Christopher J. McCabe 
Member, Senate of Maryland 
The Honorable Robert L. Flanagan 

'   The Honorable Robert H. Kittleman 
Members, Maryland House of Delegates 
12400 Clarksville Pike 
Clarksville MD 21029-1225 

Dear Senator McCabe and Delegates Flanagan and Kittleman: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding truck traffic on MD 32. We appreciate your 
concern with this issue. 

Your suggestion to discourage truck traffic on MD 32, between MD 108 and 1-70, raises 
several concerns. Maryland 32 is part of both the State's primary highway system and the' 
National Highway System (NHS). Funds for these networks are intended to provide for the 
interregional transportation of goods and services and are therefore meant to accommodate truck 
traffic. The transportation system in general, and the communities in Howard County in 
particular, are better served if the necessary distribution of these goods and services takes place 
on our higher-function highways, such as MD 32. Providing disincentives to the use of MD 32 
would encourage trucks to use roads that are functionally less appropriate for truck traffic. 

In 1997 trucks, not including school buses, comprised 9 percent of the total volume of 
traffic on MD 32 between MD 108 and 1-70. This represents a two percent increase since the 
1996 opening of MD 32 between Pindell School Road and MD 108, when a weight-restricted 
bridge was effectively removed from the system. We do not expect a further increase in that 
percentage if MD 32 is widened. In fact, the completion of MD 100 from 1-95 to US 29 will 
provide an alternative route for truck traffic destined for the Baltimore Washington International 
Airport and the Baltimore region. 

While new technologies may make it feasible to impose tolls on trucks using 
MD 32, this approach presents significant financial and legal issues. It would be difficult to 
impose a toll on trucks without also imposing a similar toll on cars; current law prohibits such 
discrimination.  In addition, the need for widening MD 32 is in part based on the function of this 
segment within the region's transportation network, the volume of traffic and the economic 
importance of this connection between 1-70 and Annapolis. Restricting or discouraging truck 
traffic on this segment could undermine the argument for the importance of this project to connect 
regional growth areas. Further, the potential diversion of truck traffic from MD 32 could create 
or compound problems elsewhere in the system. 

My telephone number is 410-545-0400 /1-8nn-70(S-0700 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street  » Baltimore. MnrvisnH 91909 



3- 
The Honorable Christopher J. McCabe 
The Honorable Robert L. Flanagan 
The Honorable Robert H. Kittleman 
Page Two 

W 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) recognizes the safety and noise concerns raised 
bv truck traffic along MD 32. We are working with Howard County officials and local 
_hies in an effort to minimize impacts of trucks and other ^^^^^2 
As you are aware, SHA has implemented numerous safety .mprovements throughout the MD ,2 
corridor ecently   More short-term safety improvements are planned, including traffic signals at 
the MD 32 intersections with East and West Linden Church Roads. We are also interested m 
continuing dialogue with you, the County and the trucking industry to discuss long-range 
strategies for addressing truck traffic issues. 

Thank you again for your letter, as well as for your continued involvement in and support 
for the MD 32 planning study. We will keep you informed as the study progresses. In the 
meantime, if you have any comments or questions, please feel free to call • ^ w ^ of 
Planning and Preliminary Engineering, Mr. Neil J. Pedersen, who can be reached at 410-545-0411 

or 1-888-204-4828. 

cc: 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Mr. Neil J. Pedersen, Director of Planning and Preliminary Engineering, State Highway 

Administration 

1 
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CHRISTOPHER J. MCCABE 
DISTRICT 14 

HOWARD/MONTGOMERY COUNTIES 

ECONOMIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON 
ADMINISTRATIVE EXECUTIVE 

AND LEGISLATIVE REVIEW 

. sM: 

SENATE OF MARYLAND 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1991 

DISTRICT OFFICE 

1 2400 CLARKSVILLE PIKE % 

CLARKSVILLE, MD 2I029-122S 

(301) 854-6020 (MONTGOMERY'CO.) 

(410) 988-9818 (HOWARD CO.) 

ANNAPOLIS 

ROOM 404 SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 

(410)841-3671 (BALTIMORE) 

(301) 858-367 1 (WASHINGTON) 

1-800-492-7122 

August 18, 1998 

Ms. Ginetta M. Schlee 
3990 View Top Rd 
Ellicott City, MD 21042-5331 

Dear Ms. Schlee: 

It was good to see you recently. I am writing to follow up on our conversation regarding noise 
barriers. Attached, for your information is recent communication regarding sound barriers along 
US 29 in the vicinity of Manordale, View Top and High Point Roads. I would like to respectfully 
request that you do not mention specific details to other members of the community until there is 
more information or confirmation. 

I will be meeting with Mr. Charlie Adams, Director of the Office of Environmental Design for the 
State Highway Administration this week, to discuss this and other issues. 

V 

Sincerely, 

Christopher J. McCabe 
State Senator 

CJM:lb 
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The Honorable Christopher J. McCabe 
Senate of Maryland :   i 
12400 Clarksville Pike .   1  1 
ClarksvilleMD 21029-1225 

The Honorable Robert L. Flanagan 
Maryland House of Delegates 
12400 Clarksville Pike 
ClarksvilleMD 21029-1225 

The Honorable Robert H. Kittleman 
Maryland House of Delegates 
411 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator McCabe and Delegates Flanagan and Kittleman: 

The State Highway Administration has received inquiries from a number of communities 
in Howard County regarding their eligibility for sound barriers. As a result of policy changes, 
we reviewed these communities to determine if they meet the revised requirements. 

It is my pleasure to inform you the Guilford Downs community meets the eligibility 
requirements for a sound barrier. The County must agree to fund 20% of the barrier costs 
Although funds for design and construction have not yet been identified, we will pursue the 
funding for this barrier as soon as the County indicates their funding commitment. I have asked 
State Highway Administrator Parker F. Williams to have his staff keep you informed of their 
progress. 

Thank you for your patience while we conducted our investigation. If you need any 
additional information regarding this community, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles3. 
Adams, the State Highway Administration's Director of Environmental Design, at 410-545-8640 
or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

• 

cc: Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 



3<jy 
The Honorable Christopher J. McCabe 
The Honorable Robert L. Flanagan 
The Honorable Robert H. Kittleman 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Valerie Bumette Edgar, Director, Office of Communications, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie A. Frelow, Assistant Director, Office of Administrative Services, Maryland 
Department of Transportation 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John M. Lewis, State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of Transportation 

Serial # OED-64 
Mr. Charles K. Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Serial # OED-64 
Drafted by: Philip Troll October 13, 1998 
F:\CORRESP\1998\DRAFTS\14BOED64.DOC 



Pam's N. Glendening 

Maryland Department of Transportation Govemor 

State Highway Administration °e
aJjfa^ Wnstead 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

March 20, 1998 

The Honorable Christopher J. McCabe 
Senate of Maryland 
404 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator McCabe: 

Thank you for your recent letter to our Environmental Design Director, Mr. Charles 
B. Adams, regarding the status of the 1-70 sound barrier for the Millbrook community in 
Ellicott City.  I am pleased to inform you work will commence in the very near future. 

The project was awarded to J.T.E. Civil, Inc. on January 28, with a notice to proceed 
set for April 1.  The community, however, probably will not observe measurable progress 
for at least a month after this date.  The contractor needs to set up a construction trailer, 
arrange for staging areas and perform other mobilization activities before starting the first 
visible construction. 

Thank you again for your letter and your interest in this issue.  If you need additional 
information, please do not hesitate to contact me or Mr. Adams, who can be reached at 
410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, SHA 

My telephone number is 41 n-S4S-fUnn/1 -800-706-0770 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
.1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street  • Baltimore. Marvlanri 91909 
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The Honorable Christopher J. McCabe 
Page Two 

bcc:    Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture 
Division, State Highway Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, 
State Highway Administration 

Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State 
Highway Administration 

Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Mr. Fred Eisen , OED/LAD/NAT -March 16, 1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\MCCABE03.doc 
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Parris N. Glendening 

Maryland Department of Transportation Governor 

State Highway Administration sDeacri?a^nstead 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

The Honorable Christopher J. McCabe 
12400 Clarksville Pike 
Clarksville, MD 21029-1225 

Dear Senator McCabe: 

Thank you for your interest on our 1-70 noise abatement project located in 
Howard County between St. Johns Lane and US 29 for the community of Millbrook. 
The project was awarded to J.T.E. Civil on January 28.  Currently our District 7 office 
is negotiating prices on a Red Line Revision. Once these prices are settled a "Notice 
to Proceed" (NTP) will be issued. The anticipated date for the NTP is April 1, 1998. 
The community probably will not see measurable progress until 3-4 weeks after the 
"Notice to Proceed" has been issued. 

Again thank you for your interest if you have any additional questions or 
^^ require additional information please do not hesitate to call me at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

Charles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

• 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



CHRISTOPHER J. MCCABE 

DISTRICT 14 
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1 2400 CLARKSVILLE PIKE 

CLARKSVILLE, MD 21029-1225 

(301) 8S4-6O20 (MONTGOMERY CO.) 

(4IO) 988-9818 (HOWARD CO.) 

ANNAPOLIS 

ROOM 404 SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 

(410)841-3671 (BALTIMORE) 

(301) 8S8-3671 (WASHINGTON) 

I -800-492-7 1 22 

March 10, 1998 
W'f* U**"* 

Mr. Charlie-Adams     ^ - -      .-_^.^~.   ,-    ••• ^ 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street, 3rd. Floor r 

Baltimore, MD 21202 '•' 

Dear Mr. ^dams: CA^V 

I continue to be interested in the status of the proposed noise barriers for 1-70 in the Millbrook 
community in Ellicott City. I remember our conversation several months ago when the 
contractor for the project had not been determined as yet. I'm hopeful this has occurred and that a 
timetable has been initiated for the project. 

I would appreciate a response in writing on the current status for noise barriers in the area so that 
I may respond to the community. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

'Ay 
Christopher J. McCabe 
State Senator 

CJM:lb 
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Parris N. Glendening 

Maryland Department of Transportation Govenor 

State Highway Administration s
D
e
a

c^ar
L

y•
Winstead 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

June 16, 1998 

The Honorable T. Bryan Mclntire 
Baltimore County Council 
Old Courthouse, Second Floor 
TowsonMD 21204 

Dear Councilman Mclntire: 

Thank you for your recent inquiry requesting information about the State's sound barrier 
program. Enclosed is copy of the policy and a copy of the State Highway Administration's 
Sound Barriers, a Community Resource Guide for your information. 

Thank you again for you interest in our sound barrier program. If you need any 
additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to call me or Mr. Charles B. 
Adams, our Director of Environmental Design, at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Enclosures 
cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 

• 
My telephone number is 410-545-0400/1-800-206-0770 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



The Honorable T. Bryan Mclntire 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State 
Highway Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Natalie B. Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Natalie Hardy --June 12, 1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\l 998\McINTI01 .DOC 
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Parris N. Glendening 
Maryland Department of Transportation Governor 
The Secretary's Office °avid L Winstead 

Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

May 21, 1998 

The Honorable Robert R. Neall 
Senate of Maryland 
307 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD .21401-1991 

Dear SenaJpp-NSall: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding a sound barrier for the Lake of the Pines 
community.  I appreciate this opportunity to clarify how the State's sound barrier policy 
applies to this community. 

At the time of this project our Type I eligibility criteria allowed for the consideration 
of sound barriers for communities where the majority of impacted homes were constructed 
prior to Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) approval of the highway improvements. 
The State Highway Administration's (SHA) Type I analysis for planned improvements was 
part of the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) which was signed on March 30, 
1982. This is what we use as the date of public knowledge for approval of improvements to 
this area of US 50.  Communities developed after this date are not eligible for sound barrier 
consideration.  Previous research by SHA determined the majority of the impacted homes 
post-date approval of these improvements to US 50 and the Lake of the Pines community 
does not meet this criterion and is, therefore, ineligible for a barrier. 

Only six properties are shown in the tax records as of 1982.   Of these six properties, 
none were predicted to experience a significant increase in noise levels as a result of the 
expansion of US 50.  If a significant change of five decibels or greater were predicted for 
these properties, a wall to protect them was estimated to cost approximately $148,860 per 
residence, far exceeding the cost-effectiveness criterion of $40,000 per residence that was 
then in effect.  For your information, I have enclosed a graphic depiction of SHA's date 
research for the Lake of the Pines community. 

My telephone number is toiffl-        865-1000 
Toll Free Number 1-88»-713-1414 TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
€ 
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The Honorable Robert R. Neall 
Page Two 

Thank you again for your letter.  I regret I am unable to give you a more positive 
response.  If you need additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to 
contact me or Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, who may 
be reached at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Enclosure 
cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

• 
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The Honorable Robert R. Neall 
Page Three 

bcc:    Mr. Paul D. Armstrong, District 5 Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Claire K. DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. John Petty, Assistant to the Secretary, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Ms. Nanette Schieke, Policy Analyst, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of Transportation 

Serial #11256 

Serial: #11256 
OEDNAT: #NA 
Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- May 15, 1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\NEALL01.DOC 
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SENATE OF MARYLAND 
ANNAPOUS, MARYUrfB 2Ji01-1991 

RoaBAT R. NBAkL. 

OianUCT M. ANNK ABUNDSk COUNTY 
ftOOM am S5NATI OfFICE OUIIANO 
ANNAPOUS. NARTlANOaiA01«IM1 

(Aioieai<»n 

RECEIVED 
HAY  is tgu 

SECRETARY DEPARTMENT 
QF .TRANSPORTATION 

COMMITTEES: 
BUQSST ft TAXATION 

JOINT COMMITrCfi ON PENfitONB 
CAPITAL BuooersuBcoMMirreB 

NBAbTH, EfiOCATION tt HUMAN 
KEsouncee SUBCOXMITTCU 

DavidL. Winstead "hd*<jrf£L 3 
MaiyiandDepartment of Transportation r\   ti     P ^ i_ 
Post Office Box 8755 ymjL~\&*h 
BaltimwaAVashington International Airport, Maiyhad 21240-0755 /T                    \ 

Re: Lake of Pines Cozsmusity 

Dear Mr. Winstead: 

This decision does mat mate sense. The commumtv does not predate the origmal highway. 
Route 50 was built in the 50's. However, h does predate the recent significant expansion of Route 
50 which destroyed most of the tree buffer this community enjoyed for many years. 

Did your folks check the noise?. This community is over 20 years old and did not have a 
problem until you guys took the trees down and moved the noise closer to their homes. 

I hope you will reconsider. 

Robert UNeall   I 

RRN/mm 



3*£ 

• 

# 

Document UlW. "k      ^K<3JW_     l^be^T  <. $eA\ 

For whose signature V)Oi<fisW*«_J  Due Date   0    ^M& 

Routing Slip for the Noise Team 
Correspondence 

&h Irene Heline 
Date 

"O^Shar^Blankenship S~//x/gR 
Date 

Jim Hade   >^ ^.r*.   ^//g/^ 
>V /C 1**^- 

G Ken Polcak 

O Fred Eisen 

P^hilip TroU 

Ef Natalie Hardy 

0Gene Miller 

Charles Adams 

Date 

Date 

Date 

S\ 

Date 

Date 

£-/J?/?J> 

Date 

s/n/ir 
'    4)ate 

Initials 

S^3 
Initials 

Initials 

Initials 

Initial 

Initials 

Iraiials 

Initials 

Notes/Comments 



S-JIAY %A  '98 01:47PM SHfl ADMINISTRATOR, 410 333 1536 

• 
MMIYLAND DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

THE SECRETARY'S OFFICE 
REQUEST FOR PREPARATION OF CORRESPONDENCE 

TO:   WILLIAMS 

FROM: Naali, suafcart R  os/n/sa 

RE: LAKE OF "PINES COMHUNITX 

LOG DATE: 05/13/98 /cdj  SERIAL#: 11256 

DA.TE: 05/14/98 

RESPOND SV: 05/21/9* 

pf ^^ ssss a s^gis ssssss«. B^ or 
r 3    SS5g,SfeSS."SSSSwiS)tM«l«'» »«". SHOW 

CC TO SECRETARY „«««««« 
[   ]     PREPARE RESPONSE FOR GOVERNOR'S SIGNATURE 
[   }     PLEASE HANDLE AS APPROPRIATE 

FOR USE BY RESPONSIBLE UNIT 

TOBEKErnKNEDTOADMnaSTKATOTl'SOFnCEBY:     a- \ 

FORUSEB'. ,\5$IGNED AREA 

RESPONSE PREPARED BY: 4\laU*t/- jvd'Mf-m/fl' 
/O ^^5Lame / telej lume / Dale) 

TYPE: BY:    C^Cl^^f   
PROOfSEAD BY:  _:  

7* 7 

RECORD OF INTERIM TELEPHONE RESPONSE 

(You can buy yourself some additional time ia preparing a written reply by telephoning the 
consticjent, explaining what's happening, and indicating when he/she may expect a formal 
reply.   Please fill thia portion and mail haj'*: i he yellow sheet to obtain an extenRtoa oa your 
reply coadline.) 

Name ef Person. Called:  
"written tbiiow-up wUl he prepared by:__, # 

Date: 

D-TSO-002 



Maryland Department of Transportation 3?$ 
The Secretary's Office 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcarl 
Deputy Secretary 

April 23, 1998 

The Honorable Robert R. Neall 
Senate of Maryland 
307 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

The Honorable Robert C. Baldwin 
Maryland House of Delegates 
214 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

The Honorable Janet Greenip 
Maryland House of Delegates 
214 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

The Honorable Marsha G. Perry 
Maryland House of Delegates 
214 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Neall and Delegates Baldwin, Greenip and Perry: 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) received inquiries from the Lake of Pines 
community regarding their eligibility for a sound barrier.  We reviewed this area to 
determine if it meets the requirements for a sound barrier.  I want to advise you of the 
results of our review. 

In addition to meeting other criteria which are designed to ensure State funded 
barriers are provided in the most equitable manner possible, a community must predate the 
original highway.  Unfortunately, the community of Lake of Pines does not meet this 
criterion; and consequently, does not qualify for a sound barrier. 

• 

V**-* 

My telephone number is (4101-865-1000 

Toll Free Number 1-838-713-1414 TTY For the Deaf (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
•A?*&# 

A V wrkvn.&s i * 
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The Honorable Robert R. Neall 
The Honorable Robert C. Baldwin 
The Honorable Janet Greenip 
The Honorable Marsha G. Perry 
Page Two 

Thank you for your patience while we conducted our investigation.  I have enclosed a 
copy of the Department's Sound Barrier Policy, which outlines the program and it's 
requirements for your information.  If you need any additional information regarding this 
community, do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, the SHA's Director of 
Environmental Design, at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

I* 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Enclosure 
cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

• 

a> 

^(MA^^^:- M* 4^M/ •'.?^#-;;' •     •' * " e-'f   5:'"£*/*- Z"»t?^*V-ftw' 
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The Honorable Robert R. Neall 
The Honorable Robert C. Baldwin 
The Honorable Janet Greenip 
The Honorable Marsha G. Perry 
Page Three 

bcc:     Mr. Paul D. Armstrong, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Varner, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 

Drafted by: OED/LAD/NAT -- March 9, 1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\NEALL02.DOC 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 

January 7, 1998 

333 
Parrls N. Glendenlng 
Governor 

David L. Wlnstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcarl 
Deputy Secretary 

The Honorable Robert R. Neall 
Senate of Maryland 
307 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD ^/01-1991 

ingJpMeall: / Dear Sena 

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of the residents of the Lake of the Pines 
community regarding noise issues along US 50 in Prince George's County.  I appreciate the 
opportunity to update you on the subject of noise abatement for this community. 

The date criterion as defined in the State's noise abatement policy, reviewed by our 
legislative committee, allows for consideration of mitigation for communities where the 
homes impacted by highway noise were constructed prior to Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) approval of the highway improvements.  Previous monitoring by the State Highway 
Administration (SHA) determined the majority of the impacted homes post-date approval of 
the most recent improvements to US 50 and consequently do not meet this basic criterion; 
therefore, the Lake of the Pines area is ineligible for a sound barrier.  While I certainly 
understand your concerns, the date criteria is a basic requirement of the noise policy.  I 
regret we cannot provide you with a more positive response to your inquiry. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact me or Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, 
Environmental Design, State Highway Administration, who may be reached at 410-545-8640 
or 1-800-446-5962. 

t 

Sincerely, 

DavtdlTwrnstead 

N Secretary 

Enclosures 
cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design. 

State Highway Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

eALt 
f** 

My telephone number It (410)-, 
865-1000 

Toll Free Number 1-888-713-1414 TTY For the Deaf. (410) 865-1342 
Pott Office Box 8756, Baldmore/Wathlngton International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 



s;^ 
The Honorable Robert R. Neall 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, SHA 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, SHA 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, MDOT 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, MDOT 
Mr. Charles K. Watkins, District 3 Engineer, SHA 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- December 16, 1997 
SERIAL:       #9867 

N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\NEALL03.DOC     12/16/97 3:15 PM 
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Maryland Department of Transportation XS!1, G,endenln9 

The Secretary's Office David L Winstead 
Secretary 

-.    . • • ,, , „,>„ John D. Porcari 
October 16, 1998 Deputy Secretary 

The Honorable Shane Pendergrass 
Maryland House of Delegates 
209 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

The Honorable Frank S. Turner 
Maryland House of Delegates 
209 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Delegates Pendergrass and Turner: 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) has received inquiries from a number of 
communities in Howard County regarding their eligibility for sound barriers. Guilford Downs and 
High Ridge, two communities in your district, have been reviewed to determine if they meet the 
requirements for a sound barrier. 

It is my pleasure to inform you both the Guilford Downs and High Ridge communities 
meet the technical eligibility requirements for sound barriers, though funds for design and 
construction have not yet been identified. Once Howard County agrees to fund 20 percent of the 
barrier costs, we will look at the availability of funds for these barriers in the transportation 
program. I have asked State Highway Administrator Parker F. Williams to have his staff keep 
you informed of our progress as we work through the process to identify funding. 

Thank you for your patience while we conducted our investigations. If you need any 
additional information regarding either of these communities, please do not hesitate to contact me 
or Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at 
410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

pl^tv^X/"" 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number Is 410-865-1000 
Toll Free Number 1-888-713-1414    TTY For the Deaf: 410-865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltlmore/Waahln gton International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
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The Honorable Shane Pendergrass 
The Honorable Frank S. Turner 
Page Two 

f 
bcc:     Ms. Valerie Bumette Edgar, Director of Communications, State Highway Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Robert L. Fisher, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Leslie A. Frelow, Assistant Director, Office of Administrative Services, Maryland 

Department of Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John M. Lewis, State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of Transportation 

Serial #OED-63 
Drafted by: Philip Troll October 9,1998 
N-\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\PENDER01.DOC 



SHANE PENDERGRASS 
LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 13A 

HOWARD COUNTY 

t CHAIRMAN 
OWARD COUNTY DELEGATION 

COMMITTEE 
ECONOMIC MATTERS 

SUBCOMMITTEES 
HEALTH INSURANCE 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

'A°&-.M. I* 
ANNAPOLIS OFFICE 

209 LOWE HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1991 

PHONE 

FAX 

(410) 841-320S 
(301) 8S8-3205 
(410) 841-38S0 
(301) 858-3850 

HOUSE OF DELEGATES 

MAR ~ 5 1998 
w> March 2, 1998 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles B.'Hands  * '"' 
4982 Dalton Drive 
ColumbiarMaryland"2T045 -   "" ^ 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Hands: 

Enclosed is a Community Resource Guide on sound barriers published by the 
Department of Transportation.   It lists the criteria and eligibility for communities to 
have sound barriers constructed.   My aide has spoken with Charles Adams of the 
Environmental Design Section of State Highways, 410-545-8640.   He is willing to 
speak with you and get your perspective on the traffic noise on the east side of 
US29 between Routes 175 and 108.  According to Mr. Adams, the location that 
you site in your letter has been an on-going problem.  The Maryland Department of 
Transportation is collecting data and is "reevaluating" the cost criteria for that 
particular part of US29.  According to Mr. Adams sound barriers are a viable 
conclusion to the problem and should be decided on by the end of March. 

Thank you for contacting me with your concerns. 

Sincerely, 

(^J^r^- 
Shane Pendergrass 
Delegate 

cc: Charles Adams, Director, Office of Environmental Design 

# 
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Mary/and Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

January 9, 1998 

The Honorable James F. Ports 
The Honorable Alfred W. Redmer 
Maryland House of Delegates 
ATTN: Mr. Jeff Getek 
307 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD  21401-1991 

Dear Mr. Getek: 

This letter responds to your call and letter to Mr. Fred Eisen, of our Office of 
Environmental Design, requesting a map showing all sound barriers constructed, under 
construction or funded but not built on the Baltimore Beltway (1-695).  This map is enclosed 
for your information.  The funded noise abatement wall located on 1-695 between Thornton 
Road and just east of Joppa Road is scheduled to be advertised for bids in early 1998. 

Your letter included information from Ms. Kelly concerning homes that predated the 
beltway.  We have enough information on the noise levels in the area to determine which 
homes are impacted, and we are still researching the dates on which they were built.  Some 
of the homes Ms. Kelly noted are located on the north side of Fitch Avenue and fall outside 
of the 66 decibel impact line.  As a result, they would not be included in our date criterion 
analysis.   Once we have completed our evaluation, we will notify both you and Ms. Kelly of 
the results. 

Again, thank you for your interest in our sound barrier program.   If you need any 
additional information, please do not hesitate to call Mr. Charles B. Adams, our Director of 
Environmental Design, at (410) 545-8640 or, toll free in Maryland, at 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Enclosure 
cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 

ptf 
£)&*' 

• My telephone number is 410-545-0400 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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The Honorable James F. Ports 
The Honorable Alfred W. Redmer 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John M. Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Noise abatement Team 

Dictated by Fred Eisen, 12/18/97, N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\PORTS01.DOC 
Revised 12/23/97 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

May 26, 1998 

• 

The Honorable Alfred W. Redmer 
Maryland House of Delegates 
8001 Harford Road 
Baltimore MD 21234-5701 > 

Dear Delegate Redmer: 

This letter is a follow up to the recent meeting with Ms. Gloria Kelly and her neighbors to 
discuss the State's Sound Barrier Policy. We appreciate your involvement in this issue. 

At the meeting, some of the residents expressed their feeling that the State had built 
barriers in areas where there were no homes. We offered to provide information showing the 
location of residences behind the barriers. The areas of concern were: 1-695 from Thornton 
Road to Seminary Avenue; 1-695 from York Road to Dulaney Valley Road; 1-695 from Charles 
Street to York Road; 1-695 from Loch Raven Boulevard to Perring Parkway; and MD 702 from 
Old Eastern Avenue to Back River Neck Road. The enclosed maps show the distribution of 
residences behind each barrier. In each case a majority of the homes predate the system opening 
date of the highway. It is worth noting that, in all of our projects, a barrier will either turn back 
perpendicularly to the highway or run some distance past the last impacted home. This is done to 

; offer reasonable protection to the last impacted home in the community, but is often 
misinterpreted as barrier constaiction that is not protecting any homes. 

The following briefly explains some of the information shown on the enclosed maps: 

• On the map for 1-695 from York Road to Dulaney Valley Road, the Maryland 
National Guard Armory and the hotel are not protected by a noise barrier. The homes 
protected by the barrier are shaded. 

• On the map for 1-695 from Charles Street to York Road the existing noise levels and 
future levels with and without barriers are shown. The impacted homes are shaded. 

• On the map for 1-695 from Loch Raven Boulevard to Perring Parkway two options 
are shown for noise sensitive area (NSA) #2. For this project the State elected to 
construct option 1, which is shorter. 

My telephone number is 410-545-0400/1-800-206-0770 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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The Honorable Alfred W. Redmer 
Page Two 

•    On the map for MD 702 from Old Eastern Avenue to Back River Neck Road 
there are several apartment units shown in dotted lines. This indicates that 
they had been platted at the time of the Record of Decision and are thus shown 
in the Environmental Document. This project was initiated before Maryland 
had a noise policy. At that time a community that had received plat approval 
was studied for potential noise impacts. 

Thank you again for your interest in the State's Sound Barrier Policy. I trust the 
above information is useful. If you would like additional information, please do not 
hesitate to contact me or Mr. Charles B. Adams, our Director of Environmental Design, 
who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Enclosures 
cc:       The Honorable Thomas L. Bromwell, Senate of Maryland 

The Honorable Katherine Klausmeier, Maryland House of Delegates 
The Honorable James F. Ports, Maryland House of Delegates 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 

t 
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The Honorable Alfred W. Redmer 
Page 3 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State 
Highway Administration 

« Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\REDMER01.DOC 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 

November 23,1998 

The Honorable G. Frederick Robinson 
Mayor 
City of Bowie 
2614KenhillDrive^ 
Bowie MD 20715/ 

DearM 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

inson: 

"0 ^HJ-kiAMt] 
ttCR ft Ufa &Y   *M? 

wowt on 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding our draft FY 1999 - FY 2004 Consolidated . 
Transportation Program (CTP) and the City of Bowie's transportation priorities. We appreciate 
the City's interest in our program. 

Your support for advancing the MD 430 project, from Bell Station Road to Stonybrook 
Drive, to construction and your support for advancing engineering funds for MD 450, from 
Stonybrook Drive to west of MD 3, is appreciated. Tiiis priority is compatible with the Prince 
George's County Transportation Priority List which identified MD 450, from Whitfield Chapel 
Road to MD 197, as their number two-construction priority. I also recognize your request for 
right-of-way acquisition funding, at a minimum, for MD 450, from Bell Station Road to 
Stonybrook Drive. While construction funds will most likely not be available until additional 
revenues are secured, we will consider providing funding for the right-of-way acquisition for this 
segment of MD 450 as we develop the final CTP. 

The City of Bowie's and Prince George's County's support of a 20-foot median for 
MD 450, east of Bell Station Road, is appreciated. A change in the typical sections for this 
portion of MD 450 would delay the construction of this project. I commend you for considering 
safety by supporting a 20-foot median along this portion of MD 450. 

Acquisition of right-of-way for US 301, from US 50 to north of Mount Oak Road, is 
identified as the City's Number Two transpoitation priorities. The planning phase for this 
project is funded through FY 2000. The right-of-way corridor preservation is funded for US 
301, from US 50 to south of La Plata. More iftan $20 million is earmarked for right-of-way 
preservation for US 301 through FY 2004. 

My telephone rumber ts 410-865-1000 
Toll Free Number 1-888-713-1414    TTY For the Deef: 410-865-1342 

Post Office. Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
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The Honorable G. Frederick Robinson 
Page Two 

Right-of-way acquisition for MD 450, from MD 193 to Bell Station Road, is underway. 
We are working with the Rouse Company, the developer of the Fairwood Turf Farm, on a 
funding agreement. Upon execution of an agreement, the project could proceed to construction. 
While the construction schedule depends upon the developer, we do not expect any delay in 
implementation of this project. 

The MD 197 project, from US 50 to MD 450, is included on the Prince George's County 
Transportation Priority List. This project is the County's highest planning priority at this time, 
since the first two projects on the list have been advanced to the Development and Evaluation 
portion of our CTP. This project will be considered for inclusion in future updates of our CTP 
for project planning. 

The Bowie, Collington, Mitchellville and Vicinity Master Plan recommends an 
interchange at MD 3/MD 450. To include this project in our CTP, the project should be 
identified as the County's highest priority on their project planning priority list. I urge you to 
discuss this with Prince George's County and the Transportation Oversight Committee. 

Engineering for implementation of High Occupancy Vehicle (ROW) lanes along US 50, 
from US 301 to MD 410, is nearing completion. Construction funding is still an issue and needs 
to be resolved. The construction schedule depends on availability of funding. 

Feasibility of an interchange along US 50, between MD 704 and MD 197, is under 
> review by the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission. A task force was 
organized and chaired by Councilmember Audrey Scott to review the issues related to the 
proposed interchange. This review is not complete at this time. Upon completion, if an 
interchange is selected, it would need to be added to the Prince George's County Master Plan 
and the County's Transportation Priority List. 

The State Highway Administration is pursuing Tier I, National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) Corridor approval for the US 301 Northern Corridor (from T.B. to US 50). Project 
planning for US 301, from US 50 to Mount Oak Road, is on hold pending the completion of the 
NEPA Corridor approval for the US 301 Northern Corridor. 
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The Honorable G. Frederick Robinson 
Page Three 

The SHA will reevaluate sound barrier eligibility for the Princeton Square community in 
conjunction with the proposed High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lane addition along US 50. This 
community does not qualify for consideration under the Type H, or retrofit, component of our 
Sound Barrier Program because the community does not predate the original construction of 
US 50. I have enclosed a copy of the State's Sound Barrier Policy for your information. 

You expressed concern about safety issues on US 301 and requested radar-activated 
cameras, opticom devices and cameras at traffic signals be installed along US 301 between US 
50 and Pointer Ridge Drive, at the MD 450/MD 3 intersection, and along MD 450 between MD 
197 and MD 3. The SHA is currently conducting a traffic safety analysis between US 50 and the 
Charles County Line. The report is expected to be complete in mid-November.   We will share 
the result with you at that time. The opportunity to install Intelligent Transportation System 
improvements in this area could be evaluated to improve safety along this corridor. 

Improving gateways to cities and counties would have a pleasant effect on local 
commuters. I have asked Mr. Charles Adams, Director of SHA's Office of Environmental 
Design, to schedule a meeting with you to evaluate opportunities to improve landscaping along 
MD 197 between US 301 and US 50. Mr. Adams may be reached at 410-545-8640 or 
1-888-375-1975. 

Thank you again for your interest and involvement in transportation issues. If you have 
any further questions or comments, please feel free to contact me or State Highway 
Administrator Parker F. Williams, who may be reached at 410-545-0400 or 1-800-206-0770. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Enclosure 
cc:       The Honorable Leo E. Green, Senate of Maryland 

The Honorable Mary A. Conroy, Maryland House of Delegates 
The Honorable James W. Hubbard, Maryl and House of Delegates 
The Honorable Joan Pitkin, Maryland House of Delegates 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State; Highway Administration 
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The Honorable G. Frederick Robinson 
Page Four 

bcc:     Mr. Max Azizi, Regional Planner, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Martin Cohn, Project Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Robert D. Douglass, Deputy Chief Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr., Deputy Director, State Highway Administration 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director of Environmental Design, State 

Highway Administration 
Mr. Thomas Hicks, Director of Traffic and Safety, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John M. Lewis, State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Mr. Kirk McClelland, Division Chief, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Raymond Moravec, Project Manager, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Neil J. Pedersen, Director of Planning and Preliminary Engineering, State 

Highway Administration 
Mr. Douglas H. Simmons, Division Chief, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Dan Uebersax, Assistant Division Chief, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Heidi F. Van Luven, Manager, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Mr. Charlie K. Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Prepared by Max Azizi, SHA 545-5675 
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Maryland Department of Transportation      f^ 
The Secretary's Office 

3ff 
Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

August 10, 1998 

The Honorable Jean W. Roesser 
Senate of Maryland 
308 James Senate Office Building 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senaterlloesser: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Governor Glendening regarding advancement of 
construction funding for sound barriers along the 1-270 Spur and 1-1495. The Governor asked me 
to respond on his behalf. 

We are committed to exploring opportunities to advance the funding for the construction 
of these and other approved sound barriers during the development process for the FY 1999-2004 
Consolidated Transportation Program (CTP). Our annual tour will begin in September which 
consists of meetings in each County to discuss the overall transportation needs and priorities. As 
we visit around the State and our financial situation becomes clearer, we will strongly consider 
your request to advance the funding for these barriers. 

Thank you again for your interest in Sound Barrier Program. If you need additional 
information regarding this matter, please do no hesitate to contact me or Mr. Charles B. Adams, 
the State Highway Administration's Director of Environmental Design^ who may be reached at 
410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

I 

Sincerely, 

cc: 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number Is 410-865-1000 
Toll Free Number 1-888-713-1414    TTY For the Deaf: 410-865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
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The Honorable Jean W. Roesser 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Valerie Bumette Edgar, Director, Office of Communications, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie A. Frelow, Assistant Director, Office of Administrative Services, Maryland 
Department of Transportation 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway 
Administration 
Mr. John M. Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. John Petty, Assistant to the Secretary, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Ms. Nanette Schieke, Policy Analyst, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of Transportation 

Serial #9301 
Mr. Charles K. Watkins, District 3 Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Serial: #9301 
Drafted by: OED/LAD/NAT 

N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\ROESSR02.DOC 
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^em Ms. The HQnorable Jean W. Roesser 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Valerie Buraette Edgar, Director, Office of Communicatiotfis, State Highway 
Administration   N^^ / 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration \ / 

Ms. Leslie A. Frelow, Assistant Director, Office of Administrative Services, Maryland 
Department of Transportation / 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistahuo the Director, State Highway 
Administration N.   / 
Mr. John M. Lewis, Jr., State Legislativ^Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation /    \. 
Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to thfe Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation / \. 
Mr. John Petty, Assistant to th/Secretary, Marylan<rDepartment of Transportation 

• Ms. Nanette Schieke, Policy/Analyst, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Varner, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of Transportation 

Serial #9301 
Mr. Charles K. W^fkins, District 3 Engineer, State Highway Adminikration 

Serial: #9301 
Drafted by: O^D/LAD/NAT 

• 
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July 29, .1998 

The Honorable Parris N. Gtendaning 
Governor of Maryland 
State House 
Annapolis MO 21401 

Dear Governor Glendening: 

Recently Montgomery County Council Member Betty Ann Krahnke wrote to me about funding 
for sound barriers in eight communities along the 1-270 Spur and l«495 (the Capital Beltway) 
for which Montgomery County has approved a 20 patent match In its Capital Improvements 
Program (CIP). While the County match is In place, the State has not approved construction 
of these sound barriers until July 1,2000 (Fiscal Year 2001) - two years from now. 

Charlie Adams. Director of the Office of Environmental Design for the State Highway 
Administration, has advised me that design of the noise barriere will be completed in 
September. We urge you to approve funding so that these barriers can be built at least in FY 
2000. 

• 

You will recall your press conference on January 26 at the home of Richard and Sheryl Levy 
in Bethesda, announcing the approval of these noise barriers. The residents of the affected 
corrununltles were elated. However, two-and-ono-half years would be a long wait for their 
construction! 

On a personal note, I have worked since early 1995 for a noise barrier to be built to shield 
the Wildwood Hills community from the incessant increasing noise from the I-270 West Spur. 
Senator Laurence Levitan, my predecessor, worked with this neighborhood before 1995. The 
residents of Wildwood Hills and the seven other approved communities have waited a long 
time for relief, but the noise only gets worse. 

I hope that you win accelerate the construction of these sound barriers for the eight approved 
communities on the I-270 Spur and 1-495. I look forward to hearing from you. 

JWFfcelvfc^ 
enclosure 

W. Roesser 

• 
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Copy DlstHbUtlon: 

Council Member Betty Aim Krahnto • 
David Winstead, Secretaiy. Maryland Department of Transportation 
Charlie Adama. Director, Office of Environmental Design, SHA 
Eric Eisen. President Wffldwood Hills Community Assoaafaon 
Donald and Nancy Bliss 
Robert and Sabina Jacobson 
Richard and Sheryl Levy 
Dr. and Mre. Ronald Sollock 
Dr. and Mis. Robert Beauregard 
Mr. and Mrs. John Brown 
Mr. Joe Shannon 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Spina 
Mr. & Mre. Al Yokie 
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie wyman 
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State House 
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^^ace the attacnaa and raxe whatever action is 
constituent's concerns. When cozoplecad/ please 
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STATE OF MARYLAND 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

April 14,  1998 

The Honorable Jean W. Roesser 
Senate of Maryland 
308 James Senate Office Building 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Jean: 

PARRIS N. GLENOENING 
GOVERNOR 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE 
STATE HOUSE 

100 STATE CIRCLE 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401 

(410) 974-3901 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 
SUITE 311 

444 NORTH CAPITOL STREET. N.W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20O01 

(202) 638-2215 

TOO (410) 333-3098 

• 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) has received inquiries from a number of 
communities in the 15th District regarding their eligibility for sound barriers.  As a result of 
recent policy changes, we reviewed these communities to determine if they meet the revised 
requirements. 

It is my pleasure to inform you the Wildwood Hills community does meet the 
eligibility requirements for a sound barrier and I have approved funding for its design and 
future construction. The SHA will begin design of this barrier soon.  Funding for the 
construction of a barrier in the Department of Transportation's Consolidated Transportation 
Program (CTP) becomes available beginning in Fiscal Year 2001, which starts on 
July 1, 2000.  Although funds in the earlier years of the CTP are allocated to other projects 
for which prior commitments had been made, we are committed to look for opportunities to 
advance funding for construction of this barrier once the design is completed. I have 
directed State Highway Administrator Parker F. Williams to have his staff keep you 
informed of our progress. 

Thank you for your patience while we conducted our investigation.  I am glad to have 
been able to provide funding for this project.  If you need any additional information, please 
do not hesitate to contact Transportation Secretary David L. Winstead, at 410-865-1000. 

Sincerely, 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

£o€SSf?-$-4*t. 

cc: The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

© 
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The Honorable Jean W. Roesser 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Varner, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Ms. Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant to the District Engineer, State 

Highway Administration 
Mr. Charles K. Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: OED/LAD/NAT -- March 9, 1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\ROESSR03.DOC 



April 6, 1998 

The Honorable Jean W. Roesser 
Senate of Maryland 
308 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Roesser: 

Thank you for your active support for a sound barrier for the Burning Tree Estates 
community. I appreciate your patience while we considered this community's request for a 
sound barrier. 

It is my pleasure to inform you the Burning Tree Estates community does meet the 
eligibility requirements for a sound barrier and I have approved funding for its design and 
construction. The State Highway Administration will begin design of this barrier soon. 
Funding for the construction of a barrier in the Department of Transportation's Consolidated 
Transportation Program (CTP) becomes available beginning in Fiscal Year 2001, which starts 
on July 1, 2000. Although funds in the earlier years of the CTP are allocated to other projects 
for which prior commitments had been made, we are committed to look for opportunities to 
advance funding for construction of this barrier once the design is completed. I have directed 
State Highway Administrator Parker F. Williams to have his staff keep you informed of our 
progress. 

Thank you again for your continued interest in the State's Sound Barrier program. If 
you need any additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact 
Mr Charles B. Adams, the State Highway Administration's Director of Environmental 
Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of Transportation 
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The Honorable Jean W. Roesser 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design, 
State Highway Administration 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, State 
Highway Administration 

Ms. Sherry Varner, Correspondence Team, MOOT 
Ms. Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant to the District Engineer, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Charlie K. Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- March 2, 1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\ROESSR01.DOC 



The Honorable Jean W. Roesser 
Senate of Maryland 
308 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Roesser: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the eligibility of the Burning Tree Estates 
area for a sound barrier along 1-495 between Bradley Boulevard and River Road. I was glad 
that we could offer some welcome good news to the residents of this community. 

Your continuing interest and efforts on behalf of the Burning Tree Estates community 
is greatly appreciated. We continue to explore potential solutions to the fiinding and 
engineering challenges that this project presents. I look forward to being able to share a 
resolution to these issues with you as soon as they have been identified. 

Thank you again for your letter and your interest in the State's sound barrier program.. 
If you have any other questions on this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. 
Adams, the State Highway Administration's Director of Environmental Design, who may be 
reached at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
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The Honorable Jean W. Roesser 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. John Petty, Assistant to the Secretary, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Ms. Nanette Schieke, Policy Analyst, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Varner, Correspondence Team, MOOT, Serial #10495 
Ms. Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant to the District Engineer, SHA 
Mr. Charlie K. Watkins, District Engineer, SHA 

Serial #10495 
OEDNAT: #ROESSER 
Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- February 23, 1998 
N: \OED\NOISE\CORRESP\ 1998\DRAFTS\ROES0218. DLW 
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SENATE OF MARYLAND 
/0 AHIUPOUS, MAWfUHD 2:401-1991 

PleoBQ ?s»partt fiaspoziM Soz 2eer«taX7.>  February 18.1998 

Mr. David L. Winstead. Secretary 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
Past Office Box 8755. 
BW1 AiipoTt. MD 21240-0755 

Dear David: 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE: 
SO« JAMES OCttVC OpeiCE BUILOine 
ANNAPOLIS. lURTLAND *|X01.|»#f 
WAMiNcrON AaEA(aoi) a9S~3ia9 

UP CeUKTV AREA 1-Ba»4«a-7IX£ EXT. 3IM 
•ALTiuofte AACA («IO) Mi-aies 

F»«i (ton Ml aaai 

ErMAIL; jeaajeesM@MnneLCtateJnd.US 

MOMB ADDBBSSl 

1 oaao FOX HUNT LANE 
POTOMAC, HARTLANP £0084 

oon2a»«o«« FAXooijaee-eios 

RECEIVED 
FEB   W«98 

SECRETARY DEPARTMENT 

u/ 
OF TRANSPORTATION 

Thank you for your letter of February 9, updating me on the status of fte request for a noise 
barrier on 1-495 between Bradley Boulevard and River Road in order vo shield the residents 
of BumingTree Estates from the incessant noise from the Beltway. It is good news indeed 
this neighborhood meets the criteria for a noise barrier. 

While 1 understand that engineering issues must be addressed in order to accommodate a 
stream and flood plain near the planned noise barrier, I urge you and the Department to 
expedite this project and identify the funding for it The residents need relief from the noise 
at this the widest section of the Beltway. I look forward to hearing from you further. Many 
thanks. 

Sincerely. 

Jean W. Roesser 

JWftelw 

cc: Mr. Charles Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Parker Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 

3^? /(py$ 

February 9, 1998 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

• 

The Honorable Jean W. Roesser 
Senate of Maryland 
308 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD  21401-1991 

Dear Sen ̂ T^S^ oesser: 

This letter is sent to update you on your request for a sound barrier for the Burning 
Tree Estates area along 1-495 between Bradley Boulevard and River Road.  I appreciate your 
patience while we considered this community's request for noise abatement. 

You will be pleased to know we have determined that the Burning Tree community 
does meet the requirements for a sound barrier.   Although funding for design and 
construction has not yet been identified, we are looking at the funding needs for this barrier 

i.~.- "?u informed cf cu 

Several construction feasibility issues also need to be resolved.   In one location, the 
homes are approximately 50 feet above the Beltway, and it is questionable whether they can 
be protected.   A stream runs parallel to the Beltway along another portion of the area, and 
there are associated floodplain issues that will need to be addressed.   Further engineering is 
required to resolve these technical issues, and I have asked State Highway Administration 
(SHA) staff to provide you with the results once a determination has been made. 

Thank you again for your interest in the State's sound barrier program and your 
support for a barrier for the Burning Tree community.   If you need any additional 
information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, 
SHA's Director of Environmental Desisn. at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

t 
cc: 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

eoe-ssn 0<f .&*> 
My telephone number is (410)-. 865-1000 

Toll Free Number 1-888-713-1414 TW For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
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The Honorable Jean W. Roesser 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design, 
State Highway Administration 

Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, State 
Highway Administration 

Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, MOOT (Serial No. 10821 also) 
Ms. Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant to the District Engineer, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Charlie K. Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - February 3, 1998 Revised: JD Hade 2/4/98 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\ROESSR04.doc 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

August?, 1998 

The Honorable Paul S. Sarbanes 
United Sates Senate 
309 Senate Hart Office Building 
Washington DC 20510-2002 

I 
Dear Senator Sarbanes: 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Thank you for forwarding Mr. Mark Brandau's letter regarding the Mays Chapel 
community. I appreciate your interest in this issue. 

Mr. Brandau also wrote to Secretary Winstead. A copy of the response to that letter is 
enclosed. For your information I am enclosing a copy of the State's Sound Barrier Policy and 
the Community Resource Guide. 

I Thank you again for your letter and your interest in this issue. If you need additional 
information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me or Mr. Charles B. Adams, 
our Director of Environmental Design, who can be reached at 410 545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 
j  ~ 

/-Sincerely, 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Enclosures 
'cc:       The Honorable Michael J. Finifter, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
' The Honorable Robert L. Frank, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
! The Honorable Paula Colodney Hollinger, Member, Senate of Maryland 
I The Honorable Dan K. Morhaim, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
! The Honorable C. A. Dutch Ruppersberger, Baltimore County Executive 

The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is 410-545-0400 or 1-800-206-0770 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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The Honorable Paul S. Sarbanes 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Valerie Bumette Edgar, Director, Office of Communications, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie A. Frelow, Assistant Director, Office of Administrative Services, Maryland 
Department of Transportation 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John M. Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Dave J. Malkowski, District 4 Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of Transportation 

Serial #98JUL37 

Serial: #98JUL37 
Drafted by: OED/LAD/NAT - August 5, 1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\SARBAN01.DOC 
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CHAPEL RIDGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
P.O. Box 4792 

Timonium, Maryland 21094-4792 

June 30, 1998 

• 

• 

The Honorable Paul S. Sarbanes 
309 Senate Hart Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20510-2002 

Dear Senator Sarbanes: 

I am the President of Chapel Ridge Community Association, a large 
townhouse community in Mays Chapel. Our community, borders 1-83, north of 
Timonium Road, The residents of this community, and the other communities of 
Mays Chapel, are suffering due to the ever increasing environmental pollution from 
1-83. I am writing to ask you to help us obtain relief by extending the existing 
sound barrier from Timonium Road to Padonia Road. 

The problems that we are experiencing were first brought to the attention 
of state representatives in 1985. No relief was forthcoming at that time. In 1995, 
we again notified state officials of the problems 1-63 has created. Some of those 
problems include the following: Residents cannot sit outside and enjoy their 
property without being overwhelmed by the noise. Residents cannot leave their 
windows open at night because the noise keeps them awake. Residents cannot 
carry on a conversation with neighbors without having to shout at one another. 
The traffic causes windows to rattle. Residents are awakened at very early 
morning hours by truck traffic. This noise continues, largely unabated, 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week.      ; 

In early 1997, the State Highway Administration conducted ambient noise 
measurements in our neighborhood. Readings were taken over a two day period 
at six locations. Five of those six locations had measurements which "exceeded" 
(67 dBA) or "approached" (66 dBA) Noise Abatement Criteria. At two of those 
locations, noise levels were as high as 73 and 74 dBA. 

3. .*<> 
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June 30, 1998 
Page 2 

Our community is also concerned about the effects of car exhausi: oni our 
air quality. There are many families with young children .n ^r n^bo^ 
They choose to live in Mays Chapel because it provides a goocI qujd.ty of l.fe, ue 
aood schools, churches, recreational facilities, open spaces and trees But, our 
qStyoXis Bering as a result of Increased noise and air pollution .ssues 
confronting the community. 

The sources of these problems are varied. Truck and car traffic has 
increased Sficantly since 1977, when this neighborhood was built. This 
££Zlh£SaSally fueled by residential and commercial development m 

Pennsvlvania -From 1990 to 1995, traffic volume increased by almost 20% to an 
aveZ^SSif M count of 148,000 vehicles. The recerrt^ opening of an 
Sce/e^t ramp at Warren Road has increased this daily count even morejhe 
£75Mte between Padonia Road and I-83 is so large that a traffic' l'9ht h|l to 
be ir^taS this spring at the Padonia Road exit on souttibound 1-83. The State 
aSateVanother 30% increase in the daily traffic by the year 2020. 

in addition, some changes have been made to th«> roadway^including 
widening the shoulders and changes to the entrance and e»ramps at P^onia 
Road as well as the development of a large Park & Ride lot off of 1-83 near 
PadonfaRoad foTcommuters from Pennsylvania, northern Baltimore County 
MaS^ndSrraTcounSTto park and access Mass Transit buses and Light Rail 
££?M tSES ^C^ ^ne'Arundel County and BWI Airport. Jandem trucks 
S now allowed on this highway and speed limits have been raised to 65 mph- 
? LT«nd shmbs wSch were planted in the median have been removed.  As 

leavina the fencing and our homes exposed. Although 1-83 hasi Been aumoie in 
oTcommurtly fer a long time, it was never visible until ttvs work was done. 

Despite our demonsWted need for relief it has *^^|11
d"*f 

ssis TJSSL sumps srsztt 
barriers being erected in neighborhoods all around us. 

Will you agree to help us? I look forward to your response. 

Mark Brandau 
President, Chapel Ridge 
Community Association 

373 
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MARYLAND STATE HIGHWAY ADMINIS'niA'nON 

THE ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE (PHONE 410-545^3400 FAX 410-209-5009) 

REQUEST FOR PREPARATION OF CORRESPONDENCE 

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM AND PREPARED CORRESPONDENCE TO ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE 

Jku-$/c 
3 if 

CONTROL# 

LOG DATE: 

SENDER:      SAKBARES, PAUL 

SUBJECT:    MARK BSANDAU, SOUND BABSIER1-83 

fx] PREPARE RESPONSE FOR ADMINISTRATOR'S SIGNATURE 
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Parris N. Glendening 

Maryland Department of Transportation Governor 

Sfafe Highway Administration D•^ Winstead 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

December 15, 1998 

The Honorable Victoria L. Schade 
Maryland House of Delegates 
213 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Delegate Schade: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Mr. James Hade, of our Noise Abatement Team, 
regarding sound barriers for the community of Brooklyn Terrace along MD 10. I appreciate the 
opportunity to update you on the status of this community. 

The analysis of this area has been initiated, and we have attempted to contact 
Mrs. Elizabeth Young. The analysis should be completed by the end of December, and I look 
forward to sharing the results with you then. 

Thank you again for your letter and your interest in this issue. If you need additional 
information regarding this community, please do not hesitate to contact me or Mr. Charles B. 
Adams, our Director of Environmental Design, who can be reached at 410-545-8640 or 1-800- 
446-5962. 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway Administration 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 

,,   . ,    . . .      410-545-0400 or 1-800-206-0770 
My telephone number is —11  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 .   .  .      ^ ——-J.—,^^00^ 
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The Honorable Victoria L. Schade 
Page Two 

bcc:     Mr. Paul D. Armstrong, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Valerie Bumette Edgar, Director of Communications, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Leslie A. Frelow, Assistant Director of Administrative Services, Maryland 

Department of Transportation 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John M. Lewis, State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Theodore Severe, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of Transportation 

Serial #: 
OED Serial#: OED-75 
Noise Customer #: 1702 
Responding to letter dated: November 17,1998 
Saved: 12/09/98 2:33 PM by: James Hade 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\SCHADE01.doc 



V 
VICTORIA L. SCHADE 

3 1ST LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 
ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY 

ECONOMIC MATTERS COMMITTEE 

HOUSE OF DELEGATES 

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1991 

November 17, 1998 

James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 
P.O. Box 717 
Baltimore, MD 21202-0717 

J9f es-Q-ic' 
ANNAPOLIS ADDRESS: 

213 LOWE HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1991 

E-MAIL: VICTORIA_SCHADE9HOUSE.STATE.MD.US 

(410)841-3217 
FAX (410) 841-1 142 

HOME ADDRESS: 

8341 CAPEL DRIVE 
PASADENA, MARYLAND 21 122 

(410) 36O-4201 
FAX (4IO) 360-4202 

^fv  -^Jf'' 

^ 

Dear Mr. Hade: 

As you are already aware, the community of Brooklyn Terrace in Glen Burnie is investigating 
the possibility of having sound barriers installed along MD Route 10 in their neighborhood. 
While I am aware that this request is still in its initial stages, I wanted to let you know that I 
am in full support of this established community's efforts at preserving their quality of life. 

I would also like to respectfully request that Mrs. Elizabeth Young of 311 Columbus Road, 
Glen Burnie, MD 21060, (410) 789-6309, be notified of any site visits by State Highway 
Administration personnel so that she might be present during any testing. She contacted me 
and expressed an interest in attending so that she may review and comment on this project as it 
develops. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration. Should you have any questions, please feel free 
to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Victoria L. Schade 
Delegate 

VLS:kcr 

LANDSCAPE 

ARCHiTF.Cl!JRL!d!H°^- 
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STATE OF MARYLAND 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

• 

• 

. PARPIS N. GLENOENING 
GOVERNOR 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE 
STATE HOUSE 

100 STATE CIRCLE 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401 

<4I0) 974-3901 
April 14,  1998 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 
SUITE 311 

444 NORTH CAPITOL STREET. N.W. 
WASHINGTON. O.C. 20001 

The Honorable Mark K. Shriver (202)633-2215 
Maryland House of Delegates TOD (4,o, 333.3098 
224 Lowe House Office Building 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Mark: 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) has received inquiries from a number of 
communities in the 15th District regarding their eligibility for sound barriers.  As a result of 
recent policy changes, we reviewed these communities to determine if they meet the revised 
requirements. 

It is my pleasure to inform you the Wildwood Hills community does meet the 
eligibility requirements for a sound barrier and I have approved funding for its design and 
future construction.  The SHA will begin design of this barrier soon. Funding for the 
construction of a barrier in the Department of Transportation's Consolidated Transportation 
Program (CTP) becomes available beginning in Fiscal Year 2001, which starts on 
July 1, 2000. Although funds in the earlier years of the CTP are allocated to other projects 
for which prior commitments had been made, we are committed to look for opportunities to 
advance funding for construction of this barrier once the design is completed.  I have 
directed State Highway Administrator Parker F. Williams to have his staff keep you 
informed of our progress. 

Thank you for your patience while we conducted our investigation. I am glad to have 
been able to provide funding for this project. If you need any additional information, please 
do not hesitate to contact Transportation Secretary David L. Winstead, at 410-865-1000. 

Sincerely, 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

cc:      The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
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The Honorable Mark K. Shriver 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Ms. Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant to the District Engineer, State 

Highway Administration 
Mr. Charles K. Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: OED/LAD/NAT -- March 9, 1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\SHRIVR02.DOC 
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April 6, 1998 

MO £t4a#>   lPf&- 

The Honorable Mark K. Shrlver 
Maryland House of Delegates 
224 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Delegate Shriver: 

Thank you for your active support for a sound barrier for the Burning Tree Estates 
community. I appreciate your patience while we considered this community's request for a 
sound barrier. 

It is my pleasure to inform you the Burning Tree Estates community does meet the 
eligibility requirements for a sound barrier and I have approved funding for its design and 
construction. The State Highway Administration will begin design of this barrier soon. 
Funding for the construction of a barrier in the Department of Transportation's Consolidated 
Transportation Program (CTP) becomes available beginning in Fiscal Year 2001, which starts 
on July 1, 2000. Although funds in the earlier years of the CTP are allocated to other projects 
for which prior commitments had been made, we are committed to look for opportunities to 
advance funding for construction of this barrier once the design is completed. I have directed 
State Highway Administrator Parker F. Williams to have his staff keep you informed of our 
progress. 

Thank you again for your continued interest in the State's sound barrier program. If 
you need any additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, the State Highway Administration's Director of Environmental 
Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
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The Honorable Mark K. Shriver 
Page Two 

bcc:    Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design, 
State Highway Administration 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, State 
Highway Administration 

Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, MDOT 
Ms. Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant to the District Engineer, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Charlie K. Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - March 2, 1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\SHRIVR01.DOC 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
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The Secretary's Office 

February 9, 1998 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

• 

t 

The Honorable Mark K. Sh river 
Maryland House of Delegates 
224 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Delegaifr-Stinver: 

This letter is sent to update you on your request for a sound barrier for the Burning 
Tree Estates area along 1-495 between Bradley Boulevard and River Road.   I appreciate your 
patience while we considered this community's request for noise abatement. 

You will be pleased to know we have determined that the Burning Tree community 
does meet the requirements for a sound barrier.   Although funding for design and 
construction has not yet been identified, we are looking at the funding needs for this barrier 
and will Vrep yon informed of our progress. 

Several construction feasibility issues also need to be resolved.  In one location, the 
homes are approximately 50 feet above the Beltway, and it is questionable whether they can 
be protected.  A stream runs parallel to the Beltway along another portion of the area, and 
there are associated floodplain issues that will need to be addressed.   Further engineering is 
required to resolve these technical issues, and I have asked State Highway Administration 
(SHA) staff to provide you with the results once a determination has been made. 

Thank you again for your interest in the State's sound barrier program and your 
support for a barrier for the Burning Tree community.  If you need any additional 
information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, 
SHA's Director of Environmental Design, at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

cc: 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number Is (410)-_ 865-1000 
Toll Free Number 1-888-713-1414 TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
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The Honorable Richard La Vay 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design, 
State Highway Administration 

Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, State 
Highway Administration 

Ms. Sherry Vamer, Correspondence Team, MOOT (Serial No. 10821 also) 
Ms. Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant to the District Engineer, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Charlie K. Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - February 3, 1998 Revised: JD Hade 2/4/98 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\SHRIVR03.doc 
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State Highway Administration 
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OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
DESIGN — ••  /Yo/sc Ma tern en t Design 

andAnafysfs Sect/on 

T0: I^XALJL^I 
(NAME/OFFL J££^As^£> 

FR0M: ^J5ii^£2^^^^^ 
(NAME/OFFICE/TELEPHONE) 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES:        '/&- 
.(Including Cover Sheet) 

P ease forward this transmittal to the appropriate person as soon as possible   If you 
have any problems with this transaction, please call our office at (410) 545-8641   The 
telephone number for the FAX machine at State Highway Admin straion's Office of 
Environmental Design is (410) 209-5003. ' 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

ADnmONAL INFORMATION/COMMENTS: 

jy 

UJ-iQ-rLex 'LM 

My telephone number is     *—   

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

c,      J"^"9 Address:  P-0- Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address:  707 North Calvert Street  . Baltimore, Marjland 21202 
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From: Irene Heline 
To: CAdams, ]Hade 
Date: 3/4/98 8:59am 
Caller: Leslie Silver 
Company: D-16 
Phone: 202-861-1200 

[*] Telephoned 
[ ] Will call apin 
[ ] Wants to see you 
[ ] Urgent 

[*] Please call 
[ ] Returned your call 
[ ] Came to see you 

She would like to have written information (regulations) that states that berms are used as noise barriers. Her 
fax number is 202-861-1268. 



Maryland Department of Traiisportation 
State Highway Administration 

329 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

DATE: A flW 
OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL 

DESIGN •  Noise Abatement Design 
andAnaiysis Section 

TO: 

:N^E/OFFICE/TELEPHONE} '  

FROM: 

•N ^^vic/urt-iut/ibLEPHONE) 

(NAME/OFFICE/TELEPHONE) 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES: 
.(Including Cover Sheet) 

-A. 
Please forward this transmittal to the appropriate person as soon as possible.  If you 
have any problems with this transaction, please call our office at (410) 545-8641   The 
telephone number for the FAX machine at State Highway Administration's Office of 
EnvironmentalDesign is (410) 209-5003. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

^lONAL INFORMATION/COMMENTS: •. 

fh/f+r  /fMm 

My telephone number is  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 . Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street . Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

39/ 
David L. Winstead 
Sacratary 

Parker F. Williams 

Administrator 

DATE: l«ygL%r 
OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL 

DESIGN  W     ^ Noise Matemcnt Design 
\ \    andAna/ys/s Section 

TO: JfLL** 

FROM Z>l$<&>ce> 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES: 
.(Including Cover Sheet) 

Please forward this transmittal to the appropriate person as soon as possible.  If you 
have any problems with this transaction, please call our office at (410) 545-8641   The 
telephone number for the FAX machine at State Highway Administration's Office of 
Environmental Design is (410) 209-5003. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

(DmONAL INFORMATION/COMMENTS: f)mONAL INFORMATK 

'JtoLAL^Ui, 

My telephone number is*        -^  -^     I ' If/ 

Maryland Relay Sen/ice for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 . Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street . Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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IMPORTANT MESSAGE 
FOR 

DATE TIME 
A.M. 
P.M. 

M 

OF 

WHILE YO!l WERE OUT 

Cc 
PHONE NO. 

PA* 
* 

36 

TELEPHONED 

CALLED TO SEE YOU 

WANTS TO SEE YOU 

PLEASE CALL 

WILL CALL AGAIN 

URGENT 

RETURNED YOUR CALL 

MESSAGE 

jtjjg-^S. 133* 

~tv.( %/«./;L   y/f^fJu, 

SIGNED 

CASCADE BRITES 
P3-AN2334 

Paper contains 50% recycled fibers, 
of which 10% is post-consumer waste. 



fl^^.        ...... ^ SlJ    Parrls N. Glendening 
f^   MarUand Department of Transoortatfon 

^0 
Maryland Department of Transportation G°•• 

TtoSecWOmc ^W,n8tead 

John D. Porcarl 
Deputy Secretary 

March 16, 1998 

The Honorable Michael E. Busch 
Maryland House of Delegates 
151 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD ,21401-1991 

Dear Delegate-fiusch: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding funding for sound barriers on both sides of 
US 50 between the Ridgely Avenue exit and the Severn River Bridge.  It is my pleasure to 
update you on this issue. 

Now that Anne Arundel County has enacted laws to safeguard future homeowners 
'*       from high noise levels and has expressed its willingness to provide 20 percent of the cost of 

barriers, this area meets all of the State's eligibility requirements.  We greatly appreciate 
your leadership in this effort. 

As I am.sure you can imagine, there are a great number of sound barrier needs in the 
State which exceed our ability to fund them, all at once. Although our current Consolidated 
Transportation Program (CTP) allocates all funds available for sound barriers for Fiscal 
Years 1998-2003 to projects on which prior commitments had been made, we will give full 
consideration to funding the design and construction of these barriers in the next CTP cycle, 
which begins this Fall. 

Thank you again for your involvement in and support of the State's Sound Barrier 
Program.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or State Highway 
Administrator Parker F. Williams; who can be reached at 410-545-0400 or 1-800-206-0770. 

Sincerely, ^ 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administra.tor, State Highway Administration 

i*^.  h ^..M.• 865-1000 My telaphon* numbwIs (A'O)-  
TTYForth* Deaf: (410) 8*5-1342 

Poet Office Box 8755, BaHimore-Waahlngton International Airport, Maryland 212404755 



39Y 
The Honorable Michael E. Busch 
Page Two 

bcc:    Mr. Paul D. Armstrong, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Ms Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 

Administration 6     J 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration J 

Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation r 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. John Petty Assistant to the Secretary, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Ms. Najjette Schieke, Policy Analyst, Maryland Department of Transportation 
AT CU   

P        ' Noise Abatement Team> State Highway Administration 
#10673^ Varner' Correspondence Team' Maryland Department of Transportation 

Serial:  #10673 
OEDNAT:  #NA 
Drafted by: Mr. Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- March 13  1998 
N:\CORRESP\1998\DRAFTS\BUSC0306.DLW 
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HOUSE OF DELEGATES 

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1991 
COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC MATTERS 

MICHAEL E. BUSCH 

CHAIRMAN 

ROOM ISI   .   LOWE HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 2I4OI-I09I 

(410) 841-3319 (ANNAPOUS/8ALT1MORE) 
(SOI) 898-3919 (WASHINGTON D.C. AREA) 

March 6,1998 

Secretary David L. Winstead 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
P.O. Box 8755 
BWI Airport, Md. 21240-0755 

Dear Secretary Winstead: 

This is a follow-up to our telephone conversation about funding for the construction of noise 
barriers on both sides of Route 50 between the Ridgely Avenue exit and the Severn River Bridge. 

As you are aware, the communities meet all of the eligibility criteria of the revised sound barrier 
policy including the passage of a local noise ordinance to address future noise-sensitive 
development adjacent to State highways.  The County Executive has committed to provide 20% 
of the funding of the project. 

With these last two actions Anne Arundel County has met its obligations. It is now up to the 
State.   It is vitally important that funding or, asa minimum, a commitment to funding, be 
forthcoming during this Session. The communifies effected have waited a long time for relief. 
This problem wall only get worse. '; 

I believe the State has an obligation to these communities.   This area has been involved with the 
noise wall issue since Route 50 was first expanded in 1974; in the Final Environmental State- 
ment signed in 1981, walls for this area were included but were never built. The State has 
encouraged traffic to use this corridor It has become the major east - west thoroughfare to the 
eastern shore, and traffic is very heavy twenty-four hours a day. 

•• 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 52Ji,N' Gtendening 
The Secretary's Office 

David L. Wlnstead 
Secretary 

July 28, 1998 , ..  « „ J     ' John D. Porcarl 
Deputy Secretary 

The Honorable Christopher Van Hollen, Jr. 
Senate of Maryland 
304 James Senate Office Building 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Chris: 

Thank you for your continuing interest in providing a sound barrier for the Forest 
Glen Park community along 1-495 in Montgomery County. I appreciate your patience as we 
worked to find a viable solution to this unique challenge. 

It is my pleasure to inform you the Forest Glen Park area meets the State Highway 
Administration's (SHA) technical requirements for a sound barrier.  At this time funding for 
the design and construction of a barrier has not been identified. Funding will be considered 
in our next update of the Consolidation Transportation Program.  In addition to State 
funding, Montgomery County must commit to fund 20 percent of the project cost. 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design and his staff would 
like to meet with the Forest Glen Park community on Tuesday, August 25, 1998, at 7 p.m., 
to discuss the level of performance a barrier will provide throughout the community. These 
details will be discussed at the scheduled meeting. 

Thank you again for your patience in this matter. We look forward to meeting with 
you and your constituents in August. If before this time you have any questions, feel free to 
call me or Mr. Adams at 410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, - 

^/ 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      The Honorable Douglas M. Duncan, Montgomery County Executive 
The Honorable Isiah Leggett, President, Montgomery County Council 
Mr. Thomas E. Natan, Jr., President, Forest Glen Park Citizen's Association 
Mr. Graham Norton, Director, Montgomery County Department of Public Works 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number la 410-865-1000 
Toll Free Number 1-888-713-1414   TTY For the Deaf: 410-865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
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The Honorable Christopher Van Hollen Jr. 
Page Two 

bcc:    Ms. Valerie Bumette Edgar, Director, Office of Communications, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie A. Frelow, Assistant Director, Office of Administrative Services, Maryland 
Department of Transportation 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John M. Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Eric G. Madden, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department ot 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Charlie K. Watkins, District 3 Engineer, State Highway Administration 

N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\VNHOLL01.DOC 
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STATE OF MARYLAND 
iFlCE OF THE GOVERNOR 

• 
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April 14,  1998 

PARR/S N. GLENDENING 
GOVERNOR 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE 
STATE HOUSE 

100 STATE CIRCLE 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401 

(410) 974-3901 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 
SUITE 311 

444 NORTH CAPITOL STREET. N.W. 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20001 

(202) 638-2215 

TOO (410) 333-3098 

The Honorable Christopher Van Hollen, Jr. 
Senate of Maryland 

.304 James Senate Office Building 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Chris: 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) has received inquiries from a number of 
communities in the 18th District regarding their eligibility for sound barriers.  As a result of 
recent policy changes, we reviewed these communities to determine if they meet the revised 
requirements. 

It is my pleasure to inform you the Forest Glen and Park View Estates communities 
do meet the eligibility requirements for sound barriers and I have approved funding for their 
design and future construction. The SHA will begin design of these barriers soon.  Funding 
for the construction of a barrier in the Maryland Department of Transportation's 
Consolidated Transportation Program (CTP) becomes available beginning in Fiscal Year 
2001, which starts on July 1, 2000. Although funds in the earlier years of the CTP are 
allocated to other projects for which prior commitments had been made, we are committed to 
look for opportunities to advance funding for construction of these barriers once the design is 
completed.  I have directed State Highway Administrator Parker F. Williams to have his staff 
keep you informed of our progress. 

Thank you for your patience while we conducted our investigation.  I am glad to have 
been able to provide funding for these projects.  If you need any additional information 
regarding either of these communities, please do not hesitate to contact Transportation 
Secretary David L. Winstead, at 410-865-1000. , 

Sincerely, vnW* 
fa 

VlN' 

/S 

cc: 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of 
I   Transportation 

JMr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administrati; 
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The Honorable Christopher Van Hollen, Jr. 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Sherry Varner, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Ms. Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant to the District Engineer, State 

Highway Administration 
Mr. Charles K. Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: OED/LAD/NAT - March 9, 1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\VNHOLL02.DOC 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

HOf 
Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

June 17,1998 

The Honorable David L. Winstead 
Secretary 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
P.O. Box 8755 
Baltimore Washington Intemationah^rport MD 21240 

Dear Secretary Winst 

The Noise Policy ^opted by the Maryland State Highway Administration on May 11 has 
been reviewed and approved by Federal Highway Administration for use on Federal-aid 
transportation projects. Enclosed is a copy of the approved policy. 

If you have any other questions on this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me or Mr. 
Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design. Mr. Adamsmay be reached at 
410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. ""       " 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Enclosure 
cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 

• My telephone number is 410-545-0400/1-800-206-0770 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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The Honorable David L. Wihstead 
Page Two 

bcc:    Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Jim Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Natalie Hardy, Special Assistant to the Director, State HighwayAdministration 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Natalie Hardy--June 11,1998 
N:\OED\NOISE\CORRESP\1998\WINSTD01.DOC 
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SHA'S GUIDE TO WORKING WITH THE MEDIA 

As you enter the wild and wacky world of the media, remember to consult your 
guide, SHA Public Affairs.  Public Affairs is the primary contact for the print, radio 
and broadcast media on behalf of SHA. 

We encourage you to continue developing your current relationships with the 
local media when responding to their needs.  But if you have any problems, or feel you 
could use some professional guidance, you can always rely on Public Affairs (545- 
0300). 

WHY IS THE MEDIA TRAINING IMPORTANT 

Remember Jeff Goldblum in "The Fly"? Goldblum, a visionary scientist (and 
future MDOT employee), invents a new mode of transportation slightly less dangerous 
than the subway.  He runs into Geena Davis, an investigative reporter and starts 
blabbing away about his invention without any thought of what publicity might do to 
him.  Next thing you know, Jeffs vomiting acid and crawling up the walls. 

Had Jeff been properly media trained, this tragedy could have been averted. 
But seriously... 

Knowing how to deal with the media can make the difference between success 
and failure. 

•   Tylenol - A Success Story 

During the Tylenol scandal (when poison was placed within some 
Tylenol capsules), Tylenol officials went immediately to the media, 
inviting reporters to     attend corporate board meetings so that the public could 
receive up to the minute        reports on what was being done.  By being up-front and 
honest with the media, Tylenol weathered the storm and today is as strong in the 
market as ever. 

:-v^>W'Vi;:i.^V.f,-^'5,H».2 -.rri 
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•   Exxon Valdez -- A Media Failure 

How Exxon officials dealt with the Valdez, Alaska oil spill incident is an 
example of how badly things can go when the media is taken lightly. 

Exxon officials were not up front about the incident, first attempting to "cover up" and 
then to downplay the extent of the damage. On a televised interview, Exxon's 
CEO would only say that a report was prepared on the impact of the oil spill, 

but      could not say what was in the report.  When Exxon finally began to address the 
media's questions, their credibility was so poor, that Exxon had already become 

a national joke, and a bad one at that. 

So what should you say to the media? Is "no comment" even an option? How 
should you deal with an angry reporter? What are your rights during an interview? 
How can you best prepare for an interview? 

We will attempt to answer these questions and more in the pages to come, 

t 

WHO IS THE MEDIA? 

There's a great temptation to look at "the media" as an amorphous mass, a 
beast that should be avoided at all costs. Strangely enough, reporters (and some 
editors) are human beings too. They have bills to pay, kids to pick up from school, 
homes to clean and groceries to buy. Some are smart, courteous and fair.  Others are 
ignorant of their beats, have already written their stories in their minds and don't really 
care what you have to say. Just remember: Reporters are people. So treat them the 
way you'd like to be treated. 

• Be Honest 

Never, EVER, lie, either consciously or unconsciously.  While "no 
comment" is   never an option, there's nothing wrong with saying "I don't 

know" or "I'm afraid that's not my area." But be sure to follow up by saying, 
"I don't know, but let me see if I can find someone who does." Get caught in a 
lie just once, and your credibility (as well as the credibility of the 
oreanization vou      represent) is shot. 

• Be Quick 
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When a reporter calls with a question he (or she) is rarely working on 
just     one story. This means a reporter with a phone in one hand, fingers typing with 
the      other and papers everywhere, has little patience. 

(This explains why reporters can be a bit testy, at times.) So with time 
of       the essence, be sure you know the    reporter's deadline. Ask when is the latest 

you can do the interview or send the reporter the requested information. 
This    indicates your concern, gives you an idea   how urgent the story is and how 

much time you have to get back to the reporter. 

• Be Able To Improvise 

You never want to fight with a reporter, because the reporter always gets 
the last word. So it's always a good idea to prove you are a valuable, reliable 
resource to the media.  If a reporter calls for information that is not relevant to 
SHA (for example, a call that the MTA or Maryland State Police is best 

equipped        to answer), give the reporter guidance:   "That's not really something 
SHA deals      with.  But I think you might find what you want by calling John Smith 
with the Department of XXX at XXX-XXXX." If a reporter knows he can find 
what he needs through you, he'll call again. 

• Be Understanding 

Know which reporters prefer press releases via fax or mail.  Know the 
reporter's deadlines. If you want to really annoy a reporter, call him on his 
deadline day with a story about a new asphalt study.  Unless you're calling 

about a presidential assassination attempt, they don't want to hear from you on 
deadline hour or day.  Know which reporters like to brainstorm ideas by phone 
and which      ones likes ideas in writing. Know which newspapers and magazines 
accept byline articles and which ones don't. Simply put. KNOW THEIR BUSINESS. 
Show  you care about how they do things and they will be more apt to respect you and 

what you do. 

• Be There 

There's nothing that aggravates reporters more than when they call for 
help     and are told, "I'm sorry, but there's no one available. " When a reporter calls, 

you are charged with an important responsibility, whether you are the person he 
or        she should talk to or not.  Do not send the reporter on a phone infinity loop of 

transferred calls, from A to B to C back to B back to C to D to E and back to A 
again.  Follow this procedure: 

4/D 
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(1) Get the reporter's name, phone number, and the name of his/her 
publication, TV or radio station, magazine, etc. 

(2) Take notes on what the reporter wants to know, what specific questions 
they may have - the more details you have, the easier it will be to 
determine who should talk to the reporter. 

(3) Find out the reporter's deadline.  When do they need to hear from you? 
And be sure you do call back, even if it's to say that you have 

nothing to report so far (this shows the reporter that you are being 
responsive and have not forgotten them his/her request). 

(4) If in doubt, call Public Affairs at 545-0300. 

Remember, if you receive the call, be certain that reporter receives the 
proper attention. Find out as much you can, then you can best determine who 

the      reporter needs to speak with and eliminate that dreaded "phone infinity loop" 
(and    its usual result, a VERY disgruntled reporter). 

In the event you are expecting a reporter's call and won't be in, make 
sure     you provide whoever is left in the office with a phone number where you can be 

reached. And learn to anticipate reporters' calls.  If you know there's a major 
project that's just been launched, or if there have been some stories in the paper 
that affect your area, it's good to assume that reporters might call. Think 

ahead. Read the major daily papers and watch the news.  Be there to answer 
that phone      call. 

*   Be Proactive 

Sometimes the best way to deal with the media is to call them first. Try 
to think like a reporter or think about what you'd like to read to see in the news 

as        you go about your job.  Perhaps there are some employees in your department 
who are working weekends to help the homeless, there's a major construction 
project coming up in a few months, construction crews are using new 

technology     to make road paving easier and faster.  Keep an eye out for : 

(1) positive stories 

(2) potential trouble making events 

(3) any project that will have a community impact 

(4) keep Public Affairs informed. 

<///• 
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This way we can prepare for an upcoming crisis and gather details for a 
positive story we can pitch to the media, etc.  Don't be reactive, be proactive. 

Hit- 

Tackling The Interview Process 

An interview is not a casual conversation.  Reporters want details about 
anything that smacks of something new, different, controversial, costly and affects lots 
of people. 

Some reporters only have a vague idea what they are investigating.  ("Tm 
doing this story on Maryland roads and I'm hoping you can tell me something 

about them."). 

Some are very clear ("How much did the state spend for the repair of bridges in 
the following counties ? "). 

Some are just trying to prove their own conclusions (?But all those road 
construction guys are high school dropouts, right?") 

When you are being  interviewed, you cease to be Betty Jones or Stan Smith, 
you ARE the company you work for. Your agenda is to communicate what is 
happening within your company, to represent your company fairly and in as positive a 
light as possible. 

An interview can be a battle of CONTROL.  Some reporters may attempt to 
steer you in the direction they want you to go, to say what will justify the angle they • 
are developing for their story. You, on the other hand, want to   direct the reporter 
toward a better understanding of your company's goals, mission, values and successes. 
The first step toward achieving this end is to: 

•   Know Your Messages! 

Some people can be intimated by a media interview because they are 
unclear about what to say.  Having messages - key points, usually no more 

than    three, that you want a reporter to come away with ~ gives you direction.  If you 
feel that a reporter is leading the interview into negative or irrelevant areas, you 
take control by going back to your messages:   "What's really important here 
is... (message). " 
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Know Your Rights! 

y/5 

Before beginning an interview, you have the right to know who is 
interviewing you, what the interview is about, the audience and when and where 
the interview will take place.  You have the right to ask who else is being 
interviewed for the story, when the story will appear, and how you would like 

to        be mentioned in the story (e.g. by name, and title, or simply SHA 
spokesperson). (Only the Public Affairs staff should use SHA spokesperson ). 

NEVER conduct an interview without first knowing the subject of the 
interview.  If you have the time, you might want to review any previous stories 

by       the reporter to get a feel for his or her style (tough, easy, fair, etc.). 

Anticipate the most difficult questions and assume the reporter will ask 
them. If you don't know the answer, find out who does. 

Avoid company/industry jargon. If it is simply impossible not to use 
terminology, be sure to explain before proceeding. Above all, make sure the 
reporter understands what you're talking about.  Like most people, reporters 

don't   like to admit ignorance. Say, "That was a lot we just covered.  Could I go over 
any of the points with you again ?" 

Rest assured that you will ALWAYS know more about the subject at 
hand   than the reporter. Never assume they understand, because if they don't, the 

mistakes will show up in print and with your name next to them! 

Avoid negative language.  Don't repeat negatives brought up in 
questions        when you are responding. Remember what happened with President 
Nixon and his "/ am not a crook" reply? Refute the negatives and turn them 
into positives: "Are you a crook?"  "I have done my best to serve my 
constituents honestly and      fairly. " 

Be a good listener.  Pick up on how the reporter is responding to your 
answers.  Newspaper reporters always think in column inches so they have 

limited space for their stories and like to paraphrase.  Make sure they get it 
right. 

NOTHING IS EVER "off the record," even if you or the reporter say 
it's "off the record." Your comments can, and probably will be used. 

§ 
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Don't speculate,  if you are unsure, don't try to guess.  Better to tell the 
reporter you're not sure, but you'll check into it for him, rather than 

guess... and     guess wrong. 

Be yourself.  Messages are important, but being a talking head that 
continually repeats the same three messages over and over will only result in a 

very    ticked-off reporter. Be enthusiastic in your responses.   Think of an interview 
as        an opportunity (not as a painful ordeal) to promote your organization. Don't be 

afraid to show emotions.  Be genuinely apologetic, concerned, etc. 
Remember,   sincerity is everything. If you can fake that, you've got it made. 

Be prepared with statistics.  Reporters love facts and figures.  If you 
are      unsure if you should release certain numbers, contact Public Affairs. 

Remember, when you speak, you become the embodiment of the 
organization you work for. That means if you say, "Well, in my opinion..." 

you     are really saying, "In SHA's opinion..." Never say anything you wouldn't be 
happy to see your name next to in print. 

Consider the audience the reporter is writing for; the report is not the 
audience.  Transportation Weekly is going to have different readers than 

Baltimore       Magazine.  A rock and roll radio station is going to have different 
listeners than an        easy listening station. Tailor your responses accordingly. 

Some reporters like to knock an interviewee off-stride by using the 
"machine gun" approach -- that is, firing off a series of questions at once. 

The     best way to go is to pick the question you feel most comfortable with 
answering.      If the other questions are important, the reporter will get to them. 

Avoid generalities as much as possible.  Reporters like specifics. 

Don't feel you need to fill the "dead air" between questions.  If you 
feel     you have adequately answered a question and have nothing more to add, simply 

wait until the reporter asks the next question.  Remember, an interview is not 
a conversation! 

Don't give intellectual answers to highly emotional issues. 

Avoid sounding bureaucratic, but answer in human terms. 

If an issue is very complex, and you fear the reporter may have 
problems        understanding all its facets in an interview, offer to provide the 
reporter with a background session. A background can serve to acquaint the 
reporter with information to facilitate the interview process. 
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•   Broadcast Interviews 

In addition to the points previously mentioned, keep the these additional 
guidelines in mind: 

Be concise. This is especially important in radio interviews (with the 
possible exception of lengthy call-in shows and public service programs).  Radio 
news directors often have only a few minutes to cram in a world's worth of 

news. They like "sound bites" -short sentences that can be cut.  Remember to 
say SHA        instead of 'W.  This also works in your favor since the radio reporter 
doesn't have enough time to delve into any convoluted, controversial matters. 
Go with your messages! 

Speak clearly and at a consistent sound level and use inflection. 

Avoid the "uhs" and "ahs" of conversational language. 

During taped interviews, avoid saying "As I said earlier," especially if 
you are referring to a conversation that took place prior to the interview. You 
know this and the reporter knows this, but Joe Listener doesn't. 

For televised interviews, avoid rocking motions, swaying from side to 
side if you are standing. If you are sitting, sit on the edge of your seat and 

avoid  crossing your legs.  Feel free to use your hands to make your points, but not so 
much that they become a distraction for the viewer. 

Maintain eye contact with the reporter. DON'T look at the camera 
unless you are doing a "talk back" with the anchor. 

Beware of nervous habits -- biting your nails, rubbing your nose, 
scratching your head, crossing your legs, jiggling money or keys in your 

pocket, anything that might detract from what you have to say. 

If you know you're going to be on TV, avoid overly bright or flashy 
jewelry and clothing, plaids and whites (they can jcast a glare). 

REMEMBER, PUBLIC AFFAIRS EXISTS TO HELP YOU WORK BETTER WITH THE 
MEDIA. IF YOU HAVE CONCERNS ABOUT HOW BEST TO DEAL WITH A REPORTER 
OR EDITOR, PLEASE CALL SHA PUBLIC AFFAIRS AT 545-0301. 
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